
Sacrifice your one and only son 

Genesis 22:1-19 

 

Most of us are not big fans of being tested.  

 

You may be one of the rare exceptions who gets very excited at the 

prospect of sitting an exam. The news comes in that a test is imminent and 

you leap for joy. 

 

However, most of us have a very different response. A test? Oh no. Our 

anxiety levels go through the roof and we feel the sickness in our 

stomachs. 

 

But here’s the thing. Tests are not a bad thing. We may not like them but 

they are good for us. And that’s because they reveal something about 

us.  

 

It may be that a particular test reveals whether we know something or 

whether we can do something or whether we trust someone. 

 

For example:  

 

It could be a test at school. Or maybe an exam for the instrument that 

you love. Or a professional qualification in your employment.  

 

We may not like being tested but it’s good for us and for other people.  

 

It reassures us that we do know what we are talking about or that we have 

the skills we say we have. That’s really good for us. And not just for us. It’s 

really good for other people to know that they can depend on us. 

 

This morning I want to show us one of the biggest tests that was ever 

given in the whole of the Bible.  

 

I know this is a big claim but it’s true. We find the test in Genesis chapter 

22 where a man called Abraham is asked by God to do something 

incredibly difficult. He is asked to sacrifice his own son.  

 

There are two things I want to show us from Genesis 22. I want to show 

us that… 

 

 Abraham passes the test (Vs 1-12) 

 Jesus is revealed by the test (Vs 13-19) 

 

First then, let me show us that Abraham passes the test (Vs 1-12) 

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 and 2. 

 

Let’s slow down and feel the emotional impact of these words. They 

would certainly break the heart of any father. To have your child taken from 

you is devastating. But to be the one who takes their life is surely 

unthinkable. 

 

However, this is what God was asking Abraham. To kill Isaac, the child that 

God had made wonderful promises about. That through this one a family 

would grow and multiple over the years that would ultimately bring God’s 

blessing to the whole world. 

 

And God said to Abraham. Yes, I mean this one. Take him and kill him. 

 

I don’t know how you would respond in this situation. Maybe we’d just be 

very confused. Or maybe we’d want to ask God lots of questions. Or…I 

don’t know. Choose your response.   

 

But look at what Abraham does in verse 3. Read verse 3. 

 

What does he do? In short, he decides to do what God says. He decides 

to trust and obey. He knows that God is good and that therefore that God 

always has good plans. And so even if he doesn’t know all the details, he 

trusts that God does. 

 

Let me point out four things about Abraham’s obedience.  

 

First, it was immediate. He did it straight away, without any delay.  

 

God tells him to do it and early next morning he gets up and does it. 



Henry Law was 19th century minister in the Church of England and this is 

what he said about what Abraham does here: “Let this example teach, that 

prompt obedience is the surest wisdom. God loudly addresses you in your 

Bible…Rise up early and obey…To linger is to court ruin. Delay is the 

craftiest net of Satan. It is the terrible pitfall, out of which there are rare 

escapes. Many in torment will forever rue the miserable hesitation, which 

ended in their miserable end. They tarried, but death tarried not. They 

paused, and the voice of mercy ceased. Commands unheeded are the 

common and rapid road to hell.” 

 

Are you not yet a Christian? Then obey the call of Jesus to put your trust 

in him. Find the sweetest life that is only found in Jesus. 

 

Are you a Christian? Think about the Lord’s Prayer. We say, “Your will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  

 

How is God’s will done in heaven? Quickly, fully and joyfully. 

 

Here is an example of quick obedience. Let us pray for the strength to the 

same. 

 

Second, it was lasting. 

 

Look at verse 4. Read verse 4. 

 

Three days of travelling. Three days to consider and ponder what he was 

being asked to do. Three days to keep on going. 

 

It is much easier to run a short race than a long race. 

 

I remember getting lapped on a cross country race when I was at school in 

Scotland  

 

The Christian life is not a sprint, it’s a marathon. Let’s pray for the 

strength to keep on going. We can’t do this on our own. We need God to 

help us! 

 

Remember one of the big motivations behind this long lasting obedience. 

