
In God We Trust: God’s Absence 

Joshua 9:1-26 

 

If you were given the chance to teach some life lessons to a group of people, what would 

you include in your curriculum? 

 

There are all sorts of things that we can and should pass on to other people. But here are 

two things that I think are critical to learn: 

 

 We all need to learn how to live after making mistakes 

 We all need to learn how to avoid making future mistakes 

 

It would be much easier to say to everyone that your future is bright and you will reach your 

full potential in every area and you’ll never hurt anyone or make a mess of anything. And yet 

there is one big problem with this kind of thinking – it’s complete nonsense.  

 

And that’s because all of us are fallible and sinful.  

 

Fallible – limited in our knowledge and wisdom.  

 

Sinful – we have internal desires to do what God says is wrong. 

 

Therefore, all of us need to learn the best way to deal with the past and the best way to 

prepare for the future. 

 

This is what I want to show us this morning from Joshua chapter 9. 

 

Because in this chapter God’s people make a huge mistake.  

 

We’re going to discover why they made it, and then, how they lived in the light of it.  

 

First, let’s discover the reason for the big mistake (Vs 1-15) 

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 to 4a. 

 

Not all the kings who lived in the path of the approaching Israelite armies responded in the 

same way. 

 

Most of them decided that their only chance of survival was to make a united stand against 

the victorious army of God’s people. And that’s what we see them doing in Joshua chapter 

10. 

 

However, the people from a place called Gibeon decided to try something completely 

different. They came up with a ruse. A crafty plan of deceit to pull the wool over the eyes of 

God’s people.  

 

So here’s what they’re thinking. They’ve heard the battle statistics from Jericho and Ai. Their 

conclusion is different from the rest of the kings around them. They conclude that a full 

frontal attack, even with a united Canaanite army, isn’t going to work. So they resort to brain 

power, and come up with a very clever plan of deception. 

 

Listen to verse 4. Read verses 4 to 6. 

 

A critical part of the Gibeonite plan is that they claim to come from a distant country.  



The reason for this is given in Deuteronomy 20:10-18, where God’s people are told that 

they do not need to destroy the people groups who live far away from centre of the Promised 

Land.   

 

The Gibeonites only live a few miles north of Jerusalem so there is no way that under normal 

circumstances the Israelites will make a treaty with them. In fact, it’s quite the reverse. God’s 

people had divine orders to destroy their towns and cities. So because of this, the 

Gibeonites come up with a cunning plan to deceitfully persuade the Israelites that they are 

really one of these far away people, and so therefore God’s people can live alongside them. 

 

What we discover in Joshua chapter 9 is that, remarkably, their plan worked! The question 

is why? 

 

It’s not because the Israelites are stupid. Read through verses 7 to 13 and we discover 

they were very suspicious about what they were hearing from the Gibeonites. 

 

It’s not just because the plan of the Gibeonites is very clever. It is well thought through and 

well executed. They work hard on getting their clothes and provisions in the right state. And 

when they arrive they don’t talk about the recent battles of the Israelites because anyone 

living far away wouldn’t have heard of these. And their lips are full of flattery. We are not to 

deny the cleverness of the ruse.  

 

However, the real reason why the Israelites were deceived is mentioned in verse 14. Read 

verse 14.  

 

They didn’t ask God for help. Literally, they did not enquire from the mouth of the LORD. 

That is, they didn’t seek to hear God’s voice before they made a decision. 

 

The importance of seeking God’s counsel is going to be the big application point from this 

first section of Joshua chapter 9. But before we drive it home, we need to be clear about 

how we enquire of the LORD.  

 

There were different ways for the people of Joshua’s day to enquire of the LORD. E.g. 

 

 They had his revealed written Word. Part of the Old Testament was written down. 

 Their priests had special stones called Urim and Thurim that God promised to use to 

provide guidance 

 Joshua has a direct line to the LORD 

 

So if they had wanted to, God’s people could have asked for God’s wisdom before entering 

into a binding agreement with the Gibeonites. But they didn’t. They thought they knew better, 

and so they didn’t ask. 

 

Why didn’t God tell them anyway? Of course he could have done. He could have 

intervened and told them everything they needed to know? But he didn’t. The reason is 

because God had already given them all the ways they needed in order to find out all the 

information they needed. And he has ordered the world in such a way that when people 

don’t access what God in his grace has offered, he lets events take their normal course. 

