
In God we trust: God’s Kindness 

Joshua 2:1-24 

 

Do you like surprises? It may be a surprise party or a surprise present or even the surprise 

presence of someone you love. 

 

The truth is that not everyone likes surprises. For some, a surprise lights up their world. But 

for others, a surprise brings a little bit of anxiety because of the lack of certainty. 

 

One of the things I’ve learnt in our marriage is that Vicky doesn’t like surprises. Our first 

anniversary. I was responsible for booking some time away. I had done. But the drive 

towards the hotel wasn’t filled with joyful expectation of the surprise. She would have 

preferred to know. I would love to say it all worked out brilliantly when we arrived but it was 

rather underwhelming because the view from our hotel was of a giant power station. I’ve 

ever been allowed to book surprise getaways ever since! 

 

Whether you like surprises or not, this is what we are confronted with this morning in Joshua 

chapter 2.  

 

Let me try and orientate us in the Bible story. The book of Joshua begins with God’s people 

on the edge of the Promised Land. The year is about 1400 BC. They have been rescued 

from Egypt. They have spent 40 years in the wilderness. Now they are ready to conquer the 

land that God had promised. 

 

In chapter 1, we are introduced to Joshua himself as the leader of God’s people and we are 

told about the important of all of God’s people fighting together as the land is conquered.  

 

But then we hit the surprise of Joshua chapter 2. Because chapter 2 is not about the 

glorious crossing of the Jordon River of the Israelite army or the description of a successful 

military campaign. In fact, the focus isn’t even on a member of God’s people. But instead, 

our attention is drawn to a foreign prostitute called Rahab.   

 

In order to help us work out what this chapter means for us, I want to do two things this 

morning. 

 

 Summarise the story 

 Apply the story 

 

I want to say that this part of the Bible has lots to say to all of us. So stick with me and you’ll 

hear some life changing truths.  

 

 

First, let me summarise the story 

 

I’ve found it helpful to think of this chapter as two scenes. 

 

 Scene 1 – Rahab saves the spies (Vs 1-7) 

 Scene 2 – The spies save Rahab (Vs 8-24) 

 

  



Scene 1 – Rahab saves the spies (Vs 1-7) 

 

Let’s summarise scene 1. Look at 1. Read verse 1.  

 

We’re not to assume that they became clients of Rahab. This may just have been like an 

ancient Travel Lodge, with extra services for those who wanted them. In the eyes of the 

spies it may have seemed the perfect place to keep a low profile and gather some 

intelligence.  

 

However, we discover in verse 2 that their reconnaissance mission was more Johnny 

English than James Bond. Listen to this. Verse 2. Read verses 2 and 3.  

 

Or in other words, they got found out. Their presence was no longer a secret. Which meant, 

their lives are in danger.  

 

Who came to the rescue? Not a crack troop of Israeli Special Forces. But a Canaanite 

prostitute called Rahab. We’re told in verses 4 to 7 how she protected them. I don’t know if 

you remember that old British comedy series Allo Allo, about the French resistance during 

WW2. But that’s what I thought about when I read what Rahab did. It’s almost comical, isn’t 

it? She did them under some flax in the roof, and essentially told the pursuing soldiers, “Hey, 

they went that way. Why don’t you go and chase?” 

 

Some people get concerned about the fact that Rahab lied through her teeth and wonder if 

such a story should really be presented as a good thing in the Bible.  

 

Not everything in the Bible is presented as model behaviour. So many things are simply 

described rather than held up as a commendable example. 

 

That’s a summary of the scene where Rahab saves the spies.  

 

What about scene 2? 

 

Scene 2 – The spies save Rahab (Vs 8-24) 

 

Look at verse 8. Read verses 8-13. 

 

This is when we discover the reason why Rahab saved the spies from imminent danger and 

certain death. 

 

Why didn’t she turn them into the authorities? Why did she risk her life by hiding the 

spies? Well, because she wanted to save her life when God’s people entered into her town 

as part of their conquest of the land. 

