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God’s Covenant signs – Joshua 5:1-12 

It can be terrifying when you can’t see the signs! I have told many of you this 

before but I was recently driving up to Newcastle airport and as I went the 

weather completely changed! I have never seen rain like it and the lightening 

blazed across the sky.  

The terrifying thing was that as I battled with the pouring rain, the cars that 

spewed water across my windscreen the notice that drowned the satnavs 

voice I couldn’t see the signs on the road.  

It was terrifying because as so many points I could have gone the wrong way or 

caused an argument! It is a reminder of much we depend on signs! 

They are significant because of the things that they point towards or remind us 

of.   

There are many things you can do with a sign! 

- You can ignore a sign 

- You can forget a sign  

- You can miss a sign 

- You can be grateful for a sign 

- You can follow a sign 

- You can be reminded by a sign. 

Some signs if you pay attention to them might just even save your life! 

There are two important signs that Gods people need to pay attention too in 

Joshua 5 

2 signs that would help Gods people remember 2 important realities about 

God himself! 2 potentially lifesaving signs.  

Firstly the sign that shows: 

God the promise keeper v1-9 

As we open up Joshua 5 we come to the OT part of the Bible were Gods people 

are ready to enter the land promised to them by God!  Previously Moses had 

freed the people from their chains in Egypt but it wasn’t just what they were 
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freed from but what they were freed too as God’s people cross the Jordan and 

enter the land! 

Look at what happens! 

- The crossing v1 

Read v1  

“Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the 

Canaanite kings along the coast heard how the LORD had dried up the 

Jordan before the Israelites until they[a] had crossed over, their hearts 

melted in fear and they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites.” 

 

God’s people are on the move and it caused the Amorite King and 

Canaanite King to be filled with fear.  

 

Why? 

 

1.  Because they heard the Lord had dried up the Jordan! V1 that’s a 

spectacular thing! We were walking on the north Yorkshire moors a 

few weeks ago after a lot of warm weather and we still came across a 

bit of wet bog! 

 What God had done was incredible! It’s a miracle! The right response 

was fear! Look what this God could do! 

 

2.  These Kings knew that as the Israelites entered this land it was 

exactly what the God of Israel had promised! This God was serious 

about his promises! That reality is great news but also terrifying news 

for those who rebel against him! 

 

A brief comment ….. As we see this story unfolding. It’s easy to contrast how 

God keeps his promises with our lives today and think “this stuff doesn’t 

happen”.  

I don’t see rivers part or dry up. I can’t just head down to the North or South 

bay and expect to walk over to Denmark, Holland or Norway from 

Scarborough!  This proves the Bible is myths and fairy stories. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-5936a
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Keep in mind these facts! 

A. The Bible is not written like myths and fairy stories but with historical 

detail. 

B. Jesus himself confirmed these events as real as he confirmed his belief in 

the OT. There is great reason to be confident in Jesus.  

C. The claim of the Bible is not that these things happen every day but that 

at significant points in history God did significant things for significant 

reasons! 

 

Back to the story because as Gods people stand on this side of the Jordan they 

receive the first of 2 vital signs! 

 

- The Circumcision v2-3 

 

Read v2-3 

 
2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and 

circumcise the Israelites again.” 3 So Joshua made flint knives and 

circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth. 

 

If you just read v2 + 3 on its own it would seem very strange!! This is a 

weird book! 

 

But read in the context of the Bible story as a whole this Circumcision 

thing makes sense.  

 

What was it? 

The first book of the OT bible, Genesis, tells us God gave huge promises to 

Abraham, the ancestor of Gods people. 

Here was the promise in Genesis 12: 

“Leave your country, your relatives and your father’s family. Go to the land I 

will show you.(gen 15) 
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2 I will make you a great nation, 

    and I will bless you. 

I will make you famous. 

    And you will be a blessing to others. 
3 I will bless those who bless you. 

    I will place a curse on those who harm you. 

And all the people on earth 

    will be blessed through you.” 

God was making a covenant/agreement with his people that included these 

promises.  

