
Generous giving 

Matthew 6:1-4 

 

It starts when we are young and it continues as we get older.  

 

Can you see me? Can you watch me? Can you look at it? 

 

It might be a picture when we’re five. Or a cartwheel when we are seven. Or a presentation 

when we are twenty. 

 

Instinctively, we like people to notice us. We like those around to pay attention to what 

we are doing.  

 

Or if I can put it like this, in the performance of our life, we like an audience. 

 

Who we want in the audience will differ for each one of us. There will be some people we 

want in the best seats in the theatre. There will be others who we don’t really care if they turn 

up or not.  

 

However, what seems obvious is that there is some in built desire in every human heart to 

be noticed for what we do. 

 

This leads to two common outcomes.  

 

Either it leads us to a place of devastation or its leads us to a place of enslavement.  

 

Devastation happens when either nobody seems to care. Or when the ones we really care 

about don’t give us any attention. 

 

Enslavement happens when we are driven by the appreciation of those who are watching. 

This means we end up making decisions based on what people will give us. This may be a 

smile or an easy life or something else entirely. But it means we aren’t free. We are 

motivated and trapped by the audience that is watching us perform. 

 

This morning I want to show us a different and a better way to live. We find this in verse 1 

of Matthew chapter 6.  

 

Listen to what Jesus says. Read verse 1.  

 

We’re already seen in Matthew chapter 5 that Christians are to shine our light before others 

that they may see our good deeds and glorify our Father in heaven. Jesus shines on us and 

we shine out to those around us. 

 

There is nothing wrong with being noticed for being a Christian. In fact, there is a 

requirement to be noticed.  

 

Private Christianity is not Biblical Christianity.  

 

Faith in Jesus is always to be personal but it is also to be public. 

 

We are not to keep our heads low. No, we are to stick them above the parapet as we speak 

and live for Jesus. 

 



What is Jesus getting at in verse 1 of chapter 6? He is talking about our motivations. He is 

talking about the audience that we are seeking to please. The people that we want to notice 

us. 

 

He gives us two choices. Either we perform for those around us or for the God above us. 

 

What I love about this instruction from Jesus is that it doesn’t say we should try and 

suppress our innate desire to be noticed by other people. Jesus’ solution is not for us to try 

and live under the radar of everyone in the universe.  

 

Not at all. His answer is for us to live for the audience that matters most of all. The 

audience of one. Our Father in heaven. 

 

Let me tell you why God is the greatest person in the audience as you perform on the stage. 

 

First, he is always there. Second, he doesn’t miss anything. Third, he gives the best 

rewards. 

 

At this point let me make something clear. Salvation is a gift of God paid for by the blood of 

Jesus. Salvation is by grace and it is received by faith in Jesus. 

 

Let’s not get confused. We are not saved because of our moral performance but through 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who has done everything necessary to secure us a place in 

the presence of God.  

 

However, here’s the thing. God the Father loves to shower blessings upon the children he 

loves. And he promises to generously reward those who practice their righteousness to be 

seen by him. 

 

What is the nature of this reward? It’s not a promise of more money. God definitely 

promises that he will provide everything we need to serve him every day of our life. But he 

never promises to give us more money when we give our current money away. He might do. 

But for our good and his glory, he may decide that in future we will have less money in order 

that our faith in God increases. 

 

Also, let’s remember that although material prosperity is a good gift from God, it is not the 

ultimate gift from God. 

 

What is the greatest gift that God can give us? Himself.  

 

Please don’t try this yourself when you forget a friend’s birthday or maybe an anniversary. 

Hey, I’ve given you the greatest gift I can? Myself! 

 

But for God it is true and wonderful. He promises to give his obedient children more of 

himself. More experience of his tenderness and compassion. More experience of his love 

and joy. Of course this is true in part for this life. But the ultimate fulfilment of God’s bountiful 

reward is for all eternity in the new world that he will make.  

 

Many Christians seem to think that eternity with God will be the same for every follower of 

Jesus. By this logic it doesn’t matter what we do for Christ in this life. It will all be identical in 

the next life anyway. But will it? Not according to the Bible. The decisions we make in this life 

have an impact on our experience of God in the next life.  

