
In God We Trust: God’s Army 

Joshua 8:1-35 

 

We’ve all come across the phrase ‘practice makes perfect.’ There is one big problem with 

this motivational principle – it isn’t true! 

 

No, the true phrase is, ‘Perfect practice makes perfect.” Bad practice simply makes 

something worse because you end up repeating something in the wrong way countless 

times. 

 

Perfectionists often get a bad name in our culture. I understand why. Being a perfectionist 

can ruin your life. It can ruin your enjoyment of what you do. It can result in many hours 

being lost to obsessive activities. And it can ruin relationships. But here’s my thought. The 

big problem about being a perfectionist is not about wanting things to be perfect. The 

problem is not having the ability to deliver want we want. 

 

This morning I want to show us someone who is what I want to call a perfect perfectionist. 

That is someone who not only wants to see things done in the right way, but someone who 

has the capacity and the competence to do it.  

 

Now of course I’m talking about the God of the Bible and this morning, as we gaze at 

Joshua chapter 8, I want to show us three examples of God’s perfection. 

 

 God’s perfect plans (Vs 1-23) 

 God’s perfect punishment (Vs 24-29) 

 God’s perfect priorities (Vs 30-35) 

 

First, God’s perfect plans (Vs 1-23) 

 

Listen to verse 1. Read verses 1 and 2. 

 

The opening words are exactly what God’s people need to hear. They have had a 

horrendous time in the previous chapter. They have been humiliated by their enemies and 

they have seen God bring just punishment on some of their own number. And yet there are 

many battles still to fight as they seek to conquer the Promised Land. 

 

But here’s the issue. How will they face the future? As they look down their binoculars and 

see many things that cause their hearts to melt and their knees to knock together, how will 

they rise up and do what needs to be done? 

 

God says exactly what they need to hear. Do not be afraid. Do not be discouraged. Because 

I have delivered the city into your hands. 

 

Do you know what are two of the biggest emotions that stop us advancing as Christians? 

 

 Fear from the outside 

 Dismay from the inside 

 

We fear some sort of threat from people around us. The nature of this fear differs from place 

to place. 

 

We feel dismay on the inside. 



That’s what God’s people are experiencing in Joshua chapter 8. I love God’s answer. 

Because he doesn’t just tell them to get in with it and abandon these negative and 

debilitating emotions. No, he gives them a reason. 

 

Don’t fear and don’t be dismayed because I have given you the city. That is, God’s people 

are assured of his personal and powerful intervention so that his plans for them will be 

accomplished. 

 

Have you ever heard of jacuzzi theology? Or maybe you might prefer hot tub theology? 

 

I like jacuzzis very much. I remember when I was a member of a gym many years ago. My 

two favourite places were the café and the jacuzzi. I loved the Jacuzzi because you just 

have to sit down, relax and do nothing.  

 

Some people have a jacuzzi theology. It is normally summarised by the phrase ‘Let go and 

let God.” That is, just wait, do nothing and let God do it all.  

 

We might be tempted to think that this is the kind of theology we read about in Joshua 

chapter 8. But it isn’t! Because remember how verse 2 finishes. God says to his people, “Set 

an ambush behind the city.” 

 

So he doesn’t say, sit and watch. No he says two things: I have given you the city, and set 

an ambush. That is, you’ve got something to do in this battle.  

 

What becomes clear as we read on is that God himself is responsible for the detailed battle 

plans. Listen to the end of verse 8. Read verse 8b. And then what we see in verses 9 to 23 

is God’s people following the detail of God’s perfect plans. 

 

The plans are incredible, aren’t they? Because what we read about is a highly detailed 

ambush that takes the soldiers of Ai completely by surprise. And what we are meant to 

conclude is not, how clever is Joshua and his army, but how clever is God! 

 

Now let’s think about what all this means for us. The big application I’d like to say to us is: 

let’s avoid jacuzzi theology. 

 

It’s not let go, and let God. No, it’s trust God to be powerfully active in the world as we are 

personally active. 

 

Think of all the potential energy in a car. When is it released? The car is started, the gears 

are engaged and the accelerator is pressed. 

 

Get out of the Jacuzzi and into the car! As we do, let’s realise that God has detailed plans for 

us, which he has recorded in the Bible. And not just detailed, but perfect. 

 

For example, take the area of evangelism, how will people become Christians? It’s not 

simply let go and let God. It’s not even let’s pray about it. It’s not even make sure we are 

connecting with people. We have to communicate the good news about Jesus. 

