
Isaiah 49: 1-13 outline 

The Salvation of God 

 

 

What is it about James bond that so many people love? 

 

There are probably many things but it is striking that despite the familiarity of each film people still 

love to watch them.  

 

In the 26 movies that have come out so far there are a few things that usually stay the same. 

 

- The mission is usually huge 

- The bad guys usually look like they will win 

- There will be some useful gadgets used along the way. 

- James bond will find a new woman 

- He will win 

 

In Isaiah 49 we are introduced to at least 5 things that we can expect from the mission of Jesus into 

the world. 5 things are true about his mission and 5 things that ought to make us love the mission of 

Jesus! 

 

Despite been written hundreds of years before Jesus came to earth. The people of Isaiah’s day were 

privileged to get a glimpse of this mission for themselves. 

 

Jesus Mission  …………. 

 

A) Has the right weaponry v1-2 

 

In every James Bond there is always familiar moment when Q introduces Bond to his gadgets.  

 

(Show some on the screen for the unfamiliar) 

 

Powerful weapons that he can use when the time comes …… 

 

What we learn first about Jesus is that the weaponry he will use is powerful and effective. 

 

V1 + 2 

 

Listen to me, you islands; 

    hear this, you distant nations: 

Before I was born the LORD called me; 

    from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 

    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 



he made me into a polished arrow 

    and concealed me in his quiver. 

 

Did you see that? 

 

His mouth is a sharpened sword, he himself is a polished arrow! 

 

I enjoyed hearing that Richard, a member of this church, recently received his chainsaw licence for 

his tree surgery job.  

 

Yet what is striking about the tools Jesus will use for his task? 

 

They are his own words! 

 

We all know that phrase “sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me”.  

It’s a phrase spoken with such defiance. 

 

Yet words are powerful and how much more the words of Jesus! 

 

In Revelation 1 we have this image of Jesus: 

 “coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword” 

 

What a picture! 

 

And it’s exactly what we see in the ministry of Jesus that we read about in the gospels. 

 

Take for example the woman at the well in John 4 

 

It was the words of Jesus that tenderly and powerfully cut to the heart of women at a well ensnared 

by sin. 

It was the words of Jesus that then tenderly and powerfully offered her what she truly needed to 

know, that Jesus would provide spiritual life for her. 

 

As Jesus in introduced to us in Marks gospel he begins with words! The Kingdom of God is near, 

Repent and believe the good news. 

 

Jesus life changing words live on of course through the words of the Bible.   

What is it that encourages us to engage with those life giving, life changing words? When we realise 

that that they are sharp sword of Jesus that will still bring about his intended aims today.  

As we look outwards to the world there are many ways we can help people to encounter those 

powerful, life changing words; On Sundays, at the explore course, in our personal conversations, at 

events we put on, simply sitting and reading the bible with someone. How desperate are we to 

introduce people to these words? 

 

 



Next we see that Jesus’ mission has ………. 

B) Has the right motivation v 3-4 

 

With such great power available wouldn’t we be tempted to use it for ourselves? 

 

If my words could achieve whatever I please, wouldn’t I be very tempted in my darkest moments to 

use them for nothing other than myself? 

 

But this doesn’t seem to be the case with Jesus.  

 

He said to me, “You are my servant, 

    Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 

 

And do you notice the title that the servant, Jesus is given here?  

 

Israel! 

 

Why call him Israel? 

 

Well ultimately Jesus would come to represent Gods people Israel and fulfil what they could never 

achieve themselves.  

 

Where they failed to keep the moral law of God, Jesus would fulfil it perfectly 

Where they failed to relate and know God, Jesus would know God perfectly 

Where they would fail to show the nations around the goodness of Gods way, Jesus would do so 

perfectly 

Where ceremonial sacrifice would fail to provide atonement/forgiveness for their sins Jesus would 

himself be the atoning sacrifice. 

 

As Jesus comes to fulfil perfectly what Gods people could not what does he do? He displays the 

splendour of God. That is the motivation of the mission. 

This is the wonder of Jesus that as you meet him you meet a man, no different to us in that sense 

but you meet the divine also. The God man, the one who can truly display Gods’ splendour because 

he is God with us! What a claim but if that is true then it is the claim of claims and truly through 

Jesus you can reach out and see and know and taste the splendour of God. 

 

 

How exactly would that happen? 

 

The mission would ……… 

 

C)  Restore Gods people v5 

 

V5 

 



And now the LORD says— 

    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 

to bring Jacob back to him 

    and gather Israel to himself, 

for I am[a] honored in the eyes of the LORD 

    and my God has been my strength— 

 

It is easy for us to forget the special place that the nation of Israel had in the OT. What a privilege to 

be counted as the chosen people of God. 

 

We have already seen that God intended to raise up Cyrus, the mighty King of the Persians to rescue 

his people from the physical exile in Babylon but what is different here? 

 

Jesus would be the one “bring Jacob back to him and to gather Israel to himself” 

That is Jesus would come and finally and fully bridge the gap between Gods people and God through 

his death.  

 

What is the presumption? That if they are brought back, if they need to be gathered, they have 

wandered away! 

 

Doesn’t that display an incredible amount of patience on God’s part! When people wander away 

from God his patience means that they can still come back! 

 This was the people that despite their privilege had rebelled against God time and time again. Yet 

even to the point of being disciplined in exile in Babylon God worked powerfully to see them 

restored and returned not just to their land and their homes but to him.  

 

What was the response to Jesus coming to Gods own people? 

 

In the gospels we see first-hand how on the one hand some would receive him and yet on the other, 

even and especially those among the religious authorities rejected him. 

 

Is this the kind of God you believe in?  The God who is patient and doesn’t want anyone to perish? 

