
Postcards from Europe: Corinth 

Acts 18:1-17 

 

I can’t remember the last time I received a postcard.  

 

I can’t remember the last time I wrote one. 

 

We seem to be living in a different era. It’s much quicker to text someone or Whatsapp a 

picture. And it’s definitely more immediate and more engaging to send a short movie to 

those we love.  

 

So maybe the days of the postcard are on their way out.  

 

But even now I remember the fear of writing one. You may not be able to sympathise with 

me at this point. I liked choosing the card but the prospect of writing words on the blank 

space would get my sweat glands working overdrive.  

 

It’s a similar experience to when I’m presented with one of those guest books that people 

occasionally have in their houses for people who come over for lunch or who come to stay. 

I’m okay with name and address but panic at comments. What should I write?  

 

It was similar with postcards. How can you cram the experiences of your holiday onto such 

a small space? The liberating answer is that you don’t. You only need to write about the 

highlights. 

 

We are drawing to the end of a teaching series in the book of Acts called Postcards from 

Europe. We’ve been engaging with the short descriptions of the apostle Paul’s missionary 

journeys through some of the most significant places in the ancient equivalent of Europe.  

 

The key to understanding the short descriptions that we are presented with is to realise is 

that these are simply edited highlights of what happened. It many ways we can see them 

as spiritual postcards. Paul did loads of other things. But the Holy Spirit has deliberately 

chosen highlights to teach us lessons about God and his glorious gospel as we hear what 

happened to Paul 2000 years ago. 

 

What are the highlights from Paul’s time in Corinth? There are three highlights. We’re told… 

 

 What Paul did first (Vs 1-4)  

 What Paul did next (Vs 5-8) 

 Why Paul stayed so long (Vs 9-17) 

 

There are lessons for us all – regardless of where we are on our spiritual journey. 

 

First, what Paul did first (Vs 1-4) 

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 to 4. 

 

Why did Paul come to Corinth? There are lots of places he didn’t visit on his journey. This 

isn’t a surprise. He doesn’t have the time to do everything. So what determines where he 

ends up? It seems that he is determined to visit the major places, towns and cities, that then 

will impact a wider area. If you like, each place has a circle of influence around it.  

 



Corinth was definitely one of those places. It was a major commercial trading port in what we 

would call Southern Greece. It was a no brainer for Paul to go here with the gospel. 

 

It is good for us to have gospel plans like this. Our country needs many more churches to be 

started. Vast numbers of people to be reached. Where do we start? 

 

Throwing star fish into the sea. An old man saw a young boy on a beach throwing star fish 

one by one into the sea. The boy came closer still and the man called out, “Good 

morning!  May I ask what it is that you are doing?” The young boy paused, looked up, and 

replied “Throwing starfish into the ocean. The tide has washed them up onto the beach and 

they can’t return to the sea by themselves,” the youth replied. “When the sun gets high, they 

will die, unless I throw them back into the water.” The old man replied, “But there must be 

tens of thousands of starfish on this beach. I’m afraid you won’t really be able to make much 

of a difference.” The boy bent down, picked up yet another starfish and threw it as far as he 

could into the ocean. Then he turned, smiled and said, “It made a difference to that one!” 

 

In one sense we make a start where we are. But it’s also right to think about new places 

where churches can be planted. Where are the population centres, towns and cities that 

have a circle of influence? Let’s go here. 

 

But even though Paul had his plans, God also had plans that Paul knew nothing about. I’m 

talking about this Christian couple called Aquila and Priscilla that Paul met in Corinth. They 

were a perfect match for Paul. Jewish background. Christians. Same trade. They were living 

in Corinth. How had the match been arranged? Paul didn’t email them ahead of schedule. 

He didn’t know anything about them. But God did. He caused them to be expelled from 

Rome through the edict of the Roman Emperor Claudius. They made their way to Corinth 

and were there when Paul arrived. A stroke of luck? No, an act of perfect providence. God 

arranging things perfectly for the good of his people and the glory of his name.  

 

This needs to encourage us as we embark on new gospel initiatives and needs to encourage 

us to try new things. Or even when we are simply moving to a new place. 

 

Yes, let’s have our plans but let’s trust that our future gospel adventures will have wonderful 

surprises that God has arranged for us to experience when take the step of faith and actually 

begin them. 

 

Second, what Paul did next (Vs 5-8) 

 

Look at verse 5. Read verse 5. 

 

After his friends and colleagues arrived, Paul was able to devote himself exclusively to 

preaching that Jesus was the promised Jewish Messiah. Teams are good. They would have 

helped to provide for him financially. In fact, it’s likely that they brought financial support from 

other churches.  

 

It’s not wrong to be a full-time paid pastor or planter. It’s not wrong to be bi-vocational. There 

are advantages of being full-time. But context often determines what can be done. 

