
In God we trust: God’s Promises 

Joshua 1:1-18 

 

 Do you like history? 

 Do you like Bible history? 

 Do you like Old Testament history? 

 

This is relevant because today we start a new teaching series on the Old Testament book of 

Joshua. As we do, I want you to be fully engaged, with an expectation that this section of the 

Bible will be highly relevant to your life, regardless of the point you’ve reached in your 

spiritual journey.  

 

Why is this? Bible history is not just about truth, it is designed to transform. 

 

It’s not just a book containing lots of historical facts. It’s a book designed to change our lives. 

 

As we read it each section, we should we asking, why has God put it here? How does he 

want us to respond? 

 

I’m persuaded that Joshua chapter 1 is intended to motivate us to do two things:  

 

 Praise our Joshua (Vs 1-9) 

 Serve our Joshua (Vs 10-18) 

 

First, it’s intended to help us praise our Joshua (Vs 1-9) 

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1-4. 

 

It is hard to overemphasise how big a chapter this is in the story of God’s people.  

 

They had been rescued from Egypt. Had been given the 10 commandments. Had wandered 

in the wilderness for 40 years. But now the point has arrived when they cross over into the 

expansive territory that God had promised the previous generations. This was not a new 

idea. God had promised it beforehand. What we know about God is that he always keeps his 

promises. His timing is always perfect.  

 

That’s a challenge, isn’t it? We need to know what God’s promises are. We need to trust 

that his timing is perfect.  

 

One of the critical things we need to notice as we begin reading the story of how God’s 

people took possession of the land that God had promised, is that verses 1-9 are spoken to 

Joshua and not to all of God’s people.  

 

One of our temptations whenever we read the Bible is to put ourselves into the shoes of 

every character that we read about. But that can be a very damaging thing to do and can 

lead to much spiritual discouragement.  

 

Of course Joshua was one of God’s people. But he wasn’t just another one of God’s people. 

He was their leader. And therefore some of things God says to him, whether they are 

promises or commands, are specifically said because he is the leader. And we need to take 

note of this. Because if we don’t, we’ll misunderstand how God wants us to apply these 

verses.  

 



Let me show you what I mean. Look at verse 5. Read verses 5 to 9. 

 

 No one will be able to stand against you 

 I will be with you 

 Be strong and courageous – three times  

 Obey all the law – that you may be successful 

 Mediate on the law day and night – you will be prosperous 

 

As we ponder what God said to Joshua, we are not to go and do likewise 

 

If we do, we’ll get crushed and disappointed.  

 

Be strong and courageous – really? What if you feel weak and helpless? 

 

Obey all the law and you’ll be prosperous. Who can do that? 

 

The work around for many Christians is to pick and choose the bits that seem to fit our 

reality, and then leave out the bits that don’t. 

 

But there is another way! A better way and a happier way. We need to recognise that 

these words were spoken to Joshua as the leader of God’s people.  

 

As they prepared to enter the Promised Land, this is what Joshua was to be and do. If he 

was like this, then success would come to God’s people.  

 

As we read this, we are supposed to ask, where is our Joshua? Where is our leader who 

will be this and do this for us? 

 

When we read the New Testament we discover that his name is Jesus.  

 

That’s his English name. The Greek name is Iesous. The Hebrew equivalent is Yeshua – or 

as we say in English, Joshua 😊 

 

Jesus is the one whom no one could stand against. He is the one who was strong and 

courageous on behalf of God’s people. He was the one who meditated on God’s law day 

and night, and who perfectly obeyed it. Because of this he was perfectly successful. In his 

revelation and his sacrifice for sin. 

 

How are we supposed to respond when we read verses 1-9? Not, go and do likewise. 

But find our Joshua and then praise him and adore him for being such a brilliant leader. 

 

 Do you have a Joshua? 

 Is your focus on our Joshua? 

 

So if you want to be in sync with God’s intention for these verses then praise Jesus for all he 

is and all he has done for us.  

 

What about verses 10-18? 

 

Second, they are intended to help us serve our Joshua (Vs 10-18) 

 

In verses 10 and 11, Joshua gives some clear commands to his officers that they are to pass 

on throughout the camp of God’s people.  



But then in verses 12 to 18, Joshua specially addresses the tribe of Reuben, Gad and the 

half-tribe of Manasseh. And listen to what he says. Verse 13. Read verses 13 to 15. 

 

The people of God are not to be passive as they take hold of their inheritance from God. 

They are to fight for it so that they can take hold of it.  

 

Why this special message to these 2 and a half tribes? Their piece of territory was on 

east side of the Jordan River. The place where the army was currently camped. But before 

they are to rest here, they had to help their brothers secure the land west of the Jordan. 

 

In other words, everyone had to help in the battle. One section of God’s people were not to 

be resting while the rest were fighting. It was to be a united effort from everyone.  

 

What do these verses mean for us? They are intended to help us serve our Joshua.  

 

Our battle as Christians is to conquer a piece of land. But we are soldiers of Christ in a 

spiritual battle. To rescue the captives who are in slavery to sin and Satan. And to help each 

other put to death the sinful flesh. 

 

Our rest is to come. The New Creation expectation. Until then we are a mission church. 

 

We’re not a museum church. We’re not a maintenance church. We’re not even a 

membership church. We are a mission church. We’re here for our members and also for 

those we long to join us in our celebration of Jesus.  

 

Jesus doesn’t expect everyone to do everything. He does expect everyone to do something.  

 

An army has an agreed objective. They work together for the common purpose. The same is 

true with us. Sometimes people are in the sick bay. They need time for recovery. But all 

those who are well, need to serve together. 

 

What does this service for our Jesus look like?  

 

Many different things. Street work. Beach mission. Annual leave on Holiday Club or summer 

camp. Teaching a small group. Welcoming parents. Signing people in. Setting up PA on a 

Sunday. Organising a dinner for healthcare professionals. Getting here early on a Sunday to 

speak to newcomers. Counting the money. Updating the website. The list goes on and on. 

 

This is good for us. We find life as we give it up for Christ. 

 

Don’t do everything. But what are you doing as a soldier of Christ? 

 

Our rest is still to come. So in the meantime, we are not to have some people on sun 

loungers while the rest spread the gospel. No, these verses are supposed to motivate us to 

serve our Joshua together.  

 

In Conclusion 

 

Joshua will teach us the truth. But more than this, the truth will transform us in wonderful 

ways.  

 

Let’s pray. 