SO later in Gen 17:10+12 he said: 

“This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you” …. “For the 

generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be 

circumcised” 

 

Why Circumcision =  

 

This was a privileged people. The God of the universe revealed himself 

especially to this people and gave incredible promises that would impact 

the whole world!  

So circumcision is a clear and lasting sign on the human flesh. It’s a sign 

that stays with you that you belong to the people of the promise!  

 

It was always meant to be a spiritual sign.  

 

It was described as a “covenant in your flesh”.  Yet what God really 

wanted was the sign to help draw people to trust in his promises as a 

privileged people and follow his ways! 

 

In a smaller way it’s like me wearing this ring! The ring is a sign of my 

marriage but it doesn’t guarantee my heart will be fully committed but 

hopefully with it comes with a deep commitment to my wife! 
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- The Commitment v 4-9 

 

Do you view yourself as a committed person? The reality is that I think 

we can all be committed and often are it just depends what we are 

committed too.  

This represents one of my long standing commitments (Hull FC shirt) and 

Emma knows how painful I find it trying to be less committed to 

following them! 

 

God’s people had lacked commitment v4-6a 

 

Read v 4-6a 

 

4 Now this is why he did so: All those who came out of Egypt—all the 

men of military age—died in the wilderness on the way after leaving 

Egypt. 5 All the people that came out had been circumcised, but all the 

people born in the wilderness during the journey from Egypt had not. 6 

The Israelites had moved about in the wilderness forty years until all the 

men who were of military age when they left Egypt had died, since they 

had not obeyed the Lord. For the Lord had sworn to them that they 

would not see the land ….. 

 

God had already shown his commitment to keep his promise when he 

rescued them from Egypt!  

 As the people left Egypt it seemed they would all be signed up 

“believers”. They had received the sign of the covenant, circumcision, to 

show that they were part of that people! 

 

YET in the wilderness not long after that same people rebelled against 

God and the leaders he had given them, back then it was Moses! 

Not because they couldn’t believe in God anymore but because, as Jesus 

diagnosed, humans have this condition called sin, a natural tendency to 

rebel against God! 
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It is never really that we can’t believe but spiritually speaking that I 

won’t believe. This is not to dismiss the genuine questions people have 

about God! 

 

Look at v6 

 

V6 ”since they had not obeyed the Lord. For the Lord had sworn to them 

that they would not see the land” 

 

God’s judgement was therefore that that privileged and rescued 

generation would spend the next 40 years wandering in the wilderness 

until this point! 

 

 

 

There is a saying: “All the gear but no idea”. I took up hockey for a year 

in London and really felt that. I had the kit, all the signs of been a good 

player, but next to people who had played it all their life I was clueless.   

There should be another saying: All the signs but still a sinner.  

 

Why? 

 

Because Gods people who came out of Egypt had all the right signs! They 

were the people of promise, they had been rescued, they had seen 

miracles (never believe someone who says I would believe if I saw …) 

and they had that sign of circumcision. Yet they still rebelled. 

 

The Bible is not firstly an A – Z of good people and a Manuel of how to 

be good. It is 

 a book about how people have constantly rebelled against God and yet 

God comes to the rescue.   

 

The message of the Bible is not: “Here is a list of external signs or things 

to do that will help relieve your guilt!” Those things won’t stop you 

rebelling against God! 
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I have been baptised, I come to church every week, I give money, I am 

on the Treehouse team, I help run outreach events. I look the part and 

yet I still manage to rebel against God! 

 

How do we NOT end up with the same heart as the Israelites?  

 

All the signs but still a sinner.  

 

By looking away from yourself to God and remembering  

 

God is fully committed! V6b - 9 

 

Read v6b 

“For the Lord had sworn to them that they would not see the land he had 

solemnly promised their ancestors to give us, a land flowing with milk 

and honey.” 

 

Do you see that? 

 

God had still solemnly sworn to give the land to the people!  

 

God is THE ultimate promise keeper. He had shown his commitment in 

Egypt but could he be trusted now? 

