
Powerful Promises 

John 16:1-15 

 

Many of you will have heard of the famous Antarctic explorer Ernest Shackleton. He was 

born on 15 February 1874 and died on 5 January 1922. It is recounted that before one 

journey he out a recruitment advert in a newspaper that said this: 

 

“Men wanted for hazardous journey. Low wages, bitter cold, long hours of complete 

darkness. Safe return doubtful. Honour and recognition in event of success.” 

 

What do you think about his honesty? Our temptation is to cover difficult things in sweet 

packaging. Or perhaps delay telling people about difficult stages until further along the 

journey. But Shackleton was honest and transparent before people even joined his team. 

Why? Quite simply, because he didn’t want them to give up. He didn’t want them to enjoy 

the early stages of excitement and relative comfort and then to discover to their horror that it 

was cold, wet and dangerous on further on in the expedition. He wanted people to stick for 

the duration so he told them the truth up front. 

 

When we open our Bibles, we see the Lord Jesus Christ doing exactly the same thing. He 

wants people to follow him. He wants us surrender to his loving authority as God the 

Father’s appointed King of all the nations. He doesn’t want us to be naïve about what this 

will mean. The reason is because he wants those who have started the Christian race to be 

the ones who finish it.  

 

This morning we’re going to focus on two truths about the normal Christian life.  

 

 The promise of hardship (Vs 1-6) 

 The promise of help (Vs 7-15) 

 

First, the promise of hardship (Vs 1-6) 

 

Look at verse 2. Read verses 2 and 3. 

 

Last week Bishop Andy Lines spelled out that it was normal for a Christian to be hated by 

the world. Our experience in the UK over the last 400 years has been exceptional.  

 

I’m not going to repeat what Andy said last week but I do want to highlight what is mentioned 

in these verses. And that’s the truth that Christians can expect hardship from religious 

people.  

 

This may come as a surprise to some of you. You might think atheists might do this. But 

religious people? Wouldn’t they be keen to help other religious people flourish, regardless of 

their particular religious creed? The evidence of history suggests otherwise.  

 

Some would say that religion is the great scourge of humanity and we must rid the world of it 

if we are experience harmony and peace. No. Two things we need to note. First, each 

religion must be viewed on its own terms. Second, human beings can take any system and 

use it for evil.  

 

What does this mean for Christians? For the first Christians that Jesus was speaking to, it 

meant they experienced persecution from Jewish religious leaders. The first followers of 

Jesus were Jewish. They had trusted in Jesus as the promised Messiah. But others didn’t. 

As a result, they got ejected from synagogues and some even got killed.  



Since then Christians have experienced hardship from a wide variety of religious groups, 

and this has even included religious people who call themselves Christians.  

 

This may be really shocking to you. Can it be that those within Christian denominations will 

persecute born-again Christians? Yes. This has been the evidence of history.  

 

Take John Wesley for example. Why did he have to preach in fields? The religious 

authorities wouldn’t let him preach in their buildings.  

 

Don’t be surprised. Hardship will come from those who call themselves Christians, who are 

very religious, but who, in the words of verse 3, do not know God. 

 

It is possible to know things about God but not genuinely know him.  

 

We don’t go looking for hardships. But hardship will find us when we speak about the Jesus 

we find in the Bible and live out the life he tells us to. 

 

Second, the promise of help (Vs 7-15) 

 

Jesus doesn’t just speak of hardships, he speaks of help for Christians. Look at verse 7. 

Read verse 7. 

 

Let this point sink in. Jesus said to them that it was for their good that he was returning to 

heaven to be with his Father.  

 

Can you imagine what they were thinking? How could it possibly be better for Jesus to leave 

than to stay? Think of everything they had enjoyed together. The sheer privilege of having 

the incarnate Son of God right next to you. 

 

But Jesus is clear. It is better for him to go than to remain. And the reason is because only 

then will the Holy Spirit, or the Advocate as he is described here, be sent to help them.  

 

There are many things the Holy Spirit does but Jesus in this section Jesus focused on two 

aspects of his work. 

 

 The Holy Spirit is responsible for convicting the world (Vs 8-11) 

 The Holy Spirit was responsible for creating the Bible (Vs 12-15) 

 

First, the Holy Spirit is responsible for convicting the world (Vs 8-11) 

 

Look at verse 8. Read verses 8 to 11. 

 

These words of Jesus are so encouraging as we consider some of the common barriers to 

belief. 

