
The voice of God 

Isaiah 50:4-11 

 
There are two popular ideas in our country that clash head on with the message of the Bible.  
 
Are you ready to hear them? 
 
The first big idea says it is up to each individual to decide who they are and what they will 
do with their life. Therefore, it is wrong to tell someone else that they are wrong. Different 
yes but not mistaken. 
 
The second big idea is that if there is a heaven then we get there by our own good deeds. 
Connected to this is the opinion that most of us are good people anyway so there is no need 
to be nervous.  
 
These two big ideas stand opposed to what we hear and read in the Bible. Because that’s 
where we discover two big alternatives. What are these? 
 
First, that God reveals the truth. Second, that God saves sinners. We learn that anyone can 
be saved. But that everyone needs to be saved  
 
This clash of ideas has two big consequences.  
 
First, it makes it harder for someone to start following Jesus. Christianity seems arrogant 
and irrelevant.  
 
Second, it makes it harder for someone who has started to follow Jesus to continue to follow 
Jesus. Because moments come along when our views seem outdated and rude and 
oppressive. In our culture we are often presented not simply as the weird group but the 
dangerous group.  
 
What this means is that as we speak about Jesus today, all of us will need some extra 
encouragement to either start following Jesus for the first time or to continue to follow Jesus 
over time. 
 
And that’s what we are provided with in this section of the book of Isaiah. 
 

 Encouragement to start with Jesus  

 Encouragement to continue with Jesus  
 
Verses 4 to 9 are a beautiful description of Jesus before he was born. Written 700 years 
before his birth but giving people a taste of the perfect servant of God who would be sent 
into the world to do exactly what God the Father wanted and desired.  
 
The first thing we’re told about him is that he is the servant who speaks the truth.  
 
Look at verse 4. Read verses 4 and 5. 
 
Our country is full of weary and burdened people. So many of us are on the lookout for wise 
counsel. Information that will strengthen us throughout our days.  
 
The good news is that Jesus is presented as the person with exactly the right words for 
every situation we face. He has words that sustain the weary.  
 



Religion can often be seen as the last thing we need in life. As if it’s like a lethal injection for 
our daily joy. Much is. But not Jesus. He is the one calls us to listen to his voice for our 
health and vitality.  
 
Why are Jesus’ words so good to hear? They are the truth. And because of this they 
connect with reality. Life is not a free for us. An elaborate DIY exercise where it doesn’t 
matter what we construct.  
 
Jesus’ words are full of gracious truth. They connect with us and restore us.  
 
Where did Jesus get the truth from? Listen again to the end of verse 4. Read verse 4b.  
 
Jesus is the Son of God. So as one of the divine members of the Trinity he knows 
everything.  
 
But remember Jesus was also fully human. The picture we have of him in the Gospels is of 
him growing in his understanding and learning. See Luke 2:41-52. 
 
How does the divine Son of God in human flesh gain his understanding? Two ways. 
 

 Through reading the Old Testament Scriptures. Why do you think Jesus quotes so 
much of the OT? Because he is saturated with it. He knows it because he’s read it.  
 

 Through direct communication with his Heavenly Father.  
 
Jesus is the servant who speaks.  
 
But he’s also presented as the servant who suffers.  
 
Look at verse 6. Read verses 6 and 7. 
 
These words remind us that the mission of Jesus was not simply to speak but to save. Not 
simply to reveal the truth but to rescue sinners like us from the consequences of our 
rebellion against God. He did this through the agony of the cross. 
 
Remarkably, these verses in Isaiah describe what was to happen to Jesus long before he 
was born. This tells us that the death of Jesus was no mistake. It was all part of God’s 
rescue plan.  
 
They also reveal what Jesus was thinking and feeling through these events. We are assured 
that he was no an unwilling victim of circumstances or the helpless victim of someone else 
with particular plans. No, Jesus was the willing sacrifice for our sins. He did not draw back 
so that we could all draw near. 
 
We know from the New Testament that the death of Jesus was not his end. Three days later 
he was physically raised from the dead. But even here, there are hints of a dramatic 
turnaround after his sacrificial, substitionary suffering. Look at verse 8. Read verses 8 and 
9.  
 
The picture is one of a trial scene where people are accusing and condemning Jesus. But 
the servant knows that there will be a day of vindication when everyone will know that he 
was right and did the right thing. What is this vindication? It’s the resurrection. Without 
his resurrection, Jesus’ death was just one more crucifixion in the Roman Empire. Lots of 
people died on the cross. But no one was raised from the dead after a crucifixion. This as 
God’s way of declaring that Jesus has paid the price for our sins and that he had done 
nothing wrong. It was his public vindication that all of his actions were right and good.  



There is Jesus, the servant who speaks and the servant who suffers.  
 
What does this mean for us?  
 
Often our instinctive response when we read sections like this is to see Jesus as a 
moralistic example. He did it, so we must do the same thing.  
 
But this isn’t the response that is expected from us.  
 
Look at verse 10. Read verses 10 and 11.  
 
Do you see the big issue? It’s all about trust. Or more precisely, who will we trust.  
 
There is a big contrast between trusting in the words of God’s servant or the words that 
humans have invented.  
 
Or to use the language of these verses, a contrast between the living in the light produced 
by the words of God or the dark even though we light our own fires. Our own fires stand for 
the views of life that we make up. Our own opinions of what is best. 
  
God says, make your choice. Listen to what God’s servant Jesus says on key and 
fundamental life choices or do it your way.  
 
As we make our choice, let’s remember two things. 
 
First, we’ve already been given loads of motivations to trust what Jesus says. He knows 
what he is talking about. He has suffered for our salvation. He loves us. So even when what 
he says seems crazy and radically different from what everyone else is doing then we should 
trust him.  
 
Second, listen carefully to what God says about the consequence of living by our own fires. 
End of verse 11. “This is what you shall receive from my hand; you will lie down in torment.” 
 

 Eternal destruction.  
 

 Earthly destruction. Our own ways reject our lives. 
 
Let me give you some 4 real examples to ground this. 
 

 Are we good people who need to be saved? 
 
We think we are. But it’s not what Jesus says. He said he came to save sinners, not 
congratulate saints.  
 
Sitting in Jesus’ surgery. Will we trust his diagnosis?  
 
Trust him. Rely on him. And keep on doing this.  
 

 Is Jesus the only way to God? 
 
Do all paths lead to God? Yes. Every one of us will meet God one day. The only question is 
what will happen to us when we do?  
 
We all need to trust that Jesus’ revelation is true, and respond appropriately.  
 
Not yet a Christian. Christians who need to trust Jesus.  



 Who should we sleep with? 
 
The Bible says, sex is a great gift for biblical marriage, that is a committed relationsuip 
between a man and a woman. 
 
This seems insane to many people today! 
 
Will we trust that Jesus knows what he is talking about? And that the fires of our own lighting 
will lead to pain and destruction.  
 

 Who am I? 
 

The world says, you are who you feel. Or be who you feel. And if necessary change your 

body to match your feelings. 

 

Lego Movie 2 – there is a character called Queen Watevra Wa’nabi. In many ways, she 

symbolises this modern obsession with fluid identity. 

 

The Bible says, your biological sex determines your gender. However, in a broken world, 

many people feel confused. But aim to match your psychology with your biology, not the 

other way round. 

 

Trust that Jesus know what he is talking about and that he says what he does because he 

loves is.  

 

In Conclusion 
 
None of this is easy. And that’s because there is a clash between what the world says and 
what the Bible says. 
 
But our encouragement today is to trust in Jesus because is the servant who speaks and the 
servant who suffers.  
 
Let’s pray.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