 

In Luke 5, Jesus commands his disciples to be fishers of people. Before this we discover 

that Jesus has perfect knowledge of where the fish are and so knows how to catch them. We 

need to know this as we go out ‘fishing’. The point of this story is not that we sit around and 

watch Jesus do the fishing for us. But that we go out using the plans of Jesus, knowing that 

they will work, in God’s time and in God’s way. 

 



Or take the area of Christian growth, we are told that we have the powerful Holy Spirit 

living within us, who can make us more like Jesus. How will this power be released? It’s not 

let go and let God. We listen to the Bible and put it into practice. This is when energy is 

released for change! 

 

So friends, get out of the jacuzzi and into the car! 

 

 

Second, God’s perfect punishment (Vs 24-29) 

 

This is the focus of verses 24-29. 

 

Listen to verse 24. Read verses 24-29. 

 

What do you make of this description? 

 

Can this really be described as God’s perfect punishment? 

 

Let me say three things. 

 

 It is God’s way so it is right. This is a great start to any conversation. 

 

 The punishment fits the crime. When we struggle to understand what God decrees, it is 

often because we don’t understand how wrong something is.  

 

 The punishment is not random 

 

For example, take what happens to the King of Ai. After he has been killed, his body is 

strung up on a pole, left there until evening and then at sunset it is taken down. And then a 

huge pills of rocks is put on top of it. 

 

Why? It’s not random. God has already spoken about this in the book of Deuteronomy. 

 

Listen to these words from Deuteronomy 21:22-23, “If someone guilty of a capital offence is 

put to death and their body is exposed on a pole, 23 you must not leave the body hanging on 

the pole overnight. Be sure to bury it that same day, because anyone who is hung on a pole 

is under God’s curse.” 

 

Do you know where these verses are quoted in the New Testament? Galatians chapter 3. 

DO you know who they are about? Jesus. 

 

Listen to this from Galatians 3:13-14, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.’[a] 14 He 

redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through 

Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.” 

 

The King of Kings is treated like the King of Ai. Why? He was punished not for his own 

capital crimes but for ours. And yet he didn’t stay dead. He was raised to life to show that he 

had fully paid for our sins. And therefore, Jesus’ memorial is different than the king of Ai isn’t 

it? Not a pile of stones on top of his body, but an empty stone tomb, because his body isn’t 

there! 

 

Jesus’ punishment was not random. It was God’s perfect punishment so we could enjoy 

perfect peace. So let’s all make sure we have embraced Jesus by faith! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A13-14&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-29116a


Third, God’s perfect priorities (Vs 30-35) 

 

As we finish, we’re going to think about why God’s people gathered around the Bible after 

their successful battle. 

 

Look at verse 33. Read verses 33 to 35. 

 

What’s going on? This is an opportunity for God’s people to hear about God’s commitment to 

them and an opportunity for them to renew their commitment to him. 

 

Notice who is there. Everyone! 

 

One of the key things we should do when we read something like this in the Bible is not 

simply ask, ’What is happening?’, but ‘Why is this happening?’ 

 

This is God telling us about his priorities for his people. That is that they gather together to 

hear his Word and obey it.  

 

And that’s because life is not ultimately about battles but about God.  

 

Regularly gathering to hear God’s Word taught to God’s people is a key way to ensure that 

we don’t miss out on the wonderful of knowing God and the worship of joyful God. 

 

We are haunted by the fear that we or those we loved are missing out on something. That’s 

often why we make the choices we do.  

 

Can I say something really clearly? When we choose to prioritise meeting with God’s 

people to hear his Word, we are not missing out, and those connected with our choices are 

not missing out either. 

 

The say this for our encouragement and our challenge.  

 

I know what we do on a Sunday isn’t always determined by our choices. Take work 

schedules for instance. But so often what we do is determined by our choices.  

 

What message are your choices preaching? 

 

Are they teaching others that your priorities align with God? Or do they teach something 

else? 

 

There are many reasons to make our corporate gathering a key priority in your life. Or put 

another way, to write it in pen in your diary. Or if you use Google calendar, put it on infinite 

repeat!  

 

But here is one for us to consider this morning. 

 

It helps us put down a marker in the midst of our busy and distracted lives.  

 

There is so much to do. So much potential. So many choices.  

 

But what we do on a Sunday is one way to liberate ourselves from the tyranny of the 

demands from other voices and instead to show our true allegiance to the God of heaven.  

 



It will be a marker for you. A marker for your family. A marker for your friends. And a marker 

for God. 

 

So as we look at what happens at the end of Joshua 8, let’s take this to hear and ensure 

that we don’t just fit in church on Sunday when we have happen to have a free window. 

 

No, let’s not miss out on all that God is offering.  

 

And in order to do this, let’s make sure we make our priorities the same as God’s. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 