 

What are some of the common barriers to believing the gospel? 

 

 Too low a view of sin 

 Too high a view of our own goodness 

 A denial of the reality of judgement 

 

How can we possibly get the message across? Will people actually believe this in our 

day and age? Yes, because we have the help of the Holy Spirit.  



What’s his job?  

 

 Vs 9. He will convict the world of sin.  

 

The great problem of not believing in Jesus is that he is the only Saviour. We will only trust 

the Saviour when we see our need of rescue. We only seek forgiveness when we know we 

are guilty. 

 

 Vs 10. He will convict the world of righteousness.  

 

Our lack of righteousness. The way we fall short of God’s standards. When Jesus was here, 

he was the perfect standard. He exposed people. In his absence, the Spirit will convict 

people of their lack of righteousness. 

 

 Vs 11. He will convict the world of judgement.  

 

What’s all this about the prince of this world standing condemned? The cross was the 

ultimate public demonstration of the defeat of the devil. It stands are prove that one day all 

rebellion against his rule will crushed. 

 

But our loving God creates a period of amnesty.  

 

He warns ahead of judgement so we can avoid it.  

 

Key question, how does the Holy Spirit do all this convicting work? 

 

His normal way is to do it through the words we speak. 

 

The reason I say this is because of the beautiful connection someone pointed out to me 

between verse 7 and verse 8. Let me read it again carefully and point out what I mean. 

 

Read verses 7 and 8. 

 

Given what is said in verse 8, I would have expected Jesus to say in verse 7 that he will 

send the Advocate to the world. And that would make sense of the Spirit doing his convicting 

work in the world. But it doesn’t. Verse 7 is about the Spirit coming to the disciples of Jesus. 

Verse 8 isn’t the start of another topic. We are supposed to read them together and come to 

a beautiful conclusion. That is, there is a joint witnessing work going on between the Spirit of 

Jesus and the saints of Jesus.  

 

We speak audibly and he works invisibly.  

 

Some Christians are tempted to split the witnessing project. They may say something like, 

the convicting work is what the Spirit does. That’s not my job. And then they use this as an 

excuse to never say anything about sin, righteousness and judgement.  

 

No, we are not to separate the invisible work of the Spirit from the spoken words of the 

saints.  

 

The promise is not instant conviction and instant conversion. The process normally 

takes time. But we don’t know when it started in someone’s life. There may have been 

countless Christian voices in someone’s life before our own.  

 



So let’s keep going with our outreach. Both the things we do under the Engage category 

and the things we do under our Explore category. 

 

Second, the Holy Spirit was responsible for creating the Bible (Vs 12-15) 

 

Look at verse 12. Read verses 12 to 15. 

 

The key to understand this paragraph is to remember who Jesus was speaking to. He was 

not speaking directly to me. He wasn’t speaking directly to you. He was speaking directly to 

the 11 apostles on the night before he was crucified on a cross for our sins.  

 

Why is this important? Jesus says the Spirit will lead these people into all truth.  

 

If we don’t realise the context of these words, then we will end up in big trouble. For 

instance, if all we say is that the Holy Spirit will lead all Christians into all truth then we can 

end up justifying pretty much anything we want. All we would have to do is claim some 

feeling or idea in our heads is from the Spirit and people would find it very difficult to say it 

isn’t! 

 

But remember who these people were. Not just disciples of Jesus but his specially chosen 

apostles. That is those who had been with Jesus from the beginning and who would be 

instrumental in writing key sections of the New Testament.  

 

These words from Jesus are to give us confidence that the Bible is accurate and true. Take 

the Gospels, how do we know that these things happened and Jesus said these words, and 

that this is a proper interpretation of events? The Spirit led these people into all truth.   

  

There is a secondary application for us. How can we as Christians who have the Spirit be 

led into all truth? Go back to the book he inspired. But don’t think we will get there by cutting 

ourselves adrift from God’s full and final Word.  

 

Beware of anyone who says to you that the Spirit is saying something today that 

contradicts what he said previous in the Bible. No matter how pious their voice. The 

Spirit will never do this.  

 

This is good news because it means we can hear the same message as they did. It also 

means that we can hold out the same message as they did. 

 

In Conclusion 

 

We started off by talking about telling the truth about the normal Christian life.  

 

I hope you’ve heard that this morning. There is hardship and there is help. 

 

 Why not begin following Jesus? Why not do it today? 

 

 If you have, then keep going. It is possible. It is worth it. 

 

Let’s pray. 