 

Whatever the season, let’s be godly in it, and not feel guilty. 

 

I like to think of life in seasons. We should have the same desires in each season but the 

demands on our time will be different and our capacity to do things changes over time. Don’t 

wish away this one. Be godly in it! 



What was the response to Paul’s passionate proclamation? Listen to verse 6. Read verse 6. 

 

Some opposed him. Indeed, some became verbally abusive.  

 

At this point, Paul declared that their blood was on their own heads. Similar to what Is said in 

the book of Ezekiel. Paul knew he was innocent. 

 

The results and the response are not our responsibility. We are called to be ambassadors. 

To deliver the message faithfully.  

 

But opposition didn’t stop him. Look at verse 7. Read verses 7 and 8.  

 

He went next door! That would have gone down well at the synagogue I’m sure. 

 

But then it gets even more explosive because the Crisps, the synagogue leader, and his 

entire household believed in the Lord Jesus. 

 

That wasn’t the end of the story because many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed 

and were baptised. 

 

Who would have predicted such an outcome when Paul encountered the opposition? 

No one. Some may have thought it was game over for the mission in Corinth. But God knew 

better. 

 

How do you cope with a bit of spiritual turbulence? We would never choose it. Imagine being 

given that option at the beginning of a flight. Pilots don’t deliberately steer into it.  

 

God does steer us into it. He has his plans and purposes. We trust him for the gospel 

outcome that will emerge.  

 

Spiritual turbulence doesn’t mean the game is over. Let’s keep our heads and trust the 

Lord. We don’t keep our heads because we have all the answers. No, we keep our heads 

because God is in charge.  

 

Third, why Paul stayed so long (Vs 9-17) 

 

He stayed for 18 months. That’s a long time for Paul. Let me show you why. 

 

Listen to verse 9. Read verses 9-11. 

 

Paul was afraid. We discover this is how he felt when he first came to Corinth. See 1 

Corinthians 2:3, “I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling.” 

 

In Corinth, Jesus appeared to him and made two promises that strengthened Paul’s resolve. 

 

 No one is going to attack and harm you. Jesus would keep him safe.  

 

We discover in the next few verses how Jesus would keep him safe – through a Roman 

judge called Gallio who threw out false charges against Paul.  

 

Jesus uses different means to keep his servants safe.  

 

 



 I have many people in this city – people who the Lord will enable to believe 

 

Paul responded by teaching the word of God. He didn’t just rest easy. He knew that the 

word of God was the way to see these people saved. 

 

Some of these people would have been very surprising. 

 

I can’t guarantee this but it seems very likely that one of these was the man called 

Sosthenes that we meet in verse 17. He was another synagogue rule. The crowd turned on 

him after the court judgement from Gallio that they didn’t like.  

 

But we see his name again at the start of Paul 1st letter to the Corinthians, when he says in 

1:1, “Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes.” 

 

It seems another Jewish synagogue leader became a Christian! 

 

We have not been given a vision from Jesus like this. There is no promise that we will not 

come to any physical harm. But we do have the general promises of the Bible that God does 

have his people around the world, and they are waiting to hear the good news about Jesus.  

 

What an encouragement for us to keep on speaking and stick at doing this over the long 

term! 

 

God has his people. His people need to hear the gospel. 

 

How do we know who his people are? Spread the gospel, and keep on doing this.  

 

People often need to hear the gospel multiple times. 

 

To illustrate this let me tell you a story about the father of a Bible teacher called Don Carson. 

Don’s father was a minister of a small church in French speaking Quebec in the early 1950’s 

at a time when you had only 15 full time workers for a population of six and a half million 

French speaking Canadians. It was a time when evangelicals were beaten up and thrown 

into prison for doing gospel work. Then in the mid - fifties there was a rebellion in the Congo, 

when lots of French speaking missionaries were thrown out and so some went to Quebec to 

see what work they could do there. Not one of them stayed for more than six months - it was 

that tough.  

 

As a teenager, Don Carson, asked his father, why didn't they stay, didn't they have any 

guts? And his father who was the mildest of men said; ‘You must understand Don that these 

people have been in a part of the world where they have seen immense blessing, and 

understandably they want to go to a place where they can find similar blessing. ’So Don 

Carson said, ’Well, why don't you do that? Why don't you go to some spiritual lush place and 

make your life count for something? His father replied, ‘I stay’ he said ‘because I believe God 

has many people in this place’.  

 

It was not until the nineteen seventies that he saw the tide turn, and then he had more 

converts than he could handle with thousands upon thousands coming to Christ.  

 

I believe God has many people in Scarborough. He is in complete control. Let’s trust him for 

the future and the seasons he gives us. Let’s ask for his help so that we can keep on 

spreading the greatest news in the universe. Let’s pray. 


