
In God We Trust: God’s War 

Joshua 11:1-12:24 

 

Are you someone who likes to make quick decisions or do you like time to ponder? 

 

Some people think it is always better to take your time. Don’t think too quickly. Make sure 

you don’t make any snap decisions. There is wisdom in this. We don’t want to be reckless 

and rash. However, there are also dangers when we delay decisions. There is something 

called ‘analysis paralysis’. Too much thinking can actually cloud your brain rather than 

make everything clear.  

 

You might be interested to know that research has been carried out that says making 

decisions in the blink of an eye isn’t always rash. Brain experts talk about something called 

‘thin-slicing’, which means that humans can take a small amount of information (a thin-slice) 

and draw conclusions from it using a combination of experience and intuition. This allows us 

to make smart decisions with little information and minimal contemplation.  

 

However, even though this is true, there is still the danger of thinking too quickly and coming 

to a conclusion that is completely wrong. 

 

I think this is our danger when we open up our Bibles at Joshua chapters 11 and 12. It’s 

easy to conclude from a quick glance that these verses are pretty boring and don’t have 

much, if anything, to say to our contemporary. 

 

We didn’t actually have Joshua chapter 12 read, but how many of you are disappointed that 

Kylie didn’t continue reading the list of defeated kings? 

 

What we need to remember as we turn to this section of the Bible is what we are told in 2 

Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness.” 

 

With this conviction about the Bible, it means we can resist our initial instinct about Joshua 

chapter 11 and 12, and instead we can dig into the words and discover the hidden gems. 

 

This morning I want to show us four relevant truths from these two chapters of the Bible. 

 

 The threat to God’s work (11:1-5) 

 The comfort of God’s word (11:6) 

 The length of God’s war (11:7-23) 

 The list of God’s victories (12:1-24) 

 

First, the threat to God’s work (11:1-5) 

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1-5. 

 

You might be thinking, why all these names and places? Why all this detail? Why not just 

have a summary sentence that says, “Lots of people opposed what God’s people were 

doing.” That would not have had the same effect.  

 

But what happens as we read this section is that we begin to feel the enormity of the 

opposition being faced by the people of God. It’s not just the numbers. It’s the technology 

available to those who are standing against the advance of God’s people. Did you see that? 

They have horses and chariots. In the ancient world, that’s the equivalent to having 

machine guns and tanks when your enemy has bows and arrows. 



There are lessons for us to learn as the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

We need to get our expectations right, as we advance with the gospel, opposition will come. 

It is not a sign that we are doing something wrong, but that we are doing something right. 

 

Now of course we can be opposed because we have simply become rude or hard, without 

compassion. That’s wrong.  

 

But here’s what we need to understand, even when we are most loving in our tone and in 

our manner, the message of Jesus will be opposed by people around us.  

 

Sometimes this will be individuals or families or pressure groups or governments.  

 

Often the opposition feels overwhelming – both in terms of numbers and resources stacked 

against us. This can make us fearful and can cause us to lose our gospel nerve.  

 

I want to say this morning – that’s pretty normal.  

 

What’s the answer? 

 

Second, the comfort of God’s word (11:6) 

 

Look at verse 6. How does God respond to the anxiety felt by his people? Read verse 6. 

 

Isn’t this wonderful? Here is God’s first response to his people’s needs. He speaks to them. 

He brings his comforting word into the midst of their distress. 

 

He reminds them that he is Almighty God. And therefore when this God is for you, who can 

stand against you? 

 

Now that’s what the people of Joshua’s day needed to hear as they began to fear what was 

coming towards them. They had lost their sense of perspective and so they needed God’s 

word to bring comfort to their souls.  

 

I want to remind us today that God’s Word, the Bible, is the comfort we need to hear in our 

busy, distracted, and increasingly depressed lives. 

 

People are waking up to this. But what are the solutions being offered? Hobbies, holidays, 

pills, technology…the list goes on. 

 

But what we really need, whether we are Christians or not, is the comfort of God’s Word.  

 

The Bible brings comfort to many situations. 

