
In God We Trust: God’s Victory 

Joshua 5:13-6:27 

 

Love it or hate it, life is full of abbreviated words. Or if you want the technical definition as I 

found out this week, they are called initialisms. 

 

BBC – British Broadcasting Corporation 

 

MP – Member of Parliament 

 

RSVP – Respondez s’il vous pait 

 

LOL - Is it Lots of love or Laugh Out Loud? I get confused 

 

WWJD – What would Jesus do? 

 

There was a time when this slogan was really popular with a number of Christians. You 

would see Christians with wrist bands with these letters on it. The idea was to help you think 

through what to do in complicated situations. So, for example, whenever a tricky situation 

presented itself, you’d look at your wrist, see the letters, and then think, “Ah, what would 

Jesus do if he was in my shoes?” 

 

This morning I’d like us to apply the WWJD question to this part of the book of Joshua.  

 

What would Jesus do if he was in charge of God’s people as they wait on the edge of 

Jericho? 

 

The reason I ask this is because I regularly meet people who think the God of the OT is a bit 

of a monster. The same people often like to think of Jesus as a person so gentle and so 

cuddly that he would never condone anything that is brutal or bloody 

 

If you believe this about the God of the Old Testament and about Jesus, then you probably 

think Jesus would have handled the Jericho situation very differently from what we read 

about in Joshua chapter 6. 

 

Perhaps he would have opened up the diplomatic channels. Or maybe he would have sent 

in a peace envoy. But can you imagine him ordering his people to completely obliterate a 

city? 

 

WWJD? 

 

The good news is that we don’t need to guess what Jesus would have done in Jericho. 

Because what we are presented with in these chapters of the book of Joshua is exactly what 

Jesus commanded and authorised.  

 

In order for us to see this I want to show you two things this morning.  

  

 Jesus the Warrior (5:13-15) 

 The battle that Jesus commanded (6:1-27) 

 

  



First, let’s meet Jesus the Warrior (5:13-15) 

 

The whole point of this little section is to teach Joshua and us who is the ultimate 

commander of God’s people.  

 

At this point in the story we could easily think it was Joshua.  

 

But that would be a mistake.  

 

Look at verse 13. Read verses 13 to 15. 

 

It’s not hard to work out why Joshua asked his question in verse 13. He was in charge of 

God’s people and he had just met a stranger dressed for battle on the edge of a town that 

was under siege from the Israelites. And so Joshua says, “Whose side are you on? Are you 

with me or with my enemies? Are you a friend or a foe?” 

 

The stranger’s answer is very strange indeed.  Because he says to Joshua, who are tempted 

to think is the commander of the Lord’s army, that no, he is the commander of the Lord’s 

army.  

 

Who is Joshua talking to? There is a big clue that Joshua is talking to someone who is not 

just special, but someone who is utterly and completely divine. 

 

Listen again to verse 15. Read verse 15.  

 

Where have you heard that phrase before about sandals and holy ground? We’re supposed 

to make the connection between what Joshua experienced and what Moses experienced.  

 

This is a divine person standing before him.  

 

Who is this? It must be one of the members of the Godhead. Either it’s the Father, or the 

Son or the Holy Spirit.  

 

Which one? I think it’s safe to conclude that this is the eternal Son of God who one day 

would be born as the baby Jesus. Why? 

 

 In the Bible, it is the Son who is described as the one sent into the world by his Father.  

 Notice that he appears in a form that looks like a human - this anticipates the incarnation.  

 This person is described like a warrior with a drawn sword. This is how Jesus is 

described in Revelation 19. 

 

Who is the ultimate commander of God’s people in the book of Joshua? Not Joshua the 

man, but the greater Joshua; Jesus our God. 

 

So remember our question, WWJD if he was confronted with the situation at Jericho? 

Friends, we don’t have to guess. Because we’re told in Joshua chapter 6.  

 

So let me show you the battle that Jesus commanded.  

 

  



Second, the battle that Jesus commanded (6:1-27) 

 

There are three things I want to point out about this battle. 

 

 Jesus tells his people to do some very unusual things (6:1-5) 

 His people bring justice to a wicked people (6:6-21) 

 His people bring salvation to repentant sinners (6:22-27) 

 

First, Jesus tells his people to do some very unusual things (6:1-5) 

 

Look at 6:3. Read verses 3 to 5. 