 

For us as Christian’s do you see how God patience even lasts to us? The Christian life is one of 

growing to be more like Jesus but every day we slip up and every day we need to depend on the 

grace and mercy of God. There will be come among us this morning who need to know this. God is 

slow to anger and rich in love. But we are not to take the Gods patience for granted 

 

 

Now Isaiah 49 shows us next that Jesus mission was not just to restore his own people but looked 

much broader and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+49&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18642a


Jesus mission 

 

Will reach the whole earth v6-7 

 

Have you ever got involved with something and then realised it’s so much bigger than you first 

thought. 

 

I remember helping a friend after their wedding by moving some equipment for them. If this friend 

is listening it was a pleasure bro!. But the wedding was in London. Here are just some of the places 

we visited.  

 

So dropping things off in different parts of London didn’t just mean a little trip to Burniston, then 

barrowcliff then valley road, then Eastfield and Cayton. That would take time but we are talking 

miles and miles across London in the dead of night which I realised in London isn’t that dead. I 

eventually dropped the last load off at my mates house and crashed in his bed at 6am so I could get 

a tiny bit of sleep before church.  

 

Scarborough is one thing, London another but Isaiah 49 shows us that God’s mission is to the ends of 

the earth………….. 

 

V6 

 

he says: 

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 

    to restore the tribes of Jacob 

    and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

    that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 

 

We have already seen this is Isaiah 42:6 

But the message comes back with even greater force! Jesus mission is for the nations! 

 

V7 

 

This is what the LORD says— 

    the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel— 

to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation, 

    to the servant of rulers: 

“Kings will see you and stand up, 

    princes will see and bow down, 

because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 

Do you see how Jesus gets response even from royalty? 

 



 

Not only is Jesus plan A but he is plan A for the whole earth. 

 

In fact it is often thought that the claims of Christianity are exclusive but Isaiah 49 says not at all. 

 

1. His salvation is won not by a commitment to a particular culture, religion, pathway, 

hierarchy but by commitment to the Jesus who would die on a cross to win it for us.  

If you want to receive Gods salvation and know eternal life then collects your visa! 

What is your visa? It’s Christ on the cross. You don’t have to do anything but trust him! 

 

2. He is not seeking to share authority with anyone! 

Did you see that? Ever rulers bow! 

 

He is the one that Kings stand up for and that princes bow down before.  The world is filled 

with competing authorities. I am my own authority, you are your own authority, the idols 

people worship are authority’s not to be questioned and in a world confused about who is to 

be boss. Jesus himself comes as the true authority and says gather, be restored to me.   

 

We live in an age that doesn’t really want to engage with all the evidence about who might 

be a genuine authority but we just love to say. Whatever it is for you go for it!  

Surely if we all said that then the world will be at peace!  

The reality is however that authorities clash and only when we bow the knee before the real 

King will people truly know peace. 

 

The thing is that if Jesus is the ultimate, final and genuine authority don’t you think we 

should make sure our response to him is right? Have you done? If there is any shadow of 

doubt in your mind then engage with Jesus who comes to all people and is for all people. 

 

Finally with Jesus mission reaching globally and winning salvation for people across the globe what 

does it lead too? 

 

Jesus mission ……….. 

 

Will provide for his people v 8 – 13 

 

 

Finally we are told that ultimate good comes through the mission of Jesus because it leads to 

the provision and Joy of his people.  

 

1. Provision  

V 8 

 

8 This is what the LORD says: 



“In the time of my favor I will answer you, 

    and in the day of salvation I will help you; 

I will keep you and will make you 

    to be a covenant for the people, 

 

Firstly we see how provision is provided to Jesus by his Father 

 

These are words spoken to Jesus that he will be helped and kept. You see the mission of 

salvation for the earth would come at a cost. Huge suffering and Jesus death but the agent will 

make it through.  

 

He himself would be come a covenant a provision for the people. Jesus death and resurrection 

is the covenant, the promise, to the world that those who believe in him shall be provided with 

eternal life. 

 

Not only is this provision applied to Jesus during his life but its also applied to the church in this 

life. 

 

In 2 Corinthians 6:2 – The apostle Paul tells us that the day of salvation also refers to now. Not just 

the day Jesus died on the cross but this period of time when the church is on a mission to be a light 

to the world, to share the message of the gospel. God provides the help! He does not leave us alone 

but sends his spirit to motivate and equip us. Some of us have felt re-motivated and equipped as we 

have spent time in life groups learning what it means to share this message. 

 

But this provision and help is not only for now, the mission of Jesus will lead to future physical and 

spiritual provision. 

 

V9  

 

“They will feed beside the roads 

    and find pasture on every barren hill. 
10 They will neither hunger nor thirst, 

    nor will the desert heat or the sun beat down on them. 

He who has compassion on them will guide them 

    and lead them beside springs of water. 

 

The Mission of Jesus leads to the final and full provision of Gods people. In a broken world, in a 

suffering and sin filled world will there be a happy ending? 

 

Revelation 21 picks up the language 

 

“He will wipe every test from their eyes. There will be no more death or 

mourning or crying or pain for the old order of things has passed away. 

 



We raised the question at the Ceilidh the other night. Will heave be boring. 

 

Well time and time again the Bible assures us that Jesus mission will not end in boredom  but as God 

comforts his people there will be great and endless joy. 

 

V13  

 

Shout for joy, you heavens; 

    rejoice, you earth; 

    burst into song, you mountains! 

For the LORD comforts his people 

    and will have compassion on his afflicted ones. 

 

The mission of Jesus is great and will be accomplished. Through faith in him we can look forward to 

the end result with great anticipation ! 

 

 


