
In God We Trust: God’s Power 

Joshua 3:1-17 

 

I discovered something for the first time this week about the famous Dambusters raid. Many 

of you will know this was a daring and dramatic attack carried out by the British on three 

German dams during the Second World War.  

 

I already knew that there was no safe way to get a plane close to these dams in order to 

drop a conventional bomb. They were too well defended. And so a British designer called 

Barnes Wallace came up with the idea of a bouncing bomb. The idea was that a plane would 

drop a bomb in the water, and it would skim its way to hit the dam wall. 

 

But here’s what I didn’t know. In order to perfect his plans for this, Barnes Wallace built a 

gigantic scale model of the dams at the National Physical Laboratory in Teddington, near 

London. They skimmed model bombs across this water-tank until everyone who was going 

to be involved in the actual raids knew exactly what was going on. 

 

The model that was built was real. But it wasn’t the reality. It was a pointer to something that 

was bigger and more important. 

 

Why am I telling you all this? I think this is a helpful way of understanding the parts of the 

Bible that were written before Jesus was born.  

 

God’s big plan was always to send Jesus. This is not plan B. It’s not that God 

experimented with a few different ideas, tearing his hair out as one by one they all went 

wrong. And then at last he thought, “I’ve got it. I’ll send my Son into the world to die on a 

cross.” No, the sending of Jesus was always plan A. But before his arrival, God built models 

to help prepare and explain what Jesus was going to do.  

 

The models are real. They did happen. But they were not the reality. They were pointers to 

the something bigger and better that Jesus would do when he arrived.  

 

We are presented with one of these models in Joshua chapter 3.  

 

My plan is to do two things today. 

 

 I’m going to show us three exciting parts of the model. 

 Then I’m going to show us the reality of these three exciting parts, which are even better 

than the model.  

 

I promise that what I have to say from the Bible is very relevant for everyone here, 

regardless of where you are on your spiritual journey.  

 

First, let’s focus on three exciting parts of the model 

 

The first part is the destination. 

 

We discover something about this in verse 1. Listen to this. Read verse 1.  

 

The year is about 14OO BC. God’s people, the Israelites, are on the edge of a piece of land 

in the Middle East that God had promised them many hundreds of years previously.   

 



It had not been an easy journey to get here. But now at last, here they are, camped beside 

the Jordon river, with the Promised Land in sight.  

 

We’re told in verse 1 that they camped here before crossing over.  

 

It’s important to notice this detail because it tells is that as good as their current location is, it 

is not their final destination. 

 

They had things pretty good at the edge of the Jordon. For example, the God who made 

the universe was personally present with them and was providing for them. That’s awesome.  

 

But their final destination was not to enjoy God’s presence as wondering nomads, but to be 

settled, safe and secure in a place of beauty, joy and delight. 

 

However, there was a big problem, standing in the way of the people reaching their final 

destination. 

 

Did you see it in verse 15? Read verse 15a. 

 

It’s the Jordon River! 

 

Rivers come in all sorts of shapes and sizes. There are little streams, like the one up at 

Dalby Forest, where you can safely paddle across.  

 

Friends, that’s not the River Jordon in flood time.  

 

No, think of those scary scenes of fast moving torrents of water that we sometimes see on 

our TV screens when floods hit an area of the country. 

 

This torrent of water made the crossing impossible for God’s people. It was dangerous and 

deadly. Completely impassable, and so it’s present cut off the Promised Land from those 

who desperately wanted to be there. 

 

What is the solution? 

 

At first sight, it’s really strange. Look at what we’re told in verse 2. Read verses 2 to 4.  

 

We’re told about something called the ark of the covenant.  

 

This is not the last time we hear of it in Joshua chapter 3. It is mentioned repeatedly 

throughout this chapter. I’ve put the verses on your outline. 

 

This repetition means that the ark of the covenant is the most important reference in the 

whole chapter.   

 

What is it? Why is it so important?  

