
The death of God 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

 
Help for Heroes is a British charity that launched on 1st October 2007 to help provide better 
facilities for British servicemen and women who had been wounded in the line of duty. Every 
year, they run a variety of creative initiatives to raise substantial funds so that our heroes are 
properly recognised for their sacrifices.  
 
There is something within all of us that knows that those who protect others through sacrifice 
deserve honour and recognition. We are rightly outraged when heroes are ignored or 
marginalised or forgotten. 
 
This passage of the Bible is all about ensuring that the greatest hero who have ever lived, 
Jesus Christ, gets the recognition he deserves.  
 
I want to show you two wonderful truths that emerge from this passage. 
 

 The man who deserves honour (52:13-15) 

 The message that creates honour (53:1-12) 
 
First, the man who deserves honour (52:13-15) 
 
Look at verse 13. Read verse 13. 
 
This is not the first time in the book of Isaiah that we have met this person called the 
servant. 
 
Over the last few weeks, we’ve been tracing the story from Isaiah chapter 40 to chapter 
55, and have seen that originally most of the words were directed towards the situation of 
God’s people in Babylon in the year 539 BC. Remember they were living as exiles in a 
country far away from home. But occasionally, in the middle of all this, a mysterious person 
called the servant has been presented to us. An individual who one day would arrive to 
carry out a rescue much more important and much more dramatic than even bringing God’s 
people back from exile.  
 
It becomes clear that this servant is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
What we have in these servant passages, are predictions, long before his birth, of what 
Jesus would do when he arrived, and how people should respond to him.  
 
In verse 13 we are listening to the voice of God the Father. See my servant. What he tells us 
is that the Lord Jesus Christ would do everything right. That is, he would act wisely.  
 
And, as a result, he would raised, and lifted up and highly exalted.  
 
Some have seen this as a detailed reference to Jesus’ resurrection, his ascension and his 
enthronement.  
 
But I think it’s more likely to be a general reference to the highly honoured state that God the 
Father gives to his servant Jesus. 
 
This begs the question, why? What has the servant done to receive such an honoured 
exaltation? Listen to verse 14. Read verses 14 to 15a.  
 
The key word to understand is the word sprinkle.  
 



Many places in the Old Testament when we see blood being sprinkled on objects and 
people. High Priest would sprinkle blood on items in the tabernacle and temple. Exodus 24 
the people of God are sprinkled with blood. This was a sign of their sin being cleaned up.  
 
Why blood and not just water? The blood reminded people that in order for sin to be 
cleaned up, a death must occur. Sin had a price that had to be paid.  
 
All this was pointing to a future day when Jesus would come and die in the place of sinners 
and his blood was make them acceptable to be in God’s presence. 
 
Did you notice who this was for? Many nations.  
 
Here is a rescue mission on a scale that is unprecedented and unique. One person who 
will sacrifice himself so that people from around the world and throughout history can have 
their sins paid for and so be ready to be in God’s presence forever! 
 
And so, no wonder God the Father has exalted Jesus to a highly honoured place. Because 
it is the proper recognition for what he has achieved.  
 
What I love about this section of the Bible is that heaven leads the way. God the Father 
shows us the right response. But then we read about how we should respond.  
 
Listen to how verse 15 continues. Read verse 15b. 
 
Who normally does the talking in the presence of royalty? They do. They are more important 
so everyone else waits until they are spoken to. Silence is a sign of humble submission.  
 
Why are these kings silent before the servant? They are honouring him as the most 
important one in the room. 
 
Now what’s vital to realise is that the reaction of these people is not the result of watching 
the servant or seeing pictures of him. No, they honour him because they hear and 
understand what he has achieved.  
 
This is so important for us to grasp. Wonderfully we look around the world and millions of 
people follow Jesus. It is quite astounding when you think about it. But of course many 
millions don’t honour him.  
 
What will change them? Why should anyone be interested in what a Jewish man who lived 
2000 years ago have to say? Like the kings, they need to hear and understand what Jesus 
has achieved and what he offers. 
 
Let me talk about the message that creates honour.  
 
Second, the message that creates honour (53:1-12) 
 
Look at 53:1. Read verse 1. 
 
Three things to notice. 
 

 This message speaks about the arm of the LORD. That is, it speaks about God’s 
powerful act of salvation. 

 

 This message that needs to be believed, not just heard. That is, it will demand a 
personal response. 



 This message we will need God’s help for someone to believe. Verse 1 speaks of God 
revealing the truth to people.  