 

Rahab, like most people in the land of Canaan, believed in multiple gods. The Bible says this 

is wrong. But this is what she genuinely believed. She had heard of what the God of Israel, 

Yahweh, had done in Egypt. She had heard that he had promised to give his people the land 

that she was living in. She believed that the God of Israel was powerful and kept his 

promises. As a result, she was scared stiff. And not just her, we’re told that the hearts of her 

people were sinking in fear and their courage dissipated in the face of God’s impeding 

judgement. 

 

If only, this was the common reaction today at the prospect of God’s future judgement! 

 



Now because she wanted to survive the judgement, Rahab pleaded with the spies for mercy.  

 

This is a brilliant strategy when you think about it. Rahab is smart cookie. She realises that 

she cannot run away from the God of Israel and his army. What’s her only hope of survival? 

To run towards him. And to hope that, like her, he will show kindness. 

 

Would he? Listen to verse 14. Read verse 14.  

 

The answer is yes! The Jewish spies speak for their God and promise that she will be 

treated kindly when the LORD gives his people the land. 

 

And then in the next few verses tell us about the practical arrangements to ensure that when 

the army moves in, Rahab and her family will be kept save. 

 

What are we to learn from this true story?  

 

There are two big lessons I want to draw out for us.  

 

The first one is that mercy is available before judgement. 

 

Remember what was about to happen in the land of Canaan. Yes, God’s people were going 

to inherit the land of promise. Simultaneously, the Canaanites were going to experience the 

force of God’s judgement against their sin.  

 

However, Joshua chapter 2 highlights for us that mercy was available for individuals like 

Rahab who aligned themselves with God’s people.  

 

There is a judgement to come at the end of time. There is the prospect of God rightly judging 

sin and guilty sinners experiencing the full force of his judgment in hell, forever. 

 

However, the good news is that mercy is available for those who put their faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 

This is what delights God’s heart!  

 

Ezekiel 18:23, “Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign 

Lord. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live?” 

 

Is this something you still need to do?  

 

Is this something you need to do today? 

 

For those who have had faith in the Lord Jesus, we have an opportunity to celebrate what 

Jesus has done for us as we eat bread and drink wine today. 

 

The second big lesson that leaps out from Joshua chapter 2 is that mercy is available for 

everyone before judgement. 

 

Let’s think about who Rahab is and consider her chances of finding mercy with the LORD 

and a place within the people of God.  

 

So she’s not in Israelite. She is a Canaanite. She is not even a respectable Canaanite with a 

morally acceptable entrepreneurial business. She is a prostitute.  



What chance does she have of finding mercy with God? The answer, she had ever 

chance in the world. Because the God of the Bible is full of compassion and grace, and so 

anyone who genuinely asks will find mercy with God. 

 

This truth raises three questions that I want to ask.  

 

 Are we convinced that God is for everyone? 

 

Which people are we tempted to think… “They’re too far gone. God isn’t really for them.” 

 

The gospel is for everyone! The gospel can change everyone! 

 

 Are you convinced that God is for you?  

 

Maybe you fear that people will discover what you hide in the basement of your life. Or 

maybe you feel uncomfortable in church because of your past. Sometimes you wonder, “Do I 

really fit in? Can I really be part of this?” 

 

The answer from the Bible is an overwhelming yes, and an of course! 

 

Did you know that Rahab is mentioned in the family tree of the Lord Jesus Christ?  

 

Matthew 1:5, “…Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of 

Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse…” 

 

Rahab is not hidden around the spiritual corner.  

 

God’s grace gives anyone a home in his kingdom.  

 

 Are we prepared to be part of a messy church? 

 

What is a messy church? Many instinctively think of services with paints and crafts, around 

tables with a cup of tea. 

 

Messy church is normal church.  

 

The plan of God is not for sinners to be saved by hearing the gospel, then shipped off to 

some moral transformation school, before taking their place in a local church. God’s plan is 

for saved sinners to be sanctified together in ordinary churches around the world.  

 

Will we be patient with other Christians as the Holy Spirit transforms their lives?  

 

I hope so. Because I need you to be patient with me.  

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


