
The blood of the lamb 

Exodus 12:1-30 

 

How do you like to celebrate your birthday? If you had the choice and 

you didn’t have any limitations, what would you arrange for your yourself?  

 

You might be a party person. Lots of food and lots of friends. Maybe a trip 

to Mini Monsters or the cinema or a big meal out at your favourite 

restaurant. And of course you’d expect lots of presents as well. 

 

You might be a private person. Because of this maybe you like things all a 

bit lower key. You definitely want the presents but maybe not as many 

people and everything done in your house. 

 

Whether we are party people or private people I think there is something 

we all have in common. We want our birthday remembered.  

 

How would you feel if nobody remembered your birthday in any way? 

Of course you’d feel very sad. And you would have a right to.  

 

Because we know instinctively that important events that have happened in 

the past should be remembered in the present.  

 

Sometimes these events are simply personal to us or to our close family. 

But sometimes the event is something national or even international. 

 

This morning I want to show us one of the most significant and 

spectacular events that we read about in the whole of the Old Testament, 

that is the part of the Bible written before the birth of Jesus. 

 

It’s called the Passover and we find it in Exodus chapter 12. 

 

I’ve got two big questions for us this morning.  

 

 What happened at Passover?  

 What does the Passover teach us about Jesus?  

 

 

First, what happened at Passover?  

 

Look at verse 12. Read verses 12-13. 

 

The story so far is that God’s people are being held as slaves in the mighty 

nation of Egypt. People disagree about the exact date but we’re talking 

about something between 1270 and 1450 BC. So that’s either 1270 years 

or 1450 years before the birth of Jesus.  

 

Many of you will have seen the Horrible Histories programmes.  

 

This was a horrible part of the history of God’s people. They were held 

captive and were mistreated by their Egyptian masters. 

 

But here’s the good news. God had promised to liberate them. God was 

going was going to intervene with his mighty power and save them from 

these horrible conditions.  

 

And he did this through an event that is known as the Passover.  

 

I wonder if you noticed those two related phrases in verses 12 and 13. 

 

In verse 12, God says he will pass through. And in verse 13, he says he 

will pass over. 

 

These are the two crucial phrases if we want to understand Passover. 

 

Let’s start with pass through. 

 

On this night, God promised to pass through the nation of Egypt in 

judgement. His judgement was to bring death on all the firstborn sons in 

each family. 

 

We have a weird relationship with death. We accept it. We are scared of it. 

 

The Bible says in Romans 6:23, “The wages of sin is death.” 

 

God was bringing death to Egypt as a punishment for their sin. 



Sometimes we can be a bit uncomfortable about God’ judgment. We don’t 

need to be. 

 

There is a desire in every human heart for justice. Whether something 

happens at school or in society. We know it’s right that wrong is punished 

appropriately.  

 

The key for us to trust that God always gets the punishment right. That his 

justice is perfect. That the punishment always fits the crime. 

 

In Exodus 12, the punishment God brings is to pass through the nation of 

Egypt and bring death to all the first born children. 

 

However, this is not the end of the story. Because remember our second 

phrase. On this night, what else did God do? He passed over certain 

houses. And when he did this the people in the house were spared. 

 

The crucial question is, why? Why did the Lord pass over certain 

houses? 

 

Many people assume that the reason must be because these houses 

were better than others. I don’t mean because they were more up market 

than the others or more stylishly decorated but because the people inside 

were somehow good people. This seems to be the default human 

assumption for why God accepts people into heaven. Surely it’s about 

being relatively good. Passing a certain standard. Impressing God with our 

moral performance. 

 

But what does verse 13 say. Read verse 13. 

 

It’s got nothing to do with their behaviour. It’s all about the blood. When 

God sees the blood he will pass over the house. 

 

To understand the importance of the blood, we’ve got to go back to the 

beginning of this chapter and see what God had told his people to do 

ahead of this evening. 

 

 

Are you ready? Let me point out four things God told his people to do. 

 

First, they have to choose a lamb.  

