
Visible Love 

John 13:31-38 

 
Do you ever think it’s strange that people like to wear crosses round their necks?  
 
How would you respond if someone turned up wearing a golden electric chair? Or a lethal 
injection syringe dangling around their neck? 
 
The cross was the ancient Roman equivalent of an electric chair. Places were criminals were 
punished for their crimes. And others were warned not to follow in the footsteps of those they 
saw executed in extreme pain before their eyes.  
 
Why do Christians love to speak about the cross? Why not focus on other aspects of Jesus 
life? Again and again you will hear speaking about how grateful they are that Jesus died for 
them? Indeed, later in our service we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper as we look back to 
Jesus’ death and continue to proclaim it until he comes again. 
 
Why do this? Today we’ve going to focus on three truths that will help us make more sense 
of why Christians are not embarrassed by the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 The glory of the cross (Vs 31-32) 

 The love of the cross (Vs 33-35) 

 The uniqueness of the cross (Vs 36-38) 
 
First, the glory of the cross (Vs 31-32) 
 
Look at verse 31. Read verses 31 and 32. 
 
It’s not hard to work out the big theme of these verses. The word glorify or glorified is used 5 
times. 
 
What does this mean? God’s glory is all about his magnificent beauty.  
 
We may say that someone looks glorious. They radiate with beauty.  
 
Psalm 19:1, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his 
hands.” 
 
To glorify God is to give him the praise and honour he deserves because of his magnificent 
beauty.  
 
Here’s the shock. According to John 13, where does God reveal his glory? At the cross. 
We’re told that now the Son of Man is glorified. The next big event on the divine calendar 
will show the magnificent beauty of God. That’s the cross.  
 
How does such a barbaric event show the beauty of God? It reveals his character of 
loving sacrifice for those who have rebelled against him.  
 
As a response to the cross, the Father glorifies Jesus. Gives him the honour he deserves. 
So the death of Jesus is not the blot on an otherwise perfect copybook. It is the event 
deserving supreme honour.  
 
What are the implications for us? If the cross is the place where God is glorified and the 
event that results in the honour of Jesus, then we need to ensure that the cross is at the 
centre of our church and our lives. For example, the centre of our preaching, our songs, our 
prayers (Eph 3 – power to grasp the enormity of Christ’s love) and our evangelism.  



We might think this is obvious and why would any Christian deviate from this focus of the 
cross. There is always the temptation to speak of other things. 
 
The motto above the door of a church. We preach Christ crucified. What happens to a 
church that doesn’t actively focus on the cross? The motto gradually gets covered up by a 
vine. We preach Christ. We preach. We… 
 
In short, if we have a desire to see God honoured as he should then lift up the cross of 
Jesus.  
 
Why do Christians love to speak about the cross? It’s about glory. 
 
Second, it’s about love. 
 
Second, the love of the cross (Vs 33-35) 
 
Look at verse 33. Read verses 33-35. 
 
Jesus is adamant that he must go to his next destination alone. He is talking about the cross. 
We’ll come back to why he must do this alone in point three. But for now let’s ponder this big 
command that he gives his disciples to practice when he returns to heaven. 
 
What do we notice about it? 
 

 It’s a command 
 
Not an opinion or a suggestion but a command. 
 
John Piper, " If you are a follower of Jesus, a Christian, a child of God through faith in 
Christ, you are a person under authority. You are not your own. You do not call the shots 
any more. Jesus is more to you than Master of your life, but he is not less. He comes to you 
with more than commandments, but not less. You are a person whose life is defined by the 
will of another, namely, Jesus. What he wills you want." 
 
Someone is always calling the shots. Only Jesus is the all-knowing and all-wise master! 
 

 It’s a command to love not a command to like 
 
Jesus is not commanding us to like other Christians but to love them.  
 
The focus here is on actions not emotions.  
 

 It’s a new command 
 
This is not the first time God’s people have been told to love each other.  
 
Leviticus 19:18, “…love your neighbour as yourself…” 
 
What’s new about this command to love? Look closely at what Jesus says in the second half 
of verse 34. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  
 
The new dimension of this command is that the love of Christ displayed on the cross is to be 
the new motivating pattern and standard for our love for our spiritual brothers and sisters.  
 
The purposeful and costly sacrifice of Jesus is to be our definition of love.  
 



Let me talk about how we might express this love in practice. The three C’s. Our 
calendars, conversations, and cash. 
 
We see these three C’s in operation when people love other people and things.  
 

 Calendar – the ministry of turning up 
 

 Conversations – Speaking about God to people. Speaking to God about people or with 
people.  
 

 Cash – part of our motivation for giving to Trinity is because of love for each other 
 
If we love like this Jesus says the world will know that we are his disciples. 
 
It’s obvious why. People see a direct impact on our lives, and we can tell them why. It’s all 
because of Jesus!  
 
He did so much for me. I love to do so much for him.  
 
Why do Christians love to speak about the cross? It’s about glory and love.  
 
Third, it’s unique.  
 
Third, the uniqueness of the cross (Vs 36-38) 
 
Look at verse 36. Read verse 36. 
 
It’s interesting that Peter doesn’t pick up what Jesus says about the new command that 
Jesus gives but the place where he is going.  
 
Jesus is talking about returning to his Father. He again stresses that right now he must do 
this alone. But later Peter, and other disciples will be able to follow.  
 
This is all about the uniqueness and necessity of Jesus’ death. Remember Jesus is returning 
to heaven via the cross. He must do this if the way is to be open to others.  
 
Line of Duty. The chief ranking officers follow after the other officers, whose task it is to 
make things safe. In Jesus’ case, our Commander in Chief goes first to make things 
safe for others.  
 
We discover in verse 37 that this isn’t at all what Peter wants. Listen to his passionate 
outburst. Read verses 37 and 38. 
 
We admire Peter’s zeal and passion. But he is way wide of the mark when it comes to 
understanding the uniqueness of Jesus’ death on the cross.  
 
Peter may cry out, “I will lay down my life for you.” But what he needs to realise, and what 
we need to realise, is that if he, and we, are to be saved then it is Jesus who must lay down 
his life for us. 
 
Because he is the good shepherd and we are the sheep.  
 
In Conclusion 
 
Friends, I hope it is more obvious why we focus on the cross. Glory, love, unique. Let’s pray. 


