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Introduction  

The invitation of a sales person v the invitation of a friend! 

What is the difference? 

Let’s be honest about it ….. 

Sometimes the invite of a salesperson will sound more enticing/exciting than an 

invite to your friend’s party! Depending on if they can throw a good party. 

A salesperson on the other hand has in front of you the product of all products. The 

one thing that will change your life truly! 

A great discussion in my house at the moment is my EE phone bill because the 

product that I was presented with by the talented salesperson sounded like the deal 

of all deals but of course it comes with a catch. A price to be paid, a cost that you 

can’t get round until 24 months has expired.  

Life is full of deals that sound to good be true, full of contracts, full of catches so …. 

As we open up Isaiah 55 we see an invite that sounds too good to be true, we see the 

honest cost and the contract that truly works for you. 

 

1. A great invite v1-5 

 

 Just come! V1 

Let’s look down at v1 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, 

    come to the waters; 

and you who have no money, 

    come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without cost. 

It’s a call to come to a feast/party! It’s a call to just come. Anyone! Everyone! Just 

come. 

“Can I do anything to help?” – Just come! 
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“Can I bring anything?” – Just come! 

Those without money are told to come, buy and eat.  

It’s a clever use of words. You can’t buy this food and drink! It’s a free offer for 

anyone who wants to come.  

- It’s not an exclusive dinner for the rich and famous though the rich and 

famous can come. 

- It’s not a soup kitchen for the poorest of the poor though they are welcome 

too. 

What is it then? 

 Be fully satisfied v2  

It’s the opportunity to be fully satisfied. 

V2 

Why spend money on what is not bread, 

    and your labor on what does not satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 

    and you will delight in the richest of fare. 

The people were spending their money on wouldn’t and couldn’t satisfy them. 

The offer in v2 is to eat nourishing, healthy and satisfactory food.  

We stopped at McDonalds yesterday and it’s delicious but it doesn’t always leave 

you fulfilled. 

So how does THIS food and drink truly satisfy? 

 

 Find satisfaction in the right place ……. V3a 

This feast is ultimately a picture of something much more satisfying than any food or 

drink you can imagine. 

V3 

Give ear and come to me; 

    listen, that you may live. 
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Did you see that? 

“Come to me” says God. 

This ISN’T an invitation to come and try God out and see if you get on…. 

This is an invitation to come and be satisfied in God himself! 

How does he do that? 

 By providing us with true life! 

“Listen, that you may live.” 

Life with God is life to the full.  

However there is one big problem with that statement.  

We don’t believe it? 

We are convinced that other things can satisfy us more. 

Yet if God is the creator of all things then all that is good about all the things you 

know and love finds its ultimate source/root in God who made everything.  

Therefore the most sensible thing is to get to know the God who made us if he really 

is the God of joy and true life. 

CS Lewis once said: 

“We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition 

when infite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making 

mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a 

holiday by the sea. We are far to easily pleased.” 

 

Don’t settle for too little. 

Is God just someone we are trying out in the supermarket of life or is God THE one 

who we are looking to find true life? 

 Do we see him as the one who truly satisfies? Being a Christian isn’t necessarily the 

easy life but the true life, the satisfied life. 

 The pursuit of more money, a relationship, a better relationship, success at work, 

popularity are all things many of us are seeking but don’t let them distract us and get 
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in the way of us finding joy, life and satisfaction in the only one who can truly offer it. 

Everything will let us down. 

It’s a trust thing. Do you trust God to satisfy. 

So how do we get hold of this satisfaction then? 

 Through the right promise v3b-5 

We need to look to the right place/to the right promise. 

Isaiah 55 goes on. 

v3-4 

I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 

    my faithful love promised to David. 
4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, 

    a ruler and commander of the peoples. 

God says here is the deal………. 

He will make an everlasting covenant with his people of the same type he made with 

King David. The same faithful love is applied to the people.  

But how? 

Well we are to look beyond David. Acts 13:36 tells us: “When David had served God’s 

purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his ancestors and 

his body decayed. But the one whom God raised from the dead did not see decay” 

Who is that? Jesus! 

The same Jesus who said:  

John 10:10: “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” 

John 4:14: “Whoever drinks the water I will give them will never thirst. Indeed, the 

water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life” 

Have you tasted the life that Jesus offers? Do you know how to do that?  

Through Faith! Have you trusted in him yet? The experience is that all who do that 

are filled and will receive eternal life. 
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What about those of us who have put our trust in Jesus. How do we keep or 

experience more of that satisfaction in knowing God? 

 We worship him in Spirt and Truth according to John 4.  

That sounds complicated!  

It’s really not! 

If you are a Christian you have God’s Spirit and you know the truth and every time 

you look to God’s word to know the truth better as Gods Spirit helps us to bathe in 

the truth and feeds us with the nourishing words of God so that we are freshly 

satisfied each time. So here is what Bible study is and here is what it isn’t. 

It isn’t simply an academic exercise to know more information. Cleverest wins! It isn’t 

a free for all where we say I really feel that the Bible is saying this just because I 

happen to feel it today. A bible study is an experience of God feeding us with his 

words. As we engage our minds Gods spirit feeds our hearts with the satisfying truth 

of God. 

Now this is the phenomenal deal God offers but at what cost does it come? 