 

It might be equivalent to the situation we have described in Joshua chapter 11. Gospel 

advance is being threatened by powerful people? We need to be reminded that there is no 

one more powerful than God, and that nothing can thwart his perfect plans. 

 

It might be about our identity. We may feel low and inadequate. That’s often because we 

have been hard wired to rate our value based on the things we have done. We need to hear 

God say to us in the Bible, that Jesus died for us when we were still sinners. His love is not 

based on our loveliness but flows out of his generous heart. 

 



Or we might fear the future. It might be the great enemy of the human race, death? Or might 

be the ability to make ends meet when finances seem to be collapsing all around us? The 

Bible brings comfort. Jesus says “I am the resurrection of the life.” One  of the names of God 

is Jehovah Jireh – which means the Lord will provide. 

 

Whatever your situation, we all need to hear the comfort of God’s Word. 

 

Third, the length of God’s war (11:7-23) 

 

In a previous sermon in this teaching series I’ve mentioned that in response to God’s power, 

we are not to let go and let God. Rather, divine sovereignty produces courage in God’s 

people that results in them doing what God says they will do.  

 

This is what we see happening in verses 7 to 20. God’s people are not spectators in the 

battle. No, they are soldiers in God’s just war. 

 

Because we have already spent a bit of time talking about the interaction between God’s 

power and our participation, we’re not going to focus on this today. Instead, I want us to see 

something particular that we haven’t mentioned yet.  

 

You’ll see it in verse 18. Listen to this. Read verse 18. 

 

It’s easy to think that the battles we read about in the book of Joshua happened over a few 

days. It only takes about 10 minutes to read up to the end of chapter 12. So we can be left 

thinking that it was bang, bang, bang. All done and dusted within a week.  

 

But that isn’t the truth. It all happened over a long time.  

 

Isn’t this good for us to know in the battles we fight? 

 

The nature of our battles is different. God does not command his New Testament people to 

pick up their swords and engage in physical conflict. 

 

But we are called to fight the good fight of faith. To preach the gospel to bring peace to 

others and rescue them from spiritual captivity. And we are called to put our old sinful nature 

to death, so that we can live for Christ. 

 

The question is, how long will this take? A long time.  

 

God’s power doesn’t normally work in quick, dramatic flashes. Of course it can do in days of 

revival.  

 

But more often God’s power helps us win battles over the long term. 

 

So don’t give up and don’t despise the ordinary! 

 

Fourth, the list of God’s victories (12:1-24) 

 

Please don’t worry, I’m not going to read this list of defeated kings! 

 

But I do want to point out something wonderful about it. It’s precise and detailed. 

 

You might think, that’s the problem. Far from it, that’s the beauty of it. 

 



The reason is because it prevents God’s people from becoming lazy in their praise of God. 

 

We all know how easy it is to lose track of what God has done for us and what he is doing in 

our lives. Or to simply thank him in general ways, without being specific in our praise. So we 

might say, “Thank you for blessing us.” That’s true. And that’s good. But much better is to 

thank God for the particular ways in which he has blessed us. 

 

This is what the list in Joshua 12 is designed to do. So rather than the people of Joshua’s 

day praying something like this, “Thank you God for giving us the Promised Land.” They are 

encouraged to name it and praise it. 

 

And the same should be true of us. Let’s name what God has done for us and praise him for 

it. 

 

We could start by focusing on some of the aspects of our salvation in Jesus. 

 

 Forgiveness of our sins. No punishment to fear 

 Eternal life that begins now and lasts forever 

 Adoption as God’s children 

 Promise of a resurrection body 

 Presence of the Holy Spirit 

 A church family to belong to 

 

What about particular battles that God has won for you? Name it and praise it. 

 

 Laziness that has been overcome 

 Selfishness that has blossomed into generosity 

 A fear of commitment that has become dependable, sacrificial love 

 An addiction to pornography that has been restrained so you are no longer drawn into 

the dark cave of secret and destructive viewing 

 Lack of focus that has been transformed into gospel intentionality 

 

Whatever it is, name it and Praise god for it! 

 

This is good for us. It will keep us grateful. It will keep us zealous. It will give us confidence 

that future battles will be won.  

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 