 

You might remember something from Indiana Jones and Raiders of the Lost Ark. Well, 

forget what Indy thinks. To understand the meaning of the ark of the covenant, we have to 

open up of Bibles. 

 

A gold covered, wooden box, that symbolised the personal presence of the powerful God. 

 



Now do you see what was happening? God’s people were up against an impossible 

situation. They couldn’t cross over by their own strenegth or ingenuity. If they were to reach 

their destination, God himself must go ahead and deal with the torrent.  

 

And he did! 

 

Some people struggle with believing this really happened. Why? Get some perspective. If 

God can make a universe out of nothing, he can certainly stop a fast flowing river any time 

he wants! 

 

It wasn’t just a demonstration of raw power. God used his mighty power to save his people 

and bring them into the Promised Land.  

 

That’s the model.  

 

Second, let’s focus on the reality that this was pointing to. 

 

 The destination 

 

God is not a cosmic kill joy.  

 

He wants us to know him now. 

 

Christianity is not ultimately about religion or rituals or rules but a rich and real relationship 

with the God of abundant joy. 

 

But the ultimate hope of a Christian is not simply to enjoy God now. It is to enjoy him forever 

in a beautiful place beyond the grave. 

 

Immediately, there is a place called heaven. 

 

Even heaven is not the final end. But our hope is to live in a restored physical universe in 

resurrected bodies in the presence of Almighty God forever. 

 

Think of everything that is good, and then multiply that feeling of elation by a billion, and we 

are not even close to experiencing what God has in store for those who love him. 

 

In the model of Joshua chapter 3, God’s people arrive at the edge of the Jordon. That is 

their crossing point before the Promised Land.  

 

What’s the reality? Our crossing point is our physical death, and what awaits is the 

prospect of heaven and the New Creation.  

 

 The problem 

 

But there is a problem.  

 

It’s popular to say that we are all good people on the road to heaven, with a few bad apples 

in the bigger batch. 

 

No, says the Bible. We all rebels against the good God who gives us everything.  

 

We sing Frank Sinatra’s My Way.  



As a result, we deserve to experience the torrent of God’s judgement.  

 

This is what flowing water of the Jordon river is pointing to.  

 

At death, we are on the edge of the Promised Land. But there is an impassable torrent in 

front of us, preventing us from tasting what our hearts yearn for. 

 

What’s the solution?   

 

 The solution 

 

What happens in the model? The ark of the covenant goes first and stops the flow. Which 

was a higher dramatic way of saying that God himself went first to solve the impossible 

problem. It was only him who could stop the raging torrent. 

 

The reality is even more amazing.  

 

Jesus is God with us. God to the rescue.  

 

He is the one who went before us to stop the flow of God’s judgement.  

 

He sacrificed himself so that the torrent we deserved would be stopped. 

 

Which means that whenever anyone who has trusted in Jesus takes their final breath on this 

earth, they will cross over to the Promised Land. For them, the flowing river of God’s 

judgment has been stopped because of what Jesus has done on the cross. 

 

Or in the words of the old song, Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah: 

 

When I tread the verge of Jordon 

Bid my anxious fears subside 

Death of death, and hell’s destruction 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 

I will ever give to thee 

I will ever give to thee 

 

So what? 

 

What does all this mean? Where does the rubber hit the road, so to speak? 

 

 Enjoy God now 

 

Don’t miss out on knowing God every day. 

 

 Prepare for eternity 

 

People often say, life is short, so pack in as much as you can. It’s not true.  

 

The rope illustration.  

 

What will await you when you get to the edge of the Jordon river? A torrent of judgement? Or 

a free pass because Christ is your Saviour? 



Only those attached to Jesus get a free pass. The river only stopped for God’s people.  

 

This is what Jesus offers you.  

 

 Will you take it?  

 Will you take it today? 

 

Take a book. Say a prayer. 

 

For those who have received Jesus… 

 

Let’s praise him 

 

Let’s take as many people with us 

 

We don’t want our friends to miss out on something so amazing.  

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


