
Risk is right 

Daniel 3:1-30 

 

One of my favourite board games growing up was Risk. Two of the straplines of the game 

explain what it’s all about:  

 

 The game of strategic conquest 

 The game of global domination 

 

There are two main ways to play the game – I think they reveal a lot about your personality. 

Slow and steady. Quick and daring. The reality is that both strategies have risks. There are 

different types of risk involved but the truth is that risk is present for every player. You can’t 

avoid it. For two reasons. Because you can’t know all the outcomes and you can’t control 

what everyone else is doing. 

 

Our subject for today is risk. We’re thinking specifically about how we can be motivated to 

take more risks so that more people get to hear more about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

What is risk? John Piper in his little book Risk is Right, says this, “I define risk very simply 

as an action that exposes you to the possibility of loss or injury. If you take a risk you can 

lose money, you can lose face, you can lose your health or even your life. And what’s worse, 

if you take a risk, you may endanger other people and not just yourself…Will a wise and 

loving person, then, ever take a risk? Is it wise to expose yourself to loss? Is it loving to 

endanger others?” 

 

Risk is part of being alive. We cannot avoid it. For many reasons. We don’t know the 

outcomes of our decisions. We cannot control the actions of others. We are ignorant about a 

thousand unknowns. Will the driver in front of us suddenly break? Will the water pipe freeze 

and flood the house? Will you trip over the dog and bash our head? Will you be sitting in the 

comfort of your home when you feel the pains in your chest? 

 

In short, there is no such thing as a risk free place. We need to explode the myth of 

perfect security. It does not exist.  

 

What are we to do? I think we’ve got two choices. We’ll either have a life characterised by 

risk management or a life characterised by committed faith.  

 

Risk management is a good thing in certain areas. But if it’s the driving force of our lives, it 

leads to a waste of our days here on this earth. It becomes a selfish pursuit of our own 

comfort and safety. It robs us of gospel adventure and it doesn’t really deliver what we seek 

as we can’t guarantee the outcome of our choices.  

 

The alternative is a life characterised by committed faith. A trust that God is in charge of 

the universe. Isaiah 40:22 – God sits enthroned above the circle of the earth. This enables 

us to do what is right and trust God for the outcome. It also helps us to be passionate about 

what God prioritises even if it seems more likely to bring us loss or injury. It’s right and 

eternity is real. Or if I can put it like this. heaven is very happy and hell is truly horrible.  

 

There are many examples in the Bible of people who lived a life of passionate faith and who 

has a consequent risked many things. But this morning I want to focus on the three 

individuals we meet in Daniel chapter 3: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

 

 



To help us orientate ourselves in the Bible story. God’s people at this time are in a foreign 

land. The Babylonians under the leadership of King Nebuchadnezzar have removed the 

Jewish people from their homeland. King Nebuchadnezzar was smart. He took some of the 

youngest and brightest and enlisted them into a special programme designed to turn them 

into his loyal civil servants. Much of this was about desensitising them to the Babylonian 

culture until they were okay with this. The great challenge for these Jewish leaders was how 

much they could embrace with integrity and how much they had to resist because it would 

be against their faith in God. 

 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were three of the young Jewish leaders on King 

Nebuchadnezzar’s indoctrination programme. And in Daniel chapter 3, they face a test of 

faith.  

 

Listen to verse 1. Read verses 1-6. 

 

What would they do? This is different from taking different names. This is different from 

receiving an education. This is different from living in nice accommodation at the expense of 

the Babylonian state. This is about a public betrayal of their God. A bowing down to a false 

God instead of a standing up for the true God.  

 

But what would they do? There is a clear cost of not bowing down. A stark message has 

been sent out. Don’t do it and you will burn. You can image their temptation. Maybe it would 

be okay to bow down but cross their fingers behind their backs. Maybe they could rationalise 

it by saying that they could do something with their bodies whilst still believing something 

else in their hearts. The motivation for this sort of thinking is risk management. It is an 

attempt to control the outcome so your comfort is maximised.  

 

What would they do? They were not given long to make a decision because listen to what 

happened in verse 8. Read verses 8 to 15. 

 

This is a rather intimidating situation. You are face to face with the most powerful man in the 

ancient world of that time. He is furious with rage and is demanding that you worship his 

statute, and if you don’t you will be immediately thrown into a blazing fire without any chance 

of an appeal. What would you do? 

 

Listen carefully to the committed faith of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Verse 16. 

Read verses 16-18. 

 

The crucial words are, “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to 

deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not…” 

 

This is an incredible statement of faith, isn’t it? 

 

 They trust that God is in control 

 They trust that God is powerful 

 They trust that God controls the outcome – whether this is deliverance or not. But even if 

it is not, they know that being faithful to God is the right decision to make.  

 

As the story continues, we discover that God did rescue them from the flames by sending an 

angel to protect them (and on another day we could explore how this points to Jesus). But 

even if he had decided not to (which is his right to decide) the actions of Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego would have been right. 

 



They stand as examples of committed faith in a Sovereign God. 

 

During our vision week, we’ve heard the big headline. Double the size of the church in 

three years. For the good of people and the glory of God.  

 

How? Reaching new people and keeping current people. 

 

How will do this? Only by God helping us to choose committed faith over risk 

management.  

 

Whatever age we are, we will all be tempted to manage our exposure to situations where we 

might suffer loss or injury – not just physical. This includes financial and reputation damage, 

and that includes people thinking we are a bit odd.  

 

Or if I can put it like this, again and again, we come to a cross roads with two directions – 

risk management and committed faith. God wants us to be people of committed faith. 

 

Let’s think this through with some different examples.   

 

First, at the personal level. 

 

Time – should I commit to the things the Bible says I should? 

 

We will feel the pressure to control our world in an effort to secure the outcomes we want.  

 

For example, work and study. 

 

Talents – will I commit to serving with the people of God on the adventure of faith? 

 

We will feel the pressure to stay disconnected and flee from responsibility.  

 

Consumer Christianity may be popular but it isn’t good for the church, for mission and for the 

Christians themselves.  

 

Of course, there will be breaks and changes along the way. But at the level of our attitude 

God says, trust me and have committed faith.  

 

Treasure – will I commit to giving with the resources God has given me to see more people 

hear the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

We will feel the pressure to hold back to try and preserve our financial security.  

 

Imagine the extra income on the budget if we didn’t give away at least 10% of our annual 

income to specific gospel mission. 

 

Tight fisted or open handed?  

 

Evangelism – talking about our faith.   

 

Is now the right time to invite or speak?  

 

What helps you make decisions? What do you past decisions reveal about who you think is 

in charge of salvation?  



Second, at the corporate level. 

 

We face lots of different cross roads as a congregation. We don’t know the outcome, but is it 

right? 

 

 Employing new members of staff 

 

 Pioneering new ministries – English as a Second language 

 

What will help us be a people of committed faith and not a people of risk 

management? 

 

 The cause of Christ is worth it  

 

 The rule of Christ is certain 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 