 

Some Christians seem to think that if God doesn’t want you to do something he will close the 

door, and you won’t be able to do it. That’s not true. Instead, God more often puts lots of 

‘Don’t do it’ messages around open doors that he doesn’t want people to go through. Sadly, 

not everyone pays attention to them.  



Do you remember what happened to the prophet Jonah? God said go to Ninevah. That was 

east. He said, no way and went west. When he got to the port on the West coast of Israel, 

what was waiting for him? A boat. This didn’t mean that he should use it just because it was 

there. It was an open door of escape but God had already made it clear that he shouldn’t 

use it.  

 

One of the reasons we make mistakes is because we don’t enquire of God. We move 

forward in our daily lives and don’t seek out the voice of God. 

 

If you are still trying to work out the truth about God, then read his book. It’s a bestseller! 

He will tell you everything you need to know. 

 

If we are Christians, then let us not live as functional atheists. This is someone who still 

believes in God. Someone who still believes God is powerful and that he acts in the world. 

But it is someone who never really enquires of him before they make decisions. Or worse, 

someone who makes decisions and then seeks God’s rubber stamp of approval. 

 

I want to encourage us all to be people who passionately enquire of the LORD. The 

question is how? How do we do this today, given that we don’t live in Joshua’s day, but in 

the days after the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

I want to mention three ways that will enable us to hear the LORD’s voice. 

 

 Saturate ourselves with the Bible 

 

He has written a book. We should prayerfully read it, and inwardly digest what we see and 

hear. 

 

We’ll find… 

 

 The commands of God 

 

 The character of God 

 

Sometimes we’ll know what to do because God clearly tells us what is right and wrong. Don’t 

murder. Don’t commit sexual immorality. Don’t lie.  

 

Sometimes God won’t address a specific situation. What then? We can learn much from the 

character of God. And the truth that Christians are to become like him. For example, we 

discover that God is a generous and kind God. That’s a great help when trying to work out 

how to live as Christians.  

 

 Ask God for wisdom 

 

This may result in God prompting our thinking. He may show us relevant Scriptures. He may 

bring others along with advice. All of this must be submitted to the revealed Word of God. 

 

 Ask God to control our circumstances 

 

Open doors and close doors.  

 

Warning – just because we can do something doesn’t mean we should.  

 

But let’s ask the God who controls the storms to control our situations.  



In summary: We have not enquired of the LORD simply when we feel it’s right and we’ve 

prayed about. No, let’s make sure we are saturated in God’s Written Word, that we are 

asking God for wisdom and asking God to control our circumstances. This will help us avoid 

making many mistakes.  

 

As we finish, I want is to focus on how to live after making mistakes. 

 

We’ll do this as we discover the consequences of the big mistake God’s people made 

(Vs 16-27) 

 

Three days after making their treaty with the Gibeonites, God’s people discover their big 

mistake. They realise they have been duped.   

 

But listen to what they do in verse 18. Read verses 18-20. 

 

The people are very annoyed with their leaders. You can imagine what they want them to 

do. Forget the deal. Pay them back. Destroy their cities.  

 

But the leaders don’t just resist, they refuse. They tell the people they will have to live with 

the consequences of their past mistake.  

 

In this case, it’s because they have made a promise, and here’s the logic. God is a God of 

his word, and his people must be likewise. Even if the reason they are in a particular 

situation is because of past sin. 

 

In short, even though we might want to rewind the tape and start again, so often we can’t. 

We have to live with the consequences of our actions in a godly way, even though what we 

have to live through might be hard and far from ideal. 

 

This is very possible because of an amazing truth about God. He is an expert in bringing 

good out of bad situations. 

 

This is hinted at for the Gibeonites. Listen to what we’re told in verse 23. Read verse 23.  

 

And again in verse 26. Read verses 26-27. 

 

The Gibeonites were at the heart of the religious life of God’s people, in a place where they 

could learn the truth about the God who is full of compassion and mercy. 

 

The good that God brings out of a sinful choice doesn’t turn past mistakes into good 

decisions. But the goodness of God and his beautiful ways of bringing future good out of 

previous bad, does help us live in the light of our mistakes.   

 

I don’t know the kind of things that you are living within internally. You may never have 

shared them with many people in this congregation. Perhaps no one. But here’s what God 

says to you this morning: I forgive you and I rule the future. So don’t be crushed by guilt. 

Move on. Be at peace. And enjoy the adventure of faith.  

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 