 

How are they to break into this fortified city? 

 

Jesus says, this is how to arrange your troops. Divide up your army. Put some soliders at the 

front. Then put seven priests next, who each have a trumpet. Then the ark of the covenat 

goes next. Then other soldiers follow at the rear.  

 

What are they to do? March round the city once a day in formation for 6 days. Then on the 

7th day, march round seven times. Then as the trumpets blow, everyone makes a loud noise 

and the walls will come tumbling down.  

 

We will never find any of these tactics in any military text book.  

 

Why these battle tactics? It is a public display for all who witnessed it and for all those who 

will read about it that it is the powerful God of heaven who ultimately brings victory for God’s 

people on earth. 

 

We see this in many ways. The soldiers don’t blast the walls with anything. Priests with 

trumpets are included in the marching army. Their job is to draw attention to the object in the 

middle of it all – the ark of the covenant. Remember this was the big symbol of God’s 

personal presence with his people.  

 

The whole spectacle is designed to show us that it is the powerful God who brings victory for 

his people. 

 

The big application of this truth for us is to be reminded that our salvation is completely 

dependent on God providing it for us. It is so easy to take our eyes off the finished work of 

Jesus. It’s a disaster for us when we do. It can bring discouragement. Or pride. And usually 

uncertainty. But know afresh that it is the mighty God who has brought us victory by his 

mighty strength. The cross may look weak. But it took the strength of Jesus’ love to keep him 

on that cross.  

 

There is a secondary application and that is to remember the mighty power of God in 

circumstances that threaten to overwhelm us. We have no promise that God will act in the 

way we want. However, the Bible does promise that nothing is hindering God from acting in 

the way he chooses. 

 

Second, his people bring justice to a wicked people (6:6-21) 

 

These verses describe how Joshua and God’s people put the orders of Jesus into practice.  

 

The end result is described in verses 20 and 21. Read verses 20 and 21. 



How do we handle these verses? How can we make sense of them in our heads and in our 

hearts? 

 

Let me say three things.  

 

 This is not the first time God has mentioned this judgement 

 

First time was about 400 years ago, when God spoke to Abraham. 

 

Genesis 15:16, “In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin 

of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.” 

 

How long is your fuse? How long does it take you to explode with anger when people offend 

you or hurt those you love? 10 seconds? 10 minutes? 10 hours? 10 days? 

 

God has been patient for 400 years with this people. Even at this point he doesn’t burst out 

with uncontrollable anger. What we are reading is not a divine temper tantrum. It is 

controlled, deserved and necessary justice. 

 

It reminds me of what we read in 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, 

as some understand slowness. Instead, he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 

but to come to repentance.” 

 

Justice will be done. This is right. But now is the time of salvation. 

 

As a result:  

 

 Be amazed at how patient God was with you before you were saved 

 Be amazed at how patient God is with us in our sanctification 

 See the opportunities God’s patience affords us… 

o Are you always looking to share something of Jesus? This is what God’s patience 

allows.   

 

 

 This people were wicked 

 

One of the reasons for the total destruction was to stop God’s people from being 

contaminated with their practices.  

 

The application for us is not to go and repeat the violence of the Crusades. 

 

Instead it is the principle of Romans 12:2, “Do not conform to the pattern fo this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

 

To achieve this, we need to radically cull the destructive trash in our lives! 

 

 

 Children go to heaven 

 

The children killed that day would have gone straight to heaven, never having to grow up in 

the brutal world of Jericho, but instead dwelling forever in the paradise of God.  

 

 



Third, his people bring salvation to repentant sinners (6:22-27) 

 

Look at verse 22. Read verses 22 and 23. 

 

It’s a lovely end to the story, isn’t it?  

 

We’ve already met Rahab the Prostitute. We’ve already pondered how her inclusion is a 

great encouragement for us all. 

 

So here’s the new point I want to press home today. 

 

What we are hearing in this section is God’s promise of salvation fulfilled.  

 

It is a wonderful reminder that the God who makes a salvation promise, keeps a 

salvation promise.  

 

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him, shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

 

Philippians 1:6, “…being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry 

it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

 

1 Corinthians 15:2, “By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached 

to you.” 

 

 

In Conclusion 

 

WWJD? The old Sunday school song got it wrong. It wasn’t Joshua who fought the battle of 

Jericho. It was Jesus. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 