 

Look at verse 3. Read verses 3 and 4.  

 

They had to choose a lamb that will be enough for all the people in the 

family.  

 

Second, the lamb is to be perfect.  

 

Look at verse 5. Read verse 5. 

 

Third, the lamb is to be killed. 

 

Look at verse 6. Read verse 6. 

 

It wasn’t enough for the door to have a red marker on it.  

 

They couldn’t just go into the kid’s arts and crafts box and find some red 

paint.  

 

No, it had to be red blood. Why? Because a death was required. 

 

The body count was the same in every household. The only question is, 

was it a boy or a lamb? 

 

Fourth, the blood has to be applied on the door posts 

 

Look at verse 7. Read verse 7.  

 

Not automatic. The blood had to be applied on the door posts. 

 

Can you imagine the conversation in the household if dad had forgotten to 

paint the blood? 

 

The result of all this was that when God passed through in judgement 

he would pass over.  



This event was so important for God’s people that they were given precise 

instructions to celebrate every year. You read more about these in the rest 

of Exodus chapter 12. But for now let me show us how the first Passover 

connects with Jesus.  

 

Second, what does the Passover teach us about Jesus?  

 

Let me point out two crucial references in the New Testament that connect 

Jesus with the Passover Lamb. 

 

 John 1:29, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.” 
 

 1 Corinthians 5:7, “Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.” 
 

We are supposed to look back at what happened in Exodus chapter 12 

and learn some wonderful things about Jesus. 

 

What can we learn? Let me point out three things.  

 

First, Jesus had to die for our salvation  

 

We are not good people on the road to heaven. But sinners who need a 

Saviour. 

 

Hebrews 9:22, “…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” 

 

Jesus died as our substitute.  

 

We see this principle in Exodus with a lamb. But it’s not ultimately 

satisfying. How can a lamb die for a person? Then we arrive in the New 

Testament and see the true death is not a lamb but the Son of God in 

human flesh dying for the sinners he loves. 

 

Second, Jesus’ blood needs to be applied 

 

Jesus had died. But we need to make it personal. 

 

What will happen to us on the final day of judgement? Will the Lord 

pass over us or pass through us?  

 

We need to apply the blood. Our time of decision is now. Make sure we 

act whilst we have the chance. 

 

Third, we are saved by Jesus’ blood not by our amount of faith  

 

Travelling on a plane. Are you a nervous flier? What gets you to your 

destination> Not your amount of faith by the plane.  

 

What about getting to heaven? What gets us there?  

 

Imagine two Israelite dads talking as they prepare to turn in for the night of 

the Passover. "How are you?" "Well look actually I'm worried about this 

plague. I love my boy, I can't bear the thought of my son being taken, it 

would break his mother's heart." "So, have you done as Moses told us to?" 

"Yes, I've put the blood of the lamb on the door frame – we bought a lamb 

without blemish, slaughtered it, roasted it and ate it together. But I'm not 

sure what difference that'll make." "Well look Moses said that the blood on 

the doorpost is a guarantee that the Lord will pass over our house, that the 

lamb's death and blood would act as a substitute, averting God's anger. I'm 

going to rest easy in my bed because I'm trusting in the death of the lamb." 

"Oh, I wish I had your size of faith. I'm just not as confident as you." 

 

What happens the next morning? Whose firstborn son is rescued? Answer 

– both. They'd both obeyed the Lord's command. They both put their 

household under the blood of the Lamb. It wasn't dependent on how much 

they believed and trusted the Lord but that they believed and trusted. It 

wasn't dependent on how much faith they had but on the death of the lamb. 

 

Do you feel you have a weak faith? A faith that is not as strong as other 

people in the church? Well, your salvation is not dependent on the strength 

of your faith but on the fact that you're relying on Jesus' death alone to deal 

with your sin and so rescue you. Are you trusting in the death of the lamb 

of God to deal with God's judgement? If so, he will pass over you on 

judgement day. There's room in heaven for all genuine believers, weak or 

strong. Let’s pray. 


