
Life Before Death 

John 10:1-21 

 

What would you say to someone who said they were interested in following 

Jesus but wanted to enjoy their life first and then, and only then, decide to 

become a Christian just before they died? 

 

For many years my instinct has been to talk to them about how dangerous 

such a plan is. I’d say things like, how do you know when your end will be? 

And how do you know you’ll be in a fit state to turn to Christ at the 11th 

hour?  

 

These are good questions. However, there is a big problem with this way 

of responding. The big problem is that we subtly buy into the belief that the 

way of pleasure, satisfaction and joy is to keep Jesus at a distance. The 

result is that we end up colluding with the false belief that worshipping 

Jesus now is actually a bad thing for our enjoyment of life. 

 

I want to show us this morning that such a view is complete nonsense. 

 

My prayer is that as we gaze at the Jesus we meet in John chapter 10 

that we will see that Jesus doesn’t simply offer life after death, he also 

offers life before death. 

 

Or if I can put it like this, Christians do need a message of hope that can be 

spoken at the bedside of the dying. If we have nothing to say to a dying 

person than, “I hope you had some fun and made some memories” then 

our philosophy is bankrupt.  

 

However, we must also be convinced that Christians have something 

wonderful to say at the bedside of the living. 

 

Let me show you this from John chapter 10.  

 

There are three things I want to show us about Jesus that will help us to 

understand what he has to offer to people today. I want to show us that he 

is: 

 

 The Promised Saviour (Vs 1-6) 

 The Generous Saviour (Vs 7-10) 

 The Sacrificial Saviour (Vs 11-18) 

 

First, Jesus is the Promised Saviour (Vs 1-6) 

 

Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 and 2. 

 

The background to Jesus’ words in John chapter 10 are the promises in 

the Old Testament about a future ruler who would be sent to rescue God’s 

people from destructive leaders. 

 

One of the places in the Old Testament where this is spelt out very clearly 

is in the passage we had read from Ezekiel chapter 34. 

 

This is a such a vivid passage that displays both God’s passion for his 

people and his determination that they will not be abused by leaders who 

take advantage of them by not teaching them from God’s Word and not 

tenderly caring for their needs. 

 

What does God promise? Ezekiel 34:11-12, God says, “Behold, I, I 

myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. As a shepherd 

seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, 

so I will seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where 

they have been scattered.” 

 

Do you see what has happened? The script has been written ahead of 

time. Who walks onto the stage? Jesus of Nazareth.  

 

If you have made the connection between Ezekiel 34 and John 10 then 

you will see that we have just been told something fundamental about the 

identity of Jesus Christ.  

 

Who are we expecting in the Old Testament? The LORD himself. Who 

turns up? Jesus. This is not a disappointment! This is a reason for awe 

inspiring worship of Jesus. Because this shows us that Jesus is the divine 

shepherd who has come to gather his sheep.  

 



Or using the language of verses 1-2, Jesus has come through the 

authorised door of Old Testament prediction, that is he has come 

according to God’s promised plan, and has now entered into the pen of 

Israel in order to gather his true sheep around him. 

 

There is a constant longing in the human heart for good leadership. We 

feel disappointed and let down by countless leaders who never make the 

grade. Well, friends be encouraged! Jesus is the shepherd that we need.  

Because he designed us and knows us better than we know ourselves, he 

has the divine wisdom required to ensure that we make the best choices. 

So let’s trust that his ways are good for us and that they are the way to 

experience life before death. 

 

Did you notice how Jesus gathers his sheep in verse 3? Listen to this. 

Read verses 3-5. 

 

It’s all about his voice. 

 

A British shepherd would be on his quad bike and send in the sheep dogs 

and round them up. But not a shepherd in Jesus’ day. They would 

approach the mixed pen of sheep and call them out. They would respond 

to the voice they knew. 

 

Two things to point out. 

 

 They are his sheep before they hear his voice 

 

 They listen to his voice because they are his sheep 

 

Please be encouraged by this! 

 

Release the Word of God as widely as you can with the conviction that 

God’s sheep will respond.  

 

We may be locked down but God’s word doesn’t need to be locked up. 

Let’s release it. 

 

God has his sheep in Scarborough. They will respond to the voice of the 

shepherd. We broadcast his voice as we speak and share his Word. 