Trust and obey, trust and obey because they’re no other way to be happy 

in Jesus but to trust and obey. 

 

Third, it was hopeful. 

 

Look at verse 5. Read verse 5.  

 

Notice what Abraham says to his servants. We will worship and then we 

will come back to you. 

  

Hebrews 11:17-19, “By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac 

as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his 

one and only son, even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac 

that your offspring will be reckoned.” Abraham reasoned that God could 

raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from 

death.” 

 

As we obey, we hope. We keep on trusting that God is good and that he 

has good plans to prosper his people. Ultimately, this means taking us to 

heaven and in the meantime making us more like Jesus. 

 

Fourth, it was accompanied  

 

What I mean is that Abraham was not the only one trusting in God on this 

journey. His son Isaac also has faith in God. Look at what we’re told in 

verse 6. Read verses 6 and 7. 

 

What a heart wrenching question! To which Abraham responds verse 8. 

Read verse 8.  

 

We’re told that they go on together.  

 

Do you share the same faith as your parents? It needs to be personal.  

 

 

 



What happened when they both arrived at the mountain? Something very 

dramatic.  

 

Listen to verse 9. Read verses 9 to 12. 

 

Here we are presented with the purpose of Abraham’s dramatic test.  

 

God knows that Abraham fears him. That his faith is genuine. That it’s real.  

 

God knows this anyway but now he can reassure Abraham because he 

has seen him live it out. Which is a great encouragement for Abraham, to 

know that he is the genuine article.  

 

Have you ever done one of these taste tests to see what is the genuine 

drink? Which is the branded drink and which is the cheap alternative? You 

can’t just look. You need to taste. 

 

How do we know if we have genuine faith? God has a taste test. He 

normally sends a difficult trial to show us that we don’t simply have a fair 

weather faith. 

 

1 Peter 1:3-7. “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can 

never perish, spoil or fade — kept in heaven for you, who through faith are 

shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to 

be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a 

little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have 

come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which perishes even 

though refined by fire — may be proved genuine and may result in praise, 

glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. “ 

 

Henry Law, “Faith untried, unprobed, unproved, is faith uncertain. The 

quality of the metal is ascertained, by what it can … bear. The courage of 

the soldier is evidenced in the field.” 

 

For a Christian, faith in Christ is proven in the fire of suffering. 

 

Second, let me show us how Jesus is revealed by the test (Vs 13-19) 

Look at verse 13. Read verses 13 and 14. 

 

It is certainly true that God provides for the immediate sacrifice that 

Abraham was going to carry out. But these verses point us to a better and 

a greater sacrifice. They point us to Jesus.  

 

How do we get to Jesus? By answering two questions. 

 

 What is God going to provide? 

 Where is he going to provide it? 

 

What is God going to provide? The ultimate burnt offering who will 

remove the problem of sin once and for all. It is necessary. Abraham’s 

needed it. Isaac needed it. I need it. You need it. And back in Genesis 22, 

we’re told that at some point in human history the LORD will provide. 

 

Where is God going to provide it? On a particular mountain called Mount 

Moriah. Where is Mount Moriah? One other mention of Moriah in the Bible. 

2 Chronicles 3:1, “Then Solomon began to build the temple of the LORD 

in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah.” Mount Moriah is Jerusalem!  

 

Do you see how Jesus is revealed in this story? At the heart of the 

story is the hope of God’s future provision for human sin. And this is what 

happens thousands of years later. When we meet another Father and 

another Son, whom he loves, who is taken to a mountain to be sacrificed 

as a burnt offering for human sin. And who, like Isaac, carries his own 

wood, his own cross to the place of his death.  

 

And yet the story of Jesus ends very differently. For Isaac, there is a 

substitute at the very last minute. He doesn’t have to die. But Jesus, he 

does. You might ask, why is there no substitute for Jesus? Because he 

is the substitute for us. The one who dies in our place to save us from the 

judgement we deserve.  

 

So friends in this time of great stress, let us either start or continue to 

trust in the God who is good. And let us know that he is good because he 

has sacrificed his one and only Son for us. Let’s pray. 


