
Serving Together 

Romans 12:3-13 

 

Margaret Thatcher was the Prime Minister of the UK from 1979 to 1990. During his 
premieriship she was known as the Iron Lady, and during her time as PM she was involved 
in lots of memorable occasions, the Falklands War, the Poll Tax Riots, and her dramatic 
dismissal from office at the end.  
 
One of my favourite stories is when she went to a nursing home. At one point she noticed 
that one of the residents wasn’t paying any attention to her. She said, “Do you know who I 
am?” The lady replied, “Don’t worry love, matron will be along in a minute and she will 
know.” 
 

This may be one of those urban myths. But it does introduce us to the big idea that drives 

everything else in our passage from Romans chapter 12, and that’s the topic of identity.  

 

We know that the question of identity is a big one in our society.  

 

Lots of people are confused about their identity. An increasing number of people are 

spending lots of time and money researching their identity.  

 

All of this shows us that knowing who you are if vital if we are to live successfully.  

 

It’s not just our culture that thinks this. The Bible says the same thing. Again and again, 

God’s Word reminds us of who we are in order to motivate us to live for Jesus. 

 

That’s what we find at the headline of our Bible passage this morning.  

 

This part of the Bible is all about our connection to and commitment to other Christians. But 

before we read of how we are to serve together and care deeply for each other, we are first 

reminded about our identity.  

 

The reason is simple – we will only live in the way God commands, when we are sure of the 

identity God has granted.  

 

So let’s ask the question, how should Christians think about their identity? Listen to what 

we’re told in verse 3. Read verses 3.  

 

Paul is speaking as an apostle. He didn’t deserve to be one. But God in his grace had not 

simply saved him, but granted him the authority to speak divine words to God’s people.  

 

In this verse he addresses our thinking. 

 

Last week, we heard that if we are to worship Jesus 24/7 then our minds have to be 

renewed by God’s good words.  

 

And so it should be a surprise to hear Paul pick up this theme straight away. 

 

What does he focus on? How Christians think about their identity. 

 

In our culture we have two big problems connected with our identity. 

 

 The problem of low self- esteem 

 The problem of high self-esteem 

 



Those will low self-esteem hang their heads low and feel inadequate. Those with high self-

esteem strut around like a peacock and feel superior.  

 

What’s the answer? Paul says, “Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but 

rather think of yourself with sober judgement.” 

 

Not lofty and proud. But not too low and negative. Sober judgement means accurate 

judgement.  

 

You need to be sober to drive a car. Why? Because that’s when we make accurate 

judgements. 

 

What is an accurate identity judgement for a Christian to make? Paul says we are to make 

it… “in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.” 

 

This is spiritual dynamite! 

 

We are to let our identity be formed by focusing on the faith that God has given every 

Christian.  

 

What does this mean? Our faith declares that we are saved sinners. 

 

Some deny they are sinners in need of saving. This results in pride. 

 

Some accept they are sinners but don’t believe they are saved. This can result in pride or 

despair. 

 

Christians have faith in Jesus. This means we have admitted we are sinners but have been 

saved by the Saviour. We are saved sinners. 

 

This is great news for our identity as Christians. We will be prevented from high self-esteem 

and low self-esteem.  

 

This truth must be applied in many areas of life. But it’s picked up here and applied to our 

connection to and commitment to other Christians.  

 

There are two implications that are drawn out in verses 4 to 13. 

 

Knowing who we are allows us to…  

 

 Serve actively (Vs 4-8) 

 Love passionately (Vs 9-13) 

 

First, knowing who we are in Christ, we are to serve actively (Vs 4-8) 

 

Listen to verse 4. Read verses 4 to 6a. 

 

Sometimes people like to think of belonging to a church like riding on a bus. 

 

Someone is driving. Enjoy the ride. Shout some instructions. But you are a passenger. 

 

Romans 12 says that church life is not like a bus but like a body. 

 

 



 We belong to each other 

 We need each other 

 We don’t all do the same thing 

 

We all have something to contribute. Grace has given us gifts for the benefit of the body. 

 

What should we do? Paul gives a few examples in verses 6 to 8.  

 

 Prophecy - in accordance with the faith 

 Teaching 

 Encouragement 

 Giving 

 Showing mercy 

 

These Biblical lists are not exhaustive. They are illustrative.  

 

There is something in common to everything Paul says about each of these gifts. If you’ve 

got it, use it. 

 

Don’t be a spectator in church, be a servant. 

 

I’m not talking about being on a rota, I’m talking about active service. 

 

Sometimes there are times of rest. In the recovery bay. 

 

But in normal situations we should be in the active service that is appropriate for the season 

God has given us.  

 

 Not everybody should do everything 

 

 Not everyone can do everything 

 

Finding the right role for you, allows someone else to find the right role for them. 

 

 We should all be doing something 

 

God gives us what we need to do what he wants. The question is, are we mobilised together 

to achieve what God wants from us? 

 

Active service for you could mean something on a Sunday. It may mean during the week. It 

could involve being involved in starting something new – e.g. ESL.  

 

How can you find out what your gifts are? Where is your heart? Where are your skills? 

What’s been your past experience? Come and talk to me or your Life Group leader. Let’s 

work it out 😊 

 

Don’t fear commitment. That’s how our culture wires us across the board. We like our get out 

clauses. And our pay as we go lifestyles. But commitment is for our good. 

 

Think about commitment from an employer to an employee. What contracts do we prefer? 

Zero hours or permanent?  

 

Don’t be a spectator in church, God says serve actively. 

 



Secondly, knowing who we are in Christ, allows us to love passionately (Vs 9-13) 

 

We are part of a new family. We are to love each other. 

 

What kind of love are we to show? 

 

Let me pick out a five examples. 

 

 Our love must be sincere (Vs 9) 

 

We don’t want superficial, skin deep smiles. We want deeply rooted emotional 

commitment. 

 

How is this possible? 

 

Our actions and our affections. 

 

 Our love must be tough (Vs 9) 

 

Hate what is evil. Cling to what is good. 

 

Tim Keller, "Real love is concerned with the truth. Any love that is afraid to confront the 

beloved is not really love, but a selfish desire to be loved. This kind of selfish love is afraid to 

do what is right if it risks losing the beloved's affection. It makes an idol out of the beloved. It 

says, I'll do anything to keep him or her loving me! This is not loving the person. It is loving 

the love you get from the person." 

 

 Our love must be committed (Vs 10-12)) 

 

Don’t lack zeal. Keep your spiritual fervour.  

 

Why does he need to say this? Because when we stop talking about loving people and 

start loving real people, we find it’s tough. It’s easy to get worn down and lose our 

enthusiasm, 

 

We mustn’t. How do we remain zealous? 

 

Serving the Lord. Joyful in hope. Patience in affliction. Faithful in prayer. 

 

 Our love must be practical (Vs 13) 

 

Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.  

 

 Our love must be homely (vs 13) 

 

Inviting people into our homes. Our home should not our castle. Our home should not our 

cinema. Our home should be a place to care for others. 

 

Have you been on the receiving end of this? Is it time to starting opening your home to 

others? What’s the first step? It’s about inviting your family in.  

 

In Conclusion 

 

Let’s get our identity right. Everything else flows from this. Let’s pray.  