 
What about the specific content of the message? What does God’s powerful act of 
salvation through his servant actually look like? Prepare for some surprises. Look at verse 3. 
Read verse 3. 
 
Here is a man who wouldn’t be appearing on any of our modern lifestyle magazines, would 
he? Nobody is looking at this person with covetous glances. No, people are turning away 
him. He’s not Mr Popular. He is Mr Despised and Mr Rejected. An individual who suffers 
horrendous pain at the hands of others.  
 
The question is, why? Listen to verse 4. Read verses 4 to 6.  
 
These verses are clearly describing what happened to Jesus on the cross. They speak of 
his pain. They speak of his wounds. They even speak about him being pierced – which is 
remarkable when you remember that these verses were written around 700 years before 
Jesus was born! 
 
But these verses are more than just description. They don’t tell us simply what happened, 
they tell us why Jesus suffered on the cross.  
 
And yet here is the incredible news! It was through his suffering that he achieved his great 
victory. It wasn’t that he first suffered pain, persevered through it and then afterwards 
achieved a great victory. No, the salvation that he won for others came through the pain he 
suffered for others. 
 
This is made very clear in verses 4 to 6. Listen to verse 4. And as you do, listen carefully to 
the reason why this person, Jesus, is suffering.  Read verses 4 to 6.  
 
These verses make it clear that as Jesus died on the cross, sin was being punished. 
However, they tell us plainly that it wasn’t judgement for his own sins that Jesus was bearing 
but the penalty of other people’s sin.  
 
And I think in order to make sure we get the point, these truths are stressed again as we 
continue reading. Look at verse 8. Read verses 8 and 9.  
 
Most of us understand the principle of substitution. We see it used in sports teams all the 
time. A person comes on to take someone else’s place. Why? Because often there is a 
problem that needs to be solved. It is hoped that the substitute will be able to sort it out. 
 
Friends, here is Jesus the substitute. God’s promised servant who has been sent into the 
world to solve our biggest problem, the punishment we deserve because of our rejection of 
God. He does it as he dies on the cross.  
 
From one perspective this looks like the place of failure. It is actually the place of victory.  
 
And yet even this isn’t the end of the story. Look at verse 11. Read verses 11 and 12. We’re 
told of the resurrection and then the exaltation of Jesus to the highest place of honour. 
 
What are the implications of all this? Let me mention four.  
 
First, it should persuade us to follow Jesus 
 
This message creates honour. How? We understand what Jesus has done and we honour 
him by following him as our King. Have you done this?  



Second, it should give us great assurance 
 
A number of years ago a famous Christian preacher called Billy Graham was being 
interviewed on Australian radio. At one point in the conversation the interviewer decided to 
ask Billy Graham about his future destiny. “Mr Graham, how confident are you that you are 
going to heaven?” There was no hesitation. Billy Graham responded, “I have absolutely no 
doubts. I am completely confident that I have a place waiting for me in heaven.” Now at this 
point the telephone switchboard lit up like a Christmas tree. Caller after caller phoned in and 
expressed their amazement at the arrogance of a man who was so confident about his 
future. They were enraged. Quite simply, they were enraged that anyone could speak with 
certainly about their eternal destination. How could he know where he was going? He knew 
the implications of this chapter of Isaiah. Jesus had paid for all his sins. 
 
Third, it should give us great joy 
 
Eating out in a restaurant. The worst bit is when you have to pay. But what a joy it is when 
someone else picks up the bill. 
 
At the end of time, we’ll have to settle the bill for the life we’ve lived. But the wonderful news 
of Isaiah 53 is that Jesus has paid for our sins so that we don’t have to.  
 
Let’s pray for the inner joy that this truth should produce! 
 
Fourth, it should motivate us to sacrifice for Jesus  
 
When I realise that Jesus has done this for me, why would I not give up everything for him? 
 
We are addicted to comfort and many Christians prefer consumer faith to committed faith. 
 
If we want the gospel to go wide and deep, we need to be committed to the task and to each 
other. 
 
We need to increase the number of people on our Sunday service teams. We want people to 
be involved in weekday ministry. We long to grow the number of ministries.  
 
But surely this will impact our commitment to other things and our desire for comfort? Yes, 
absolutely.  
 

Maybe you are feeling this already 😊 

 
What will motivate us to do this? The sacrifice of Jesus.   
 
 
So this Easter as we hear again the familiar story of Jesus and his cross, let’s ensure that 
we give the greatest hero in the universe the honour and recognition he deserves. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


