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What do you love doing at Christmas time? 

 

 Decorating the tree? 

 Eating lots of food? 

 Buying presents for those you love? 

 Opening lots of presents? 

 Watching the Queens speech? 

 Watching Christmas movies? Reading books? 

 Maybe simply stopping work? 

 

 What about going to a Christmas panto?  

 

Love them or hate them, pantomimes are part of the British Christmas 

tradition. Each year, whole generations of families wrap up warm to make 

their way to theatres up and down the country to watch a musical 

performance of our favourite fairy tales. We do this in order to laugh 

together at cheesy jokes and shout together that there is someone behind 

you. 

 

One of the big reasons why pantos are so popular across the generations 

is because they’re not very complicated, are they? Everyone 

understands what’s going on and we all know what to do when the different 

characters come on. 

 

 When the funny one comes on – we laugh 

 When the nasty one comes on – we boo 

 When the young sweet hearts come on – we say ooh and aah. 

 

Pantomimes are straightforward. The same character gets the same 

reaction from all the people.  

 

By contrast, the Christmas story is very different.  

 

I don’t know if you have realised this but the central character of the story, 

the Lord Jesus Christ, the rescuing hero born to a teenager girl called Mary 

is treated very differently by the range of people who hear about his arrival 

on this earth. 

 

If this was Christmas panto, then everyone would respond to the birth 

announcement in the same way. There would be cheers and celebrations 

up and down the country. However, the Bible is not fairy tale. It is nitty 

gritty, real life, and so what we are presented with it the honest truth 

reactions to the birth of Jesus. And what we discover is that the reactions 

change depending on the life situation of the person who hears. 

 

What I want to do this morning is to show us three different responses to 

the news that Jesus has been born. As I do, I’d love you to ask yourself, 

which one of these best describes my current position? 

 

How did people respond to the birth of Jesus? 

 

First, some people were filled with fear  

 

Listen again to what we’re told happened when the magi turned up in 

Jerusalem and told everyone that they believed the king of the Jews had 

been born.  

 

Matthew 2:3, “When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 

Jerusalem with him.” 

 

King Herod was a nasty individual. He was power hungry and ultra-

suspicious of anyone who posed a threat to his royal position. In fact, at 

one time he had his wife and two songs murdered because he thought they 

were plotting against him.  

 

It’s not hard to work out why Herod was fearful when he was told that 

Jesus had been born as king of the Jews. You can imagine him saying, “I 

think you’ll find I am king of the Jews.” 

 



But here’s what I find fascinating. It wasn’t just King Herod who was 

disturbed by the royal birth announcement. We’re told that all Jerusalem 

were disturbed with him. The question is, why? 

 

Why were they not dancing in the streets and praising God because at last 

the promised Saviour had been born? 

 

For the same reason as Herod. Because the people of Jerusalem may not 

have been official kings and queens of little parts of the Roman Empire, but 

this doesn’t stop them living as little rulers of our own little personal 

kingdoms. And so news of a king being born, who had the right to tell them 

how to live produced fear in their hearts.  

 

Many people today have the same initial reaction when they hear the truth 

that Jesus is the rightful king of this world. 

 

So he’s not just a teacher. He not just a spiritual advisor with interesting 

things to say. No, he declares that he is the one who has the right to tell us 

what to believe and how to behave.  

 

No wonder many people find Jesus disturbing.  

 

How can we make this message easier to hear? 

 

By remembering that the King is also the Saviour. The one born in a crib 

grew up to be the man who died on the cross. He did this to save us from 

our sins.  

 

Illustration of a mother saving a child from who has wondered onto a busy 

road. It is a clear demonstration of their love. It should make heeding their 

commands easier in future. 

 

So friends please understand that Jesus is the rightful king of your life. I’m 

not going to remove these truths claims from the Christmas message. He 

calls us to surrender to him and allow him to be in charge. But as you hear 

this call, don’t be afraid because the one who calls you to follow him has 

already sacrificed his life so you can be save for all eternity.  

 

Second, some people were filled with apathy 

 

I’m talking about the religious leaders who lived in Jerusalem. 

 

Because do you remember what they did after they told the magi to head to 

Jerusalem if they wanted to find out if the king of the Jews had been born? 

They did absolutely nothing.  

 

My question is, why didn’t they follow them?  

 

This was huge, life-shaking news! 

 

So it wasn’t as if the magi had rolled into town and declared that they had 

discovered a new spice that would make everyone’s food taste a bit more 

yummy. 

 

No, they were talking about the promised king that everyone was waiting 

for and that the religious leaders knew a great deal about.  

