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John 15: 18-25 Ready to Go - Normal Persecution 
 
Introduction 

1. Bibles open - prayer - to know Jesus and make him 
known. 

2. Thanks Lee, for the opportunity to be part of your 
series - thanks all for the wonderful hospitality and 
welcome that Mandy and I have had + Dog. Great to 
be back on a Sunday, last time was the launch 
weekend at UTC. 

3. In my 20s I spent time in a tank regiment, during the 
Cold War in Germany - I gather that some remember 
this from last time, and why I left…! - whilst I was 
training at RMA Sandhurst to be an officer we were 
taught ‘warning orders’ - which was a way of ensuring 
that once I was aware that I needed to make a plan of 
campaign, I passed on enough instructions so that 
soldiers were able to get necessary preparations 
underway, whilst I finished preparing my plan - it gave 
basic instructions about upcoming operation so that 
they could eg put away cooking stoves, sleeping bags, 
other kit, and stowing them ready for move. -  

4. I learned value of warning orders in a competitive 
environment when having won the demanding 
stretcher race we came to be tested in a particular 
exercise - having received my orders I sat down to 

prepare a plan leaving my soldiers to enjoy some rest 
and recuperation - meant that when I had finished they 
were completely unprepared for jumping into vehicles 
and getting started - result was that we crossed the 
Start Line very late and everything came unstuck. A 
warning would have helped us avoid that ignominy and 
despite extra rest my soldiers were not happy teddy 
bears with their boss - warnings are good for managing 
expectations - Bible full of warnings - sign of grace 
because they help manage expectations - eg Noah 
was warned of the flood and was able to build an Ark.  

5. Our passage, following on in Ready to Go series in 
John’s gospel and following last week’s encouraging 
passage on Fruitful Lives from 15:1-17 contains a 
warning - purpose of warning is outlined in 16:1 …- so 
it has a positive purpose - without this and others like it 
the suggestion is that the apostles would fall away 
(stumble) - not just for Apostles, though particularly 
true for them, but for us too - The lesson is a hard one 
for us to take in but for us not to hear it and its 
significance would be like ignoring traffic signals when 
driving, not reading the small print of insurance that 
removes all that you think you are buying, or walking 
nonchalantly past the Danger of Death sign in the 
electricity substation. For me to fail to explain the 
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warning would be unloving of me and worse would 
invite God’s anger at me.  

6. The message I want to explain is this in summary: 
Don’t be surprised that the world hates Christians; God 
has warned us and has given us all we need to deal 
with it as we continue to tell everyone about Jesus. 

A. The World hates Christians 
7. Look with me at vs 18… although conditional it seems 

to assume that the world will hate the apostles. V19c 
…. V20 again the assumption is that they will be 
persecuted. The world hates Jesus’ followers but three 
questions: what is the world? Is hatred the right word? 
Why does the world hate Christians? 

8. What is the world Jesus is talking about? The word 
can be used in different ways but in John’s gospel the 
ongoing theme of the world is largely negative - look 
back at the prologue in Chap 1:9-11: The true light that 
gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He 
was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognise him. He came 
to what was his own, but his own did not receive him - 
a summary of what Jesus means by using ‘world’ in 
John’s gospel is: ‘the created order, especially of 
human beings and human affairs, in rebellion against 
its maker.’ - so when we come to our passage in C15 
we can see that humanity is in rebellion against God: 

hating Jesus, the apostles and all Christians - should 
not surprise us for this is the story of the Bible from 
Genesis 3 onwards where the Serpent successfully 
tempted Adam and Eve to rebel against their loving 
creator’s instruction - in the New Testament the 
teaching is very clear that the world includes by default 
all humanity by nature - John 3:36 shows us that the 
default position of humanity is under God’s wrath for 
rebellion - Ephesians 2 underlines this All of us [talking 
to Christians] also lived among them at one time, 
gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 
deserving of wrath (lit children of wrath) the rightful fate 
of all rebels. 