 

Look 

 

Read v7-9 

 

7 So he raised up their sons in their place, and these were the ones 

Joshua circumcised. They were still uncircumcised because they had not 

been circumcised on the way. 8 And after the whole nation had been 

circumcised, they remained where they were in camp until they were 

healed. 
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Yes. God raised up a new generation that would see the fruit of the 

promise.  

 

They were circumcised by Joshua probably because the instruction had 

been forgotten for 40 years that the people were too busy rebelling! 

Circumcision was not firstly about the people’s commitment to God but 

a sign of God’s commitment to his promises! 

 

God has not stopped keeping his promises! 

 

You may be happy to know that by the time we reach the New 

Testament there is another sign put in place that points to and reminds 

us of the God who will keep his promises  

 

We saw it last week! 

 

Baptism! 

Baptism is a sign that you belong to the people who have received the 

promises of God! What promises? Well Joshua really does point us to Jesus! 

Where do we see Gods greatest promises? In Jesus! 

We are told in 2 Corinthians 1: “For no matter how many promises God has 

made, they are “Yes” in Christ.” 

So as you look the baptism we had last week they are to remind us that we 

have a faithful God who promises us so much in Jesus. In fact he promises us 

an even better land. The ultimate promised land. The new heavens and the 

new earth! That’s a land worth waiting for. Follow the sign we saw last week to 

the certain promises of Jesus. The Jesus who promises he will come again! 

For those not yet Christian may I urge you to consider the bible story and see 

how many promises are fulfilled! Let that give you confidence in the promises 

made by Jesus! 

More briefly there is another sign we see in Joshua 5. The sign that shows.  

God the provider v10 – 12 
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We have another International Food night coming up and publicity will be 

going out this week! What a great event and how incredible it is to share all 

this food from around the world. It’s a sign if you like of our desire to learn 

more about each and have genuine friendship with people not like us.  

Our next sign though is all centred around another meal! 

V10-11 

“On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on 

the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. 11 The day after the 

Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened 

bread and roasted grain. 12 The manna stopped the day after[d] they ate this 

food from the land; there was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that 

year they ate the produce of Canaan.” 

The Passover meal! V10 

A meal eaten in the present that looks to the past to give confidence for the 

future! 

As Gods people show themselves to be recommitted to the promises of God 

they also take part in a meal that reminded them of Gods provision. Why? 

Because what God had provided was the reason they could be confident in his 

promises. 

We have key remembrance dates in our calendar! 11th September/ 11th 

November. Less importantly 5th November for bonfire night.  

This Passover meal was meant to take place every year on the 14th day of the 

first month of the year! 

Why? Because God proved his commitment to promises by rescuing his people 

out of Egypt!  

As God brought his judgments on the Egyptians by striking dead the firstborn 

males in Egypt those who had faithfully painted the blood of a lamb over their 

door would be spared.  God provided a way to be rescued and God’s judgment 

would pass over that house.  
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The Israelites were then to remember this event and this day of great rescue. 

The day that Pharaoh finally let them leave. The lamb that was killed for its 

blood would be eaten and not just on that first night but every year following 

to remember! To give thanks for Gods rescue and the freedom they had to 

enter the Promised Land! 

Yet once again as we think on the greater promise we have in Jesus we know 

we can be sure of that promise because of the greater provision! 

Notice how the bible fits together so well! What happens in the OT points us 

forward to Jesus.  

Instead of the Passover meal Jesus left us another sign called the Lords supper. 

Another meal! A meal that we regularly remember at Trinity! 

What is it all about? 

Just before Jesus death he gathered his disciples together and broke bread as a 

reminder of his body that would be broken on the cross. He gave them wine as 

a reminder of his blood that would be shed on the cross! 

The meal we often eat in church spiritually strengths us in the present as we 

remember and trust in Jesus death in the past that secures our future with him 

forever! 

Jesus is the ultimate Lamb of God! The one who provided sacrifice and paid the 

cost of our rebellion by giving his life for us! 

Why bother with this sign? Well because as we remember the cross where 

Jesus died we find the tonic to rebellious hearts. Look to Jesus who paid the 

price and appreciate that his death can mean your eternal life! This visible sign 

refreshes our hearts in the present as we remember what Jesus did in the past 

to make our future certain! 

 