 

But instead of travelling the 5 miles from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, these 

religious leaders were filled with apathy. They did nothing.  

 

We’re not told exactly why they stayed put. However, I see their reaction 

repeated time and again as I try and tell people the good news about 

Jesus.  

 

People’s apathy can be fuelled by many different things. Sometimes it’s 

fuelled by the busyness of life. I don’t have time to fit it all in. Sometimes it’s 

just tiredness. And sometimes it’s a belief that everything will end the same 

anyway so it doesn’t really matter if we personally investigate and respond 

to Jesus. 

 

Let me say this loudly and clearly. It does matter eternally how we 

respond to Jesus. If we don’t receive him then we will not go to heaven and 

be in God’s presence for ever. 

 



Who would you most like to see perform at the Scarborough Open Air 

Theatre in 2020? So far we’ve got Snow Patrol, West Life and Lionel Richie 

to choose from.  

 

Imagine your favourite band was playing. Imagine that the band had paid 

for your ticket for the best seats in the house. They had sent you a 

message to say everything had been arranged. There was just one 

condition. You had to pick up your ticket before the performance. If you 

didn’t then you would miss out on the show. 

 

How would you respond? Surely you wouldn’t be apathetic. You’d want 

to check out if it was genuine. And if it was, you’d want to collect your ticket 

to make sure you got to enjoy the show of the year. 

 

Jesus isn’t just offering us a one night spiritual show. He says he has died 

on the cross to pay for every good gift to be given to us. Eternal life that 

starts now and lasts forever. Adoption as a child of God. Resurrection body 

to come. All we have to do is pick up our ticket.  

 

Friends, please don’t be like the religious leaders. Please check out the 

credentials of this life changing offer.  

 

 Read the free book 

 Come to church 

 

Third, some people were filled with worship 

 

I’m talking about the magi who travelled from the east and who ended up 

bowing down before Jesus and worshipping him. 

 

What do we know about the magi? 

 

They weren’t kings. They were astrologers. 

 

They had seen something significant in the skies and as a result they 

decided to travel a considerable distance to check out if their hunch was 

right. 

 

We don’t know exactly where they were from but it’s likely that they came 

from a country like Iran, which was about 1000 miles from Jerusalem. 

 

That’s dedication isn’t it! 

 

However, what they saw in the skies only got them so far. They needed 

something else to get them to Jesus. They needed God’s revelation in the 

Scriptures. 

 

It’s the same today. Many people see the fingerprints of God in the creation 

around them. But we want to see God’s face. We see this in the Bible. 

 

What happened when they arrived in the presence of Jesus? 

 

They were welcomed. They weren’t turned away.  

 

This is great news for us to hear because remember who they were. They 

weren’t nice Jewish religious teachers who had been to synagogues all 

their lives, and who were now coming to worship their long expected king.  

 

No, they were astrologers from far away.  

 

But here’s the deal. Jesus is for everyone, no matter where we are from or 

what we have done.  

 

I don’t know what your previous background is like. We don’t do any 

research on people before they walk into church. 

 

Maybe you have done something bad in the eyes of our society. Maybe 

you’ve had frequent run ins with the police or even been to prison. Jesus is 

for you. 

 

Or maybe your life is very respectable but church hasn’t been a feature so 

far. Jesus is for you. 

 

One other thing that happened when the magi arrived in the presence of 

Jesus. They weren’t just welcomed. No, they bowed down and 

worshipped Jesus.  



This is a highly significant thing to do. In the Bible we’re told to only worship 

God. But here is Jesus being worshipped and nobody rebukes the 

worshippers. It’s another clue that Jesus is not just another human baby 

but is the Son of God in human flesh. 

 

What are we to make of the gifts that are given to Jesus? People wonder if 

each gift is highly symbolic and is pointing to a different aspect of the 

mission of Jesus – king, priest and sacrifice. Maybe. But here’s something 

we know for certain. You wouldn’t get any of these gifts in the Tesco Value 

range. They are all very expensive. These gifts are teaching us that if we 

want to worship Jesus is will be very costly. Worshipping Jesus is not like 

getting a spiritual friend that we might call for advice on the odd occasion. 

No, following Jesus means giving him our heart and living for him. And 

that’s costly. 

 

However, it is gloriously worth it, both for now and for eternity. 

 

So let me ask you, have you reached the point in your life when you need 

to bow down and start worshipping Jesus? 

 

Many of us have already started. Keep going. 

 

Many will need to learn more. Don’t be apathetic. 

 

Some maybe at the point of commitment but don’t know how to begin. 

 

Let me put this prayer on the screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


