
The commitment of God 

Isaiah 49:14-26 

 
Our world is full of songs and poems about love. I’m sure you have your favourites. 
 

 I will always love you 

 Unchained Melody 

 Nothing Compares 2 U 
 
Anyone Else But You by the Moldy Peaches has this verse:  
 
Here is the church and here is the steeple 
We sure are cute for two ugly people 
I don’t see what anyone can see 
In anyone else but you 
 
Of course people sing and write don’t just sing and write about romantic love. Sometimes it’s 
family love. Sometimes it’s friendship love.  
 
But whatever the type of love, there is a reason why we hear so much about it. We’re built 
for love and it brings us great happiness.  
 
By contrast, doubtful love or ended love can bring a person to a point of real despondency 
and depression.  
 

 Doubtful love – I’m not sure if they love me anymore  
 

 Ended love – I am sure they don’t love me anymore 
 
Today’s bible passage is spoken to a group of people who are convinced that God doesn’t 
love them anymore.  
 
The reason is because of their situation. They rebelled against him. God punished them. 
And everything around them seems painful, dark and hopeless. 
 
Now we’re told in verse 14 how they felt about all this. Have a listen. Verse 14. Read verse 
14.  
 
That’s their emotional mood. They look at their past decisions. They look at their present 
conditions. And they conclude that their future with God is bleak. They think they’ve blown it. 
Game over. No chance of a fruitful relationship anymore. 
 
The rest of the section is God’s response to their depression and despondency. The good 
news is that God wants to show us something of his committed love and to ensure we 
understand that the presence of pain or hardship is not the evidence that God’s love has 
ended.  
 
What does this section teach us about God’s love? God’s love is… 
 

 Parental (Verse 15) 

 Bloody (Verse 16) 

 Faithful (Verses 17-23) 

 Protecting (Verses 24-26) 
 
  



First, God’s love is parental (Verse 15) 
 
Look at verse 15. Read verse 15. 
 
The picture painted is easy to understand and its designed to reach into our emotional 
hearts. 
 
Can a mother forget the baby at her breast? Can she have no compassion on the child she 
has borne? Almost never. But occasionally we read of circumstances when this happens. 
 
God says – I will never do this.  
 
God’s love is not just parental. It is perfectly parental. 
 
How should these truths impact us? 
 
All of us are born as God’s creatures. We are born again as God’s children. 
 
God is committed to us as a parent.  
 
He loves us. Because of this he disciplines us. See Hebrews 12:4-13. The presence of 
pain is not a sign of the absence of love. It is actually a sign of the presence of love. 
 
Second, God’s love is bloody (Verse 16) 
 
Look at verse 16. Read verse 16. 
 
Engraved in his hands? We can’t read this and not think of Jesus.  
 
Isaiah 53:5, “He was pierced for our transgressions.” 

Think of the scene in John chapter 20 after the resurrection with Thomas. Jesus says, “Put 
your finger here; see my hands.” 
 
Before the throne of God above 
I have a strong and perfect plea: 
A great High Priest, whose name is Love, 
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on His hands, 
My name is written on His heart; 
I know that while in heaven He stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 
 
This is evidence of God’s committed love. 
 
So many times people are left asking the question: How do we know God loves us? Look 
at the hands of Jesus.  
 
Third, God’s love is faithful (Verses 17-23) 
 
What is described in these verses is the expansion of God’s people.   
 
Their current situation was desperate. They were small and insignificance. Everything 
around them causes the deep despair to get darker by the minute.  
 
God says, “The future will be different.” 



Look at verse 19. Read verses 19 and 20.  
 
Why? Because of God’s past promises.  
 
For example, remember what God had promised to Abraham back in the book of Genesis. 
Genesis 15:5, “He took him outside and said, ‘Look up at the sky and count the stars – if 
indeed you can count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’” 
 
God will keep his promises. And what a promise! 
 
God doesn’t need us. He wants more and more people to experience the joy of knowing him.  
 
This is good for us to know in the West. The end will be marvellous. A great multitude that no 
one can count. See Revelation chapter 7.  
 
If you ever wondered what this will feel like, look at the end of verse 23. Read verse 23b.  
 
It will all be worth it! So keep going. 
 
The biggest of God’s people is not just seen at the end of time. There are millions of 
Christians today around the world. Thousands becoming Christians every day. 
 
We don’t know exactly what will happen here. But it should be our default that God will grow 
his church.  
 
Let’s look forward to that final day and in the meantime let’s expect God to grow us here in 
number.  
 
Fourth, God’s love is protecting (Verses 24-26) 
 
The whole theme here is of how God’s powerful love results in him protecting his people 
from their enemies.  
 
Look at verse 24. Read verses 24 to 26. 
 
Ultimately he will remove them and punish them for their wickedness. 
 
This is good and right. 
 
We can’t have an eternity where there are any threats. 
 
What about friends and family who die without nothing Christ? 
 
Three things to say 
 

 We don’t know the heart 

 We don’t know the final moments 

 But if they are in hell it will not ruin your experience of heaven. 
 
It’s all about love. What they love. What you love.  
 
No one in heaven is sad because of God’s judgement. No one thinks God gets it wrong.  
 
Our task is to be motivated as a fellowship to bring as many people as we can to know 
Jesus now and to know him forever. 
 



In Conclusion 
 
What does all this mean? 
 
Not yet a Christian? Don’t you want this love? Trust in Jesus 
 
A Christian? What do you need to have impressed upon your heart by the Holy Spirit 
today? Are you feeling down and despondent? What do you need to hear again? That God’s 
love is…Parental? Bloody? Faithful? Protecting? 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


