
The people of God 

Isaiah 54:1-17 

 
In human history, there have been many significant events that have resulted in massive 
changes for huge numbers of people.   
 
There are countless examples but here is a sample.  
 

 The use of the wheel on vehicles for the first time. Suddenly movement became easier.  

 Or what about the first flight by the Wright Brothers on 17th December 1903? Suddenly 
the world became smaller.  

 Or what about the invention of the smartphone? Suddenly the world became closer.  
 
We could go on and on. But I’m sure you see the point. We’re thinking about events that 
result in people’s lives being radically transformed.  
 
Today on Easter Sunday we’re going to think about one of the most significant moments in 
human history, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Our focus will be 
on some of the massive implications that flow out of this earth-shaking event. 
 
We’re going to do this from Isaiah chapter 54. And the reason is because this is the point of 
this section of the Bible. 
 
It comes straight after Isaiah chapter 53. Which is a prediction of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus, more than 700 years before it happened. And then comes chapter 54. What’s this 
about? This is a chapter describing some of the wonderful blessings for the people of God 
that flow out of Jesus’ extravagant sacrifice.  
 
There are four things I want to show you. 
 
Because of what Jesus has done, God’s people will be… 
 

 A global people (Vs 1-3) 

 A secure people (Vs 4-10) 

 A beautiful people (Vs 11-13)  

 A victorious people (Vs 14-17) 
 
First, a global people (Vs 1-3) 
 
Look at verse 1. Read verses 1-3 
 
The people of a barren woman is a description of how God’s people felt in exile. They were 
small and down hearted. Some were wondering if they would be the last generation of those 
who trusted in the God of Israel. Is the end of the line? God says, no. God says their future 
will be bright. In fact, it will a future beyond their wildest dreams.  
 
Why? Because as a result of the work of God’s servant Jesus (Isaiah chapter 53) the 
people of God will expand numerically and globally (Isaiah chapter 54). 
 
The imagery used in verse 1 reminds us that this will not be a natural work but a 
supernatural work of God. A barren woman cannot have kids by natural means. So too with 
the explanation of God’s people after the arrival of Jesus the promised Messiah. It will 
require a mighty work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of men and women, and boys and girls. 
 



If you doubt this is the right way to handle this section of the Bible, then have a look at 
Galatians 4:27 where Paul applies this to people becoming Christians by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  
 
How have we seen this promise fulfilled over the centuries? 
 
What did Jesus command his first followers to do in Acts chapter 1? The gospel will be 
preached in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Wait for the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
What have we witnessed since Acts chapter 1? It’s incredible. Over the last 2000 years, 
billions of people from around the world have decided to worship Jesus as their crucified and 
risen Saviour! 
 
What does this mean for us? 
 
First, let’s sing joyfully. 
 
That’s the headline of verse 1. 
 
Let’s appreciate what we are part of and how great the work of God is. Sing about it! 
 
Second, let’s have a confident expectation that God will grow his church numerically and in 
diversity. 
 
Allow this to inspire us to share the gospel. Invite our friends. Give away resources. Start 
new ministries. Plant new churches. Send out missionaries. 
 
Let’s do this to a wide variety of people. 
 
This doesn’t mean that everyone will say yes. It doesn’t even mean that a majority will. But 
over time our normal expectation is that churches should grow not shrink. 
 
Second, a secure people (Vs 4-10) 
 
As a result of the sacrifice of Jesus, God’s people will be a secure people. 
 
You can read the details in verses 4 to 10 of God’s passionate love for his sinful people. 
 
But let me focus on verses 9 and 10. Verse 9. Read verses 9 and 10.  
 
Here is a vital message for those who are seeking to follow Jesus and yet who still sin – 

that’s all Christians by the way 😊 

 
What’s the big message? God is not angry at you. God is not punishing you. 
 
All of the punishment we deserve has been poured out on Jesus at the cross.  
 
This means that God is always loving towards us. What does this mean? All the time. 
Forever. Never a moment of anger. We are always and forever at peace with God.  
 
This doesn’t mean God will never discipline us. Of course he does. He promises to. Because 
discipline flows out of love. But discipline is vastly different from anger and punishment.  
 
Let me mention two implications of this truth. 
 



First, it means we don’t have to be afraid.  
 
That’s the headline of verse 4. 
 
Fear arises in our hearts when we imagine that our standing before God is based on our 
moral performance. It isn’t. It’s based on Christ. On this Easter Sunday, we are supposed to 
be blown away by the security that comes from the cross of Jesus.  
 
Second, let’s be motivated by love 
 
Some may be nervous that this kind of talk will discourage holy living or godly behaviour.  
 
Surely we need a bit more fear of God. 
 
No, a better motivation is love. 
 
Why should I live differently? Not because of a fear of punishment. But because I am 
bowled over by the committed love of God for a sinner like me.  
 
From a place of security, I seek to serve my Saviour. 
 
Third, a beautiful people (Vs 11-13) 
 
As a result of the sacrifice of Jesus, God’s people will be a beautiful people. 
 
Look at verse 11. Read verses 11 and 12. 
 
The city is a description of the people of God, not the place where the people will live. 
 
All this talk of precious jewels is a way to communicate that God’s people living after the 
death and resurrection of their Messiah will undergo divine beauty treatment.  
 
This idea of God’s people as a beautiful city is also picked up at the end of the Bible in 
Revelation 21.  
 
What we’re being told is that the ultimate end for God’s people is gloriously beautiful!  
 
But even before then we will undergo beautiful transformation. 
 
The question is how? Look at verse 13. Read verse 13. 
 
The Word of God will do it! 
 
Are there areas of your life that you want to change? Attitudes of your heart and the actions 
that flow out? 
 
Following Jesus makes us more beautiful! 
 
Fourth, a victorious people (Vs 14-17) 
 
As a result of the sacrifice of Jesus, God’s people will be a victorious people. 
 
It’s very obvious that these verses can’t mean that God’s people will never die from violent 
attack.  
 
Christian history is filled with many martyrs for the faith.  



My Gafcon video call with a church leader from Nigeria. 
 
The type of attack that is emphasised in the New Testament is spiritual attack from the 
devil.  
 
The devil wants all people to either miss out on Jesus or be ineffective for Jesus.  
 
How does he do it? He has two popular messages to achieve these wicked purposes.  
 
He either says to people: 
 

 You are good enough to do without Jesus 

 You are not good enough to be with Jesus 
 
He often attacks Christians with the sentiment that they are not good enough. That our sins 
are too big and that we really deserve to be condemned.  
 
If we believe him then we drift into despair or are distracted from being effective witnesses. 
 
What’s the answer? Claim your victory.  
 
Listen to verse 17. Read verse 17. 
 
Notice the focus is on refuting every tongue that accuses you. 
 
Friends, there is a wonderful prospect in eternity when we will be safe from all kinds of 
attack. But in the here and now, let’s claim this promise of spiritual protection, and wield 
our gospel swords whenever the enemy attacks.  
 
In conclusion 
 
So happy Easter everyone! Christ has died. Christ is risen. 
 
And because of this there are wonderful blessings for us to enjoy. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