9. Is hatred the right word? One could argue fairly 
easily that the world hated Jesus because it was 
ultimately shown to do so in the coming together of 
everyone to kill him on the cross but is that kind of 
word appropriate for non-Christian humanity towards 
Christians? - is that word not too harsh?  It is a very 
strong word. Well, we only have to look at powerful 
global ideologies and religions to see that it is indeed 
true: take Marxism: Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn who spend 
many years in a Soviet prison wrote ‘Within the 
philosophical system of Marx and Lenin, and at the 
heart of their psychology, hatred of God is the principal 
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driving force, more fundamental than all their political 
and economic pretensions.’ How true that was of 
Soviet treatment of Christians and was and is true of 
treatment of Christians by Chinese government both 
under Marxist ideology and increasingly so again under 
a more market-based economy do - Nazism was no 
friend of Christians as Dietrich Bonhoeffer and many 
others discovered - Islamists don’t restrict their hatred 
to Christians but specifically target Christians, often 
forcing them to recite the Shahada, the Muslim creed 
which if done means conversion to Islam - many 
examples in recent years of where those like Ethiopian 
Christians in Libya or Kenyan or Nigerians Christians 
who do not recite the Shahada are sumarily 
despatched - time does not allow to tell examples of 
both Buddhism and Hinduism demonstrating increasing 
hatred of Christians - hatred would seem to be an 
accurate description then - Open Doors, Barnabas 
Fund, Christian Solidarity Worldwide - or recent 
Foreign Secretary review into the plight of persecuted 
Christians worldwide 250 est killed in average month 
and 215 persecuted last year - being carried forward by 
Bishop of Truro. 

10.But not confined to other places - secular humanism 
is increasingly hostile to Christians as demonstrated in 
this country - whereas Christians used to be thought a 

bit nutty or weak but basically good folk, dependable 
citizens, we are increasingly regarded as a bad 
influence in society - eg traditional understanding of 
marriage, once foundation of Western Society only a 
generation ago, is now ignored or despised - freedom 
of religion and speech are increasingly under attack - 
many in the media are very antagonistic to Christianity 
and Christians  

11.Also true is the hatred of liberals within the visible 
church to genuine orthodox Christians - you may have 
experienced that in the establishment of Trinity Church 
- but reading the Bible shows that God is not surprised 
- Paul in Acts 20:  ‘I know that after I leave , savage 
wolves will come in among you and will not spare the 
flock. Even from among your own number men will 
arise and distort the truth in order to draw disciples 
away after them’. 

12.So we have seen the world includes all in rebellion 
against God - hatred is a strong but accurate term - but 
thirdly, why such hostility? After all Jesus has been 
talking in the earlier part of the chapter of love, joy, fruit 
and Christians being friends rather than his servants - 
so why such hostility - well Jesus tells us and gives us 
the reasons:  

a. (18) if the world hates you, keep in mind it hated 
me first - this indicates the strong connection 



John 15:18-27 NIV2011 Trinity Scarborough 
10.30 23 June 2019 

4 
between Christ and his followers - not surprising 
in that he is the vine and we are the branches - 
so, if as we have seen the world hated him we 
should not expect to be spared a similar fate. 

b. (19) goes on If you belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not 
belong to the world , but I have chosen you out 
of the world. We belong to Christ not the world 
even though we continue to live in the world - 
we belong to God’s kingdom whose citizens we 
are - whose passports we have and like many 
immigrants to our country will experience the 
hostility to our being different - we are as the 
Apostle Peter puts it exiles in the world - 
encouragingly the presence of hostility, if it is for 
our belief in Christ, is a sign of our belonging to 
him - when new Christian I was warned so that it 
did not surprise me when... conversely, of 
course, lack of hostility may be an indicator that 
we are not as distinct as we should be. If 
poachers turn into gamekeepers we should not 
expect them to be loved by former friends in 
poaching fraternity! 

c. (20) returns to the fact that we should not expect 
better treatment than the Master we serve… and 
this time (unlike 18) it is not so conditional they 

will persecute you also - there is a glimpse of 
hope there too in terms of response to the 
teaching of Christ - this is why our Bibles are so 
important because that is the teaching of Christ 
and if people obey Jesus’ teaching they will 
obey that of his followers - so expect the same 
treatment as our Lord - and we belong to him 
and not the world - these are reasons for 
hostility of world to Christians.  

