
The golden rule 

Matthew 7:1-12 

 

Have you ever wanted to run away from it all and be on your own? 

 

It’s quite a common desire for many people. However, it puts us in conflict with another human desire, that 

is the longing for community. 

 

What is going on?  

 

On the one hand, we don’t want to be alone. We want to experience loving relationships. This pushes us 

towards people. 

 

However, what do we experience when we interact with people? Broken community. People let us down. 

We get hurt and can end up damaged. We do the same. This is true in churches as well. This side of 

heaven there is no such thing as perfect community. This experience pushes us away from people.  

 

Here’s what we all need. Wisdom about how to navigate a world in which we want quality relationships and 

yet are often on the receiving end of imperfect relationships.  

 

And this is what we have in this section of Matthew chapter 7.  

 

In this section, Jesus tells us to cultivate three attitudes as we interact with people.  

 

 Be tender 

 Be wise  

 Be generous 

 

Before we dive in, can I just remind us that these words are spoken to those who have decided to follow 

Jesus? This doesn’t mean that Jesus doesn’t want everyone to live like this. But that we will not be able to 

live like this until we have come to Jesus as asked him to be our Lord and Saviour. We will need the power 

of his forgiveness and the power of his Holy Spirit if we are to live in the beautiful way described in these 

verses.  

 

First, Jesus says to his followers, be tender (Vs 1-5) 

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1-2.  

 

This verse is easy to misunderstand. The meaning all hinges on what the word judge means. The original 

word is the Greek word krino and this can have a couple of meanings. For example, it can mean condemn, 

as in do not condemn someone’s life choices as either right or wrong. Instead see them for what they are, 

their preferences.  

 

However, krino can also mean judgemental, as in do not have a judgemental attitude towards others. This 

would still leave open the possibly of referring to something as right or wrong but would address the attitude 

of the person who was commenting on another’s behaviour. 

 

Which one is it? It cannot be referring to making judgements about right and wrong. The Bible is full of 

instructions from God about what is right and wrong.  

 

And so these verses are talking about the attitude of our hearts. We are not to be judgemental in our 

attitude of others.  

 

This is our instinct, isn’t it? We see the problems in others and we are quick to condemn their behaviour.  

 

It may be what they are doing or what they are not doing.  



It results in a lack of patience and a harshness.  

 

One of the beautiful descriptions of Jesus’ ministry is that “a bruised read he will not break, and a 

smouldering wick he will not snuff out.” Matthew 12:20 

 

How can we cultivate this tenderness in us? Look at verse 3. Read verses 3-5. 

 

Did you notice that three times the word brother is used? So this is talking about relationships within a 

church. Sinful actions and attitudes are still a feature of Christian community life.  

 

What’s the priority? Not to sort other people out but to make sure we analyse our own sin.  

 

This is essential so that a generous and gracious attitude towards others is worked within us by God’s 

Spirit. This way of life keeps us relying on grace ourselves and so therefore forms within us a gracious 

attitude towards others. 

 

Jesus gets his point across in a very funny way. Trying to take a speck of sawdust out of a brother’s eye 

when all the time you have a huge plank of wood protruding from yours. You can’t do it properly. 

 

How would you feel if you went to see a surgeon for a pre-opt and walked in to discover him and his guide 

dog? 

 

We need to see in order to help others! 

 

What next? Once the plank has been taken out we will be ready to help our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

 We can see properly.  

 We will feel properly. 

 

Be tender! 

 

Second, Jesus says to his followers, be wise (Vs 6) 

 

Look at verse 6. Read verse 6.  

 

Christians are to be salt and light. We are to be a community where the great news of Jesus is lived out 

and spoken out to the world around us. We have good news to share. We want to share it with as many 

people as we possibly can. However, there are sometimes when we will need to actively stop sharing the 

gospel with some people. I think this is what Jesus is referring to in verse 6.  

 

Jesus talks about throwing pearls to pigs and what is sacred to dogs. 

 

Later in Matthew 13 Jesus refers to the great news of him as the promised King as a priceless pearl. This 

is the message of the gospel. 

 

The dogs in question are not cute pets but dangerous prowlers. The pigs in question are similar. So don’t 

think Peppa Pig. Think of a wild boar that could do you damage. This is a way of describing a person who 

is particularly hostile to the gospel in some way. 

 

The point of this verse is that on some occasions Christians are to stop holding out the gospel to some 

people at some points. 

 

This is a rare decision but not an impossible decision. 

  

John Stott, “This teaching of Jesus is for exceptional situations only; our normal Christian duty is to be 

patient and persevere with others, as God has patiently persevered with us.” 



  

Don Carson, “Over the years I have gradually come to the place where I refuse to attempt to explain 

Christianity and introduce Christ to the person who just wants to mock and argue and ridicule. It 

accomplishes nothing good, and there are so many other opportunities where time and energy can be 

invested more profitably.” 

 

There might be some who love to argue and ridicule and who show no signs of listening at the moment. In 

that case, we may stop making time to share the gospel with them. God may change their hearts at some 

point. But it would be foolish to keep on spending time with them with their current attitude. 

  

Acts 13:44-46, “On the next Sabbath almost the whole city [of Pisidian Antioch] gathered to hear the word 

of the Lord.  45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against 

what Paul was saying.” Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God 

to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the 

Gentiles.” 

  

Acts 18:5-6, “When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 

preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.  6 But when the Jews opposed Paul and 

became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I 

am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 

 

We are not to be judgemental but we are to be wise. We are to be discerning. 

 

We need the help of the Holy Spirit! 

 

This will help our relationships with others. 

 

Third, Jesus says to his followers, be generous (Vs 7-12) 

 

Look at verse 7. Read verses 7-8. 

 

What do we notice? God wants us to pray. Ask. Seek. Knock. The promise? Given to you. Find. Open. 

 

Does God answer prayer? Yes, always for our best. 

 

This is the point of verses 9-11. Read verses 9-11. 

 

God is amazingly generous and kind to us. 

 

What impact should this have on us? Look at verse 12. Read verse 12.  

 

How you been on the receiving end of generosity? When we recognise how wonderful God is to us it 

changes us and helps us to love people in generous ways. 

 

In Conclusion 

 

Friends, don’t run away from people. We have been made by God to belong to a loving and purposeful 

community. This is the church of Jesus. Come to Jesus. And embrace his people.  

 

Not every runs in the community at the same speed. That’s okay. We are people of grace. But do know that 

Jesus will never ask us to do something that is ultimately bad for us.  

 

However, as we interact with people this side of heaven, we need to realise that there will be times of 

turbulence, both inside and outside the church.  

 

So with the help of the Holy Spirit let us be tender, be wise and be generous. Let’s pray. 