 

We do a range of outreach events as part of the life of our church in 

Scarborough. All of them have some form of gospel message. Why? 

Because of this conviction that the sheep will respond to the voice of the 

shepherd.  

 

Let’s have the come and see mentality whilst everything is online. 

 

 

Second, Jesus is the Generous Saviour (Vs 7-10) 

 

Look at verse 7. Read verses 7-10. 

 

Your brain will explode with confusion if you try and work out how Jesus 

can be the shepherd and the door at the same time in the same picture. 

But that’s not what we’re supposed to do. In verses 1-6 Jesus is the 

shepherd. But in verses 7-10, he changes the picture slightly to make a 

different point. This time he is the door for the sheep.  

 

The point he is making is that as the door he is the unique way for his 

sheep to find two things, safety and satisfaction.  

 

In this life and in eternity, we need both. We need protection from the 

wrath of God and we need the good pasture of knowing God.  

 

In this life. Not just existence but true living. The difference between bios 

and zoe. Jesus offers us true life before death. 

 

What do we say to the person who know enough about Jesus but still 

wants to put off coming to him in faith? Why would you do this? That’s 

ridiculous! Yes, following Jesus involves more hardship as we stand up for 

his ways. And followers of Christ are not immune from all the physical 

effects of a broken world. But let us be assured that the followers of Jesus 

are not missing out life. It is the very reverse! It is the non-Christian world 

that is settling for far too little.  

 



Let me highlight two aspects of Jesus’ offer. 

 

First, it is unique  

 

Please notice that Jesus says he is the door not just a door.  

 

It’s not like going to a stadium for a sports match or a concert. In these 

examples, it doesn’t really matter which entrance you go through. We all 

get to the same place at the end of the day. 

 

This is not the case with God. There is only one way to find safety and 

satisfaction, and this is by putting our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Second, it is generous 

 

Listen again to what Jesus says in verse 10. “I came that they may have 

life, and have it abundantly.” 

 

Is this your image of Jesus? It needs to be. He is not a tight fisted 

Scotsman who keeps his money in a Yorkshire bank. He is our generous 

Saviour! 

 

Third, Jesus is the Sacrificial Saviour (Vs 11-18) 

 

This is the focus of this section. 

 

I want to point out three things about his sacrificial death. 

 

 It is purposeful (Vs 11-13) 

 

 It is global (Vs 14-16) 

 

 It is planned (Vs 17-18) 

 

First, it is purposeful (Vs 11-13) 

 

Look at verse 11. Read verses 11-13. 

 

The shepherd lays down his life for his sheep who are in danger.  

 

Death in itself doesn’t demonstrate love. 

 

Vicky and I walking down the street. My death alone doesn’t demonstrate 

love. Death to save another does. 

 

Jesus’ death demonstrates his love because it rescues us from eternal 

danger. He dies so that we may live.  

 

Second, it is global (Vs 14-16) 

 

Or more accurately, it has global implications. 

 

Look at verse 14. Read verses 14 to 16.  

 

These verses tell us that Jesus will be an international shepherd with 

one flock. 

 

He has already come to the Jewish pen. But his voice will also go out to the 

Gentile pen, and those who are his will respond to the words they hear. 

 

How will they be saved? Because the shepherd will lay down his life for 

them. 

 

Let this sink in and pray that the truth will lead your heart to worship 

Jesus. 

 

We’re talking about how the death of one man will have global implications. 

How can this be? Remember who Jesus is. He is the divine shepherd 

come to die for his people. So when he dies he pays an infinite price. 

Which enables a global people to be rescued for life. 

 

 

Third, it is planned (Vs 17-18) 

 

Look at verse 17. Read verses 17-18. 

 



Please do not think that Jesus is a powerless pawn in some unfolding 

game of human chess. No, he is the divine king who controls all the pieces 

on the board. 

 

Sinful humans are held accountable for their wicked actions but all they did 

was according to the plan of God, written before the creation of the world.  

 

In Conclusion 

 

Not yet a follower of Jesus? Don’t miss out on life, either life before death 

or life after death 

 

A follower of Jesus? Don’t fear that you are missing out on life. We’re not. 

Jesus is all we need and he is all there is.  

 

Let’s pray. 

 


