
The rule of God 

Isaiah 51:9-52:12 

 
Are you a good sleeper? 
 
Here is some sleep information I found on the Internet.  
 

 
 
We all know why we long for sleep. Our bodies are designed to rest. We need sleep if we 
are to function well.  
 
However, although too little sleep is a problem, there is also the danger of too much sleep.  
Whether it’s the teenager or the tired worker, we all know that too much time under the duvet 
isn’t good for us. And there comes a point when we feel the urge to approach someone and 
wake them up. 



And that’s because there is a life to be lived. There are things to be done. Yes, we’re built 
to rest, but we’re also built for action.  
 
And the one thing that all sleepers have in common, regardless of whether you sleep on 
your back or your side, and whether you sleep silently or are a noisy snorer, is that all 
sleepers are inactive until they are woken up. 
 
Now friends this whole section of the Bible is about being woken up for action. 
 
In fact, three times we hear exactly the same phrase. Did you spot it? 
 

 51:9 – Awake, awake 

 51:17 – Awake, awake 

 52:1 – Awake, awake 
 
This is not an accident. The Holy Spirit has deliberately put this repetition in these verses to 
alert us to this big theme of being woken up for action. 
 
Who is being asked to wake up? There are two different people.  
 

 God himself is being asked to wake up (51:9-16) 

 God’s people are being asked to wake up (51:17-52:12) 
 
First, let’s see what it means for God to wake up (51:9-16) 
 
Look at verse 9. Read verses 9 and 10. 
 
God’s people are asking the arm of the LORD to wake up. This is explained by the next line 
– clothe yourself with strength. 
 
It’s not a prayer that God would somehow get stronger. As if he should head down to the 
divine gym and lift some weights. No, it’s a prayer for God to use his infinite strength to help 
his people. Or put slightly differently, it’s a request for God to act in strength to help his 
people. 
 
God is always active in his world. He controls the big and small details so that this world 
continues and that his plans and purposes are always achieved.  
 
But there are occasions when God acts in mighty ways. And that’s what the people of God 
are crying out for in this chapter of Isaiah. They are prisoners in captivity. They want 
liberation. But they are weak and helpless. So they pray to their God to come in power to 
rescue them.  
 
They know he has done it many times before. In particular, they remember when he rescued 
them with power from Egypt, which in verse 9 is referred to as a great monster called 
Rahab. 
 
As they remember the power acts of God in the past, they pray that they will see God 
powerfully act again in the present to rescue them from their slavery in Babylon. 
 
Why didn’t God just do it without his people asking? God has ordered the universe in 
such a way that he so often acts in response to the prayers of his people. It deepens our 
dependence on him and it shows us clearly who is responsible – so it helps us praise God 
for what he has done. 
 



The reality is that not everyone in a church family are as equally eager to pray. Some 
definitely relate to what we’ve read. There will be many others who are far less enthusiastic. 
 
If this is you, then listen to what God says in verse 12. Read verses 12 to 14. 
 
It is so easy to lose perspective. To be paralysed by those around us. God in his grace 
reminds us to look up at how great and glorious he is. 
 
This is to inspire us to pray.  
 
Suppose you got a message from someone you trusted that a rich person wanted to give 
away £20,000 to anyone who got back to him by the end of the day. We have a God who is 
powerful to act. He wants us to petition him so that he does act. 
 
Let’s do it. Let’s ask God to wake up and bring his power to bear on our lives and the loves 
of those around us.  
 
Thousands in spiritual darkness. Are we praying for the Lord to act? As we listen to our 
corporate prayers, our Life Group prayers, our personal prayers. Are we keen to pray like 
this? Spiritual breakthroughs in our lives. Desire for the Word of God. Commitment. Service. 
Sacrifice. Our prayer for 100 every Sunday. 
 
Let’s ask the God of power to powerfully act before our very eyes. 
 
Second, let’s focus on what is means for God’s people to be awake (51:17-52:12) 
 
Remember to be asleep is to be inactive. The command to wake up is a call to action. 
 
The action God wants to see from his people is found at the end of this section, in 52:11. 
Read Isaiah 52:11. 
 
For those hearing this in the year 539 BC, this meant literally get out. The temptation was 
still there to remain. The journey home was filled with dangers, uncertainties and discomfort. 
In comparison, even though Babylon was hard, at least they knew what life was like. And in 
some sense it was more comfortable than the prospect of leaving. 
 
What does this mean for us? The New Testament uses the name Babylon as a symbol for 
a way of living that is worldly. That is not determined and directed by God’s Word. God’s 
people are called to leave this way behind. See Revelation 18:4. Not run away to the 
monasteries. But stay in the world and yet not be of the world. 
 
This is what God wants. What will motivate us to do this? What will wake us up from our 
sleepy inactivity? 
 
Two truths… 
 

 Our judgement has been dealt with (51:17-23) 
 
Look at 51:17. Read 51:17. 
 
This is a very evocative picture of God’s people tasting God’s judgement.  
 
But now there is a different day. Look at verse 21. Read verses 21 and 22. 
 
The cup has been taken away. 
 



This release from God’s judgement is to motivate God’s people to action. Why are they to 
depart from Babylon? Because God has removed the cup of judgement. 
 
This image of the cup of judgement returns in the life of Jesus. See Mark 14:32-36. In the 
Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus speaks about a cup. He asks if it possible for it to be 
removed from him. It is the cup of wrath. He drinks it on the cross so we can be spared.  
 
He drinks all of it. Nothing to fear. 
 
This message is at the heart of Christianity.  
 
It is a powerful motivation to live holy lives. I am liberated from the past so I can live in the 
present.  
 

 We have a new identity (52:1-12) 
 
Look at 52:1. Read 52:1-2. 
 
It’s beautiful picture language. 
 
God’s people are told to wake up and put on their garments of splendour. Rise up and sit 
enthroned.  
 
What’s this talking about? God’s people are being presented as a royal queen.  
 
Their current situation sees them looking like a weak slave of a powerful empire.  
 
But as this section goes on we hear that God has other plans. Listen to verse 7. Read 
verses 7 to 10. 
 
The LORD reigns. He will bare his holy arm to rescue his people.  
 
He did that for them as he brought them home.  
 
He did it again when he sent Jesus Christ as the great King we all need.  
 
What new identity do we have as God’s people? We are the bride of Christ. His precious 
Queen. Or more accurately, we are his betrothed, waiting for our future wedding day. We are 
to live out our new identity in practice.  
 
Meghan Markel joining the Royal Family. She had a privileged life as a Hollywood actress. 
But she is now royalty. She is learning what this means for how she lives.  
 
Who you think you are has a powerful motivator to what you do.  
 
We can often be paralysed or sleepy when we forget who we are.  
 
Not yet a Christian? Jesus offers you entry into his royal family. 
 
A Christian? This is what you have already because of Jesus. 
 
In Conclusion 
 
When you awaken each morning, let’s remember our big theme of today. Life is about 
action. As we remember this, let’s ask God to act. Let’s ask him to strengthen us so we can 
act as his servants until we wait to see him face to face. Let’s pray. 