d. (21-25) goes to the heart of the hostility - (21) 
suffering because of Jesus’ name excludes 
suffering for our own stupidity - and it is rooted 
in ignorance of God the Father, the one who 
sent Jesus - (22) points out that the sent one, 
the Son of God, had come to reveal the Father 
in his teaching - rejecting the supreme revelation 
of the Father in Jesus leaves people without 
excuse - it is not that we are innocent without 
knowing Jesus but (Acts 17: In the past God 
overlooked such ignorance) but rejection of 
God’s supreme revelation of himself in Jesus is 
to leave no other possibility of salvation - (23) 
underlines the link between hatred of Jesus and 
hatred of the Father - (24) points not only to the 
rejection of Jesus’ teaching as per (22) but also 
these people had seen his works and yet 
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continued to hate Jesus and the Father - we 
have the works described to us in the Bible and 
so we are without excuse if we reject the 
account of what Jesus did and the conclusions 
we should reach about him. So, as for Jesus so 
for followers, because we belong to him not the 
world, because hatred of Jesus means hatred of 
the Father - finally (25) another reason for 
hostility is that their own Scriptures in the Old 
Testament predicted ...   This applies directly to 
the Jews of Jesus’ day but those Scriptures are 
our scriptures and God has shown in Ps 69:4 
that he is ‘hated without reason’ - hatred of a 
loving heavenly Father is certain present but it is 
completely irrational. 

13.So seen that the world hates Christians and why - 
now we need to ask what God has done and Christians 
should do faced with such hostility - message of 
(26-27). 

B. What has God done and what should we do 
faced with such hatred? (26-27) 

14.First thing to note again is that God has warned us, 
as we have seen, so we shouldn’t be surprised - what 
else should mark our response - would be tempting to 
hunker down in our Christian ghetto and keep loving 
each other but ignore the world - that was one of the 

purposes of the monasteries - but it is not God’s 
response and nor should it be ours - God would have 
every right to obliterate the rebellious world as he did in 
the days of the great Flood but he doesn’t - first, as we 
have seen, he sent his Son - he was rejected by the 
world and crucified but it was according to God’s plan 
and purpose - Jesus paid the price that should have 
been ours so that we might receive his righteousness - 
the resurrection was the affirmation of Jesus’ death as 
our substitute - he has now ascended to the RH of the 
Father where he is seated in glory, his work done, and 
intercedes with the Father on our behalf - but not all. 

15. (26) Jesus sends the Holy Spirit from the Father. - 
Pentecost 50 days after the Resurrection and 10 after 
the Ascension was fulfilment of what Jesus says here - 
the word used here is Advocate but is also translated 
Helper, Comforter - literally ‘the one called alongside’ - 
Jesus has not left the apostles nor us alone but has 
sent his divine Spirit to accompany us - NB the Spirit is 
a ‘he’ not an ‘it’ (26) - many misunderstandings about 
the Holy Spirit of God 

16.What will he do? (26) He is the Spirit of truth and he 
will bear witness - that is he will be like a spotlight 
which lights up something or someone - who will he 
illuminate? He will bear witness about me - he doesn’t 
illuminate himself but Jesus - it is as if he is in a 
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courtroom and his witness says: “I want to tell you 
about Jesus. He is wonderful! He is who he claims to 
be. He did what God sent him to do. He died that you 
might be forgiven” - he bears witness about Jesus. 

17.What are we to do? (27) Jesus says: And you also will 
bear witness, because you have been with me from the 
beginning. - Jesus is speaking to Apostles and reminds 
them that, as they have been with him throughout, they 
will be reliable witnesses to Jesus - we see this in their 
writings (NT) and in their lives as recorded for us in 
Acts - they did not do this alone or in their frailty 
because you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth - and nor do we do this alone as we 
receive the same Holy Spirit who enables us to bear 
witness to Jesus in spite of hatred, hostility and 
persecution - so we are not just left in the world as 
exiles just to endure the hatred but to bear witness to 
Jesus to that God-hating world - that is what you are 
doing in Trinity Scarborough (loving Jesus and each 
other, as you saw last week - your first priority ‘knowing 
Jesus’ and now, with the Holy Spirit, your second 
priority sharing the good news of Jesus in a hostile 
world (making Jesus known).  

18.This all square with your vision that Rob shared with 
you - prayerfully aiming for regular congregation of 200 
- do this through ‘keeping current people’ as grow in 
your love for Jesus and one another and ‘reaching new 
people’ which will be done as you tell people about 
Jesus.  

19.The Spirit of God may bear witness without the church 
but the church will never bear witness to Jesus without 
the Holy Spirit - but what a comfort.  

Conclusion 
20.As per my summary: Don’t be surprised that the world 

hates Christians; God has warned us and has given us 
all we need to deal with it as we continue to tell 
everyone about Jesus. 

21.Prayer. 


