
Postcards from Europe: Berea 

Acts 17:10-15 

 

Do you want more? 

 

It depends on what it is. 

 

Do we want more stress? More debt? More traffic jams? Or more tractors on the road? Of 

course not! 

 

Do we want more time? More sun? More kindness? More patience? More compassion? Yes 

please! 

 

The same in true with spiritual things. 

 

Do we want to see more people becoming Christians? Do we want to see more progress? 

Maybe you are not yet a Christian but you are keen on clearing up the confusion in your 

mind about who God is and who you are. Or maybe you are a Christian but you don’t want to 

stay in the spiritual crèche forever. You want to learn more and live more for Jesus. 

 

The question is how? 

 

This is what we discover from this section of Acts 17 where we read all about the Apostle 

Paul’s adventures in the ancient city of Berea, which for those who are interested is now 

called Veria and is located in Northern Greece. 

 

In this short section from Acts 17 we are presented with the crucial answer for how we can 

see more spiritual growth.  

 

So let me show it to you. Look at verse 10. Read verses 10-12. 

 

The first thing we are told is what Paul did when he arrived in the city. He went into the 

Jewish synagogue and told them about Jesus. This was his custom. Remarkable in light of 

what had just happened in Thessalonica. He had to escape at night after mob intimation. 

Why didn’t he seek some comfort? He lived his life in the light of eternity. 

 

Some say life is short so enjoy it. That’s not a Christian motto. Eternity is long, so prepare for 

it, and prepare others for it.  

 

Of course we rest and seek refreshment. But we need to allow the fact of eternity and the 

facts of what eternity will be like, to seriously impact what we decide to do with our earthly 

lives.  

 

What is your life characterised by? Worldly rest or gospel sacrifice? Hobbies, holidays, 

hopelessness or holy passion?   

 

For those of us who, by God’s grace, are living for eternity, let me encourage you that this is 

wise and pleased the Lord! 

 

The next thing we are told is how the Bereans responded to what Paul said.  

 

We have to be careful when we read the Bible that we don’t make everything an example for 

us to follow. 



 Christianity is about God’s gracious rescue rather than our determined efforts to save 

ourselves 

 

 Many stories are simply descriptions of what happened rather than examples to be 

copied 

 

However, sometimes the Holy Spirit does intend for us to read a section of the Bible and see 

an example to follow. And this is one of those places. 

 

We know because the writer of Acts goes out of his way to highlight the positive hearing 

attitude of the Berean and then tells us, in verse 12, what resulted from this. 

 

The Bereans are described as of more noble character than the Thessalonians. We are not 

left to guess what this meant. The Bible is not referring to their table manners or their tailored 

clothing. No, it is referring to their teachability.  

 

Two things are meant by this. 

 

 Their eagerness to listen to the message that was being preached 

 Their eagerness to look into the Scriptures that had been preserved 

 

First, their eagerness to listen to the message that was being preached 

 

How keen are you to hear messages? It depends on who it is from. Those people who call 

you up and start by saying they are not trying to sell you something? What about from 

someone important that you know and love? That’s completely different! 

 

Paul was claiming to preach a message from God. 

 

The response was eagnerness. A keenness to listen to what was going to be said.  

 

But this wasn’t gullibility.  

 

Second, they eagerly looked into the Scriptures that had been preserved 

 

Or as the King James Version puts it, they searched the scriptures every day.  

 

At this point Scriptures meant the Old Testament.  

 

What they are doing is checking what Paul says against what had already been agreed to be 

God’s book. 

 

Three things to mention. 

 

 At this stage, God had written a book to make himself clear. 

 

 This book is the ultimate standard that determines the truthfulness of any statements 

made about God. We are to be ruled by God’s Word not by our personal preferences.  

 

It is easy for religious traditions to obscure the truth of the Bible. We need to go back to the 

sources. This happened during the Reformation.  

 This is a humble examination not a proud checking of what a preacher says.  



What happened as a result of these two attitudes? We’re told in verse 12. Read verse 12.  

 

Two things are emphasied. The diversity of the people who responded and the number of 

the people who responded. 

 

This is what we want to see before our eyes. 

 

Let me apply all of these truths for us. Both to those seeking faith and those of us who 

have found faith in Jesus.  

 

If we want to see more progress, then then let’s copy this example of eagerness.  

 

 An eagerness to listen to Bible teaching 

 

 An eagerness to look at the Bible itself 

 

What will this mean? 

 

 Let’s expose ourselves and others as often as we can to the Word of God 

 

Christians and non-Christians. 

 

More exposure results in more progress! 

 

Trust that God’s Word is the power to save and sanctify 

 

William Tyndale. 16th century. First translation of the Bible into English from the original 

languages.  

 

One day, a priest visiting Tyndale openly attacked his beliefs. He replied "If God spare my 

life, before very long I shall cause a plough boy to know the scriptures better than you do!" 

 

Make some decisions that show you believe this. 

 

o Come to church 

o Join a Life Group 

o Come to our next Life Course 

o Meet with others to study the Bible.  

o Read the Bible every day – I can recommend notes. 

o Read a book – help discover the truth or keep on learning 

 

 Let’s realise what preaching is and let this truth set our expectations. 

 

God is speaking to us as the Bible is faithfully handled and held out.  

 

o Let’s pray the night before 

o Let’s pray before we come to church 

o Let’s pray before the sermon.  

 

 Let’s keep our Bibles open as the preaching happens 

 

This is how to get the most out of Expository Preaching, which is what we do.  

 



 Let’s make sure the Bible is supreme in our thinking 

 

It seems obvious that this should be the truth but it’s so easy for it to be otherwise. 

 

So easily to be driven by our preferences or our culture or our history. It’s so easy for the 

Bibel to be ruled by us rather than us ruled by the Bible. 

 

But we need to ensure that God’s Book, the Bible, is supreme in all matters of belief and 

behaviour. 

 

Martin Luther. His search for truth. The Reformation happened because of the conviction of 

the authority of the Bible.  

 

Let this be true for us. 

 

When was the last time you changed your mind when you read the Bible? 

 

 

In Conclusion 

 

 

Do we want to see MORE? 

 

More spiritual growth? Numbers and maturity. 

 

Let’s be eager. 

 

Eager to listen and eager to look. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