 

2. A great payment v6-13 

We all know that life just cost’s. So what can hurt the most are the hidden and 

unexpected costs.  You can plan, you can take care, you can watch your wallet but 

sometimes the costs just pile up. 

Most people avoid anyone in town trying to sell anything. We often don’t stop 

because we just know there is a catch.  

(Unless you are part of the town centre mission team sharing the hope of the gospel 

for free!) 

But with such a great deal we have to get clear what the commitments are and what 

the costs are that God demands? 

 

V6-7 
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6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

    call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 

    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, 

    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

We have seen that this invite is a just come kind of invite. What does it look like to 

respond to the invite? 

A) Simply walk in the right direction 

 

We are simply told to seek the Lord while he may be found and a call on him 

while he is near. 

But what does that mean?  

 

It doesn’t mean God is going away but rather the simple reality is that our 

hearts do wander and don’t naturally bend towards worshipping God and 

finding satisfaction in him.  

Therefore now is always the urgent and right time to come. 

 

The Bible says it means to repent. 

Repentance means to change our mind-set/to turn around and to let Jesus be Lord of 

our lives and not us.  

V7 

Let the wicked forsake their ways 

    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

 

Have you done that yet? Have you got the point when you have said I am not 

the Captain of the ship of my life but Jesus is?  

 

Repentance means a fundamental change of course in life! That is not dull 

that is true life and satisfaction. 

 

 

We also need to understand the payment arrangements. 
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B) Understand the payment arrangements. V7b 

As we respond to this invite some will see is as if you are invited to a bad party that 

you, the guest, have to pay for to attend. 

“That’s Christianity! It ruins your life and you have to pay to get in!” 

1. Christianity is the opposite of a bad party! It’s experiencing life to the full with 

God. 

2. But we also see here in V7 the payment requirement. 

 

Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, 

    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

 

If you haven’t yet picked this up you have got to know that at the heart of 

Christianity is not you piling up your good deeds but Jesus on a cross paying the price 

for all your bad deeds and rebellious heart attitude. 

Do you see how generous this invite is?  God has paid the way for you to have life to 

the full through Jesus.  

However that’s just as we start out as a Christian but surely just like many of our bills, 

just because you get a good deal at the beginning doesn’t mean they won’t hike the 

price up later on? 

Will the price be hiked up? 

No …… 

Your sin is paid for. That’s what we see in Isaiah 53 so clearly. If it’s paid for by Jesus 

then it’s not paid for by you and it’s NEVER paid for by you.  

That’s why the Bible says there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus! 

But how can we know that this payment really works? 

C. Humbly accept God’s payment plan v8-11 

This deal of ultimate satisfaction in God alone paid for my Christ alone perhaps 

leaves you with the sense that sense that it’s all too good to be true or can this 

actually work? 

 

You need to hear what we read next in Isaiah 55:  
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V8-9 

 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the LORD. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

God has a greater mind and greater morals so his payment plan is THE plan.  

 

There was no other way other that the perfect Son of God taking on human flesh and 

dying in our place.  

 

But more than that we know the plan will work because he has said it will work: 

 

God’s word is itself a fixed contract. 

 

V10-11 

As the rain and the snow 

    come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it 

    without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 

    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

    It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

 

Now I am not a gardener but as I look out at our little back yard I have started to see 

things grow courtesy of our household gardener.  

I didn’t realise that a when you got married you also got a Gardner as part of the 

deal! 

I know enough to know that you need water, light and nutrients and things grow! 
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Here is what else I know from Isaiah 55. That when Gods word is spoken it always 

makes things happen. 

Here are 2 quick evidences. 

1. We saw 2 weeks ago Isaiah 52:13-53:12. Our life group spent a good amount 

of time enjoying how clearly words spoken so long before Jesus were directly 

fulfilled by Jesus.  

What God promises he always brings true. 

2. I am blown away by the evidence of Gods powerful word among us that 

always achieves its purpose.  

- God’s word is bringing growth through people becoming Christians here. 

- God’s word is bringing growth in Christians who 2 years ago were spiritually 

hungry. 

- God’s word is bringing growth to people who have been Christians many 

years.  

 God is a God of fixed contracts and his word always works and brings what he has 

promised true. 

Finally with this incredible invite offered and paid for Isaiah 55 encourages us too. 

 

D. Anticipate the pre-paid eternal joy and satisfaction v12-13 

 

God’s people in Babylonian exile needed to hear of hope beyond physical exile and 

that’s what they get  

V12 

You will go out in joy 

    and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and hills 

    will burst into song before you, 

and all the trees of the field 

    will clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, 

    and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. 

This will be for the LORD’s renown, 
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    for an everlasting sign, 

    that will endure forever.” 

V12 Those who respond to the invite will experience Joy and peace that flows from a 

satisfying relationship with their creator.  

Yet even more than that we have an image of the whole of creation in joyful 

relationship with their creator! Our eyes are lifted to the new heavens and the new 

earth that God will bring full restored in the future. 

The sign then that God has truly kept his side of the deal is v13. 

The curse that left creation broken in every part will be overcome through Jesus as 

Gods people life in perfect satisfaction with their God in Gods place. 

It will be an everlasting proof that Gods deal is always incredible, paid for by Jesus 

and never to be broken! 

The deal God offers is satisfaction in him! We taste it now as we come to Jesus but 

we experience it fully in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 