 



Let’s not misunderstand this. No Christian will be unhappy or jealous of others. We will all 

be fully filled with joy and delight. However, the Bible does suggest that our capacities for 

joy will not all be the same. 

 

Think of it like this. Imagine a range of different sized container that you take into the bath 

with you. What happens when you submerge them in the water? They are filled completely 

with water. However, they don’t have the same amount of water. That is determined by their 

capacity. 

 

If you are not a Christian here this morning, then God the Father says that you need to 

become a follower of Jesus. This is your first and vital step to take. 

 

If you are a Christian, then do realise that our current choices will impact our eternal 

experience of the joy of God. Your Heavenly Father wants to reward you. Let me ask you, 

how much does the prospect of a future reward motivate our current decisions? 

 

To help us move from the theoretical to the practical, Jesus now picks three concrete areas 

where he expects this truth about the future to impact the present.  

 

 Giving (Vs 2-4) 

 Prayer (Vs 5-15) 

 Fasting (Vs 16-18) 

 

This morning we’re going to focus on giving. So look at verse 2. Read verses 2 to 4. 

 

The first thing I’d like to point out that Jesus expects his followers to give. Notice he says, 

“When you give” not “If you give.” 

 

Does your faith in Jesus impact your spending? 

 

My experience has been that many Christians in the UK struggle in this area. It’s rare for 

me to have a conservation with a British Christian that goes something like this, “Pastor, I’m 

new to the church and I know it’s right for me to show my commitment to the church by 

giving 10% of my income. Can you tell me how to do this?”  

 

I remember once being told by a treasurer in another church that it often took years for a 

new Christian to start giving regularly to a local church. 

 

But why? Jesus says, “When you give…” 

 

Jesus says we are to give to the needy. This raises the question, who are the needy? 

 

The needy are those who have financial needs. For whatever reason they don’t have what 

they need to survive and thrive. 

 

In the New Testament, these include local churches, those in our church family who are 

struggling financially and those outside our church family who are struggling financially. 

There is a priority for us to do the first two as only Christians will do this! 

 

How is your giving to the needy?  

 

Is it regular and organised? It’s amazing how those committed to spontaneity often get 

distracted and don’t give very often 

 



Is it generous and sacrificial? This is what God is like, so we too as his children. We don’t 

wait until we have a big bank balance.  

 

Is it secret? This is the big point Jesus is pressing home in these verses.  

 

Don’t announce it with trumpets. Don’t be a show off. Don’t give in order to be seen by 

others and get their pat on the back. No, do all you can to make it a secret so that your 

Heavenly Father will reward you. 

 

I heard the story this week of a man who always went to his pastor once a year with a 

cheque for the church.  

 

We do all we can here at Trinity Church to minimise who knows what. Two people apart from 

you will know what you give. The two members of our finance team who keep an eye on the 

budget and the gift aid.  

 

But God sees everything.  

 

There are lots of different reasons to give. But here is the reason held before us this 

morning. The rewards of eternity.  

 

We are always motivated by reward. Buy a cake. Go and see a movie. Buy a new car. Pay 

for a holiday. Our money is exchanged for some kind of reward. 

 

The same is true when we give as Christians. Every pound and every penny will be 

remembered and rewarded by God. 

 

Many of us will be familiar with John Wesley as a preacher. He was one of the key leaders of 

18th century Christianity in the UK. But did you know about his view of money? This is what 

he urged his fellow Christians: "… gain what you can, by rightful means and hard work 

without harming others; to save all you can, by avoiding extravagance and needless 

expense. Having first gained all you can, and secondly saved all you can then give all you 

can." 

 

This is what he said about his own view of money, “I value all things only by the price they 

shall gain in eternity." 

 

We’ll need faith to live like this. But let’s imagine the rewards in eternity. Let’s be assured 

that God will keep his promises.  

 

And so let’s pray that God will give us the courage to let eternity impact our financial budgets 

now. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


