
Daniel 3:1-30 

Who can rescue us? 

 

The difference between the real deal and the fake/lesser can  

really important.  

As a child we didn’t drink real Coca Cola that much. However 

when we did it might be the cheaper Coke sold at the 

supermarket! 

Yet very occasionally, we would be allowed the real deal and 

when we were we knew about it!!!! It was obvious! 

Now that reality is Coca Cola is not life or death but knowing 

the difference between a piece of string and a climbing rope 

when you are climbing up a cliff is much more important. 

Even more importantly … 

As we look at Daniel 3 this morning we are going to see the 

Coca Cola, the real deal of life! What is the real deal when it 

comes priorities, purpose and praise. 

So firstly let’s see the fake deal and then compare it secondly 

with the real deal.  

The fake deal is … 

 

1. Man made god v1-15 

 

The design argument v1 … 

 

“King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty 

cubits high and six cubits wide,[a] and set it up on the 

plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.” 

 

King Nebuchadnezzar builds this huge statue! I want 

you to imagine it with me … 

 

27 meters high, just under 3 meters wide! This skinny 

odd looking statue is made from top to bottom in pure 

gold. You imagine been stood there seeing this thing. 

 

There is just one problem with this statue …… 

 

It is designed to be worship and yet it is manmade! 

It is fantastic but it is flawed as something to praise and 

prioritise 



 

It’s just like the things we often love the most.  

 

Children, think about your favourite toy. The thing you 

would be so annoyed about if you lost. You couldn’t 

imagine losing it.  

For the older people it might be our car, our holiday, 

our x box, our swanky house.  

 

Whether its people or things we have there is a strong 

temptation to make these things the object and focus 

of life and of our worship (or priorities, purpose and 

praise.) 

 

It might not feel as odd as worshipping a 27 meter 

golden statue but when we consider the true eternal 

creator who made everything it puts temporary created 

things into perspective.  

These things are to be enjoyed but not worshippe 

Picture this statue again though …. 

 

Notice it is pure Gold all the way through.  

 

In Daniel Chapter 2 the statue Nebuchadnezzer 

dreamed about had a head of Gold representing his 

Kingdom of Babylon.  

 

But this statue is gold all the way through representing 

what Neb thought was his Kingdom of all Kingdom’s. 

 

Here is the scary thing.  

 

Ultimately whilst Neb builds this statue and calls people 

to worship it who is actually in control?  

Himself! It’s a manmade religion ruled by King Neb. In 

some sense he’s made himself god.   

 

So how will he convince the people of his Kingdom to 

worship this image? 

 

The art of persuasion V2-3 … 

 

Babylon is now a diverse kingdom more like London 

than Scarborough even though we are blessed to be 

very diverse at Trinity.  

 

Read v2-3 



“He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, 

advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the 

other provincial officials to come to the dedication of 

the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, 

governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and 

all the other provincial officials assembled for the 

dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had 

set up, and they stood before it.” 

 

He starts with the leaders! Bringing the celebrities and 

the highflyers on board as an example.  

As if to say, if you want to make it as a star on TV or as 

a famous You tuber, you better bow down like the rest.  

 

People start thinking if it’s for the biggest, brightest and 

best and it must be for me, right?  

Children, we often want to wear clothes or do things 

our coolest friends do right? 

It’s the same here.  

There is a way to make something that seems 

ridiculous to one generation becomes normal for the 

next.  

 

But in case of any doubters King Neb has another 

weapon that his propaganda minister/herald 

announces.  

 

The weapon of fear v4-7 

 

There are 2 key ways you can convince people to do 

what you want them to do … 

 

Win their hearts or win their fear! 

 

So at school it’s better for your friend to join in because 

they love you rather than join in because otherwise you 

will punch them.  

 

The King will struggle to win everyone’s hearts so he 

has to use fear and threats.  

 

When his royal orchestra plays everyone must fall 

down in worship! However …. 

 

V6: “Whoever does not fall down and worship will 

immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 

 



Thankfully our government are not asking us to worship 

man made gods like Nebs.  

However in WW2 the Nazi’s did try to influence the 

German Protestant Church and change how they 

worshipped and who they worshipped. They wanted to 

control belief and behaviour 

Many people and Pastors refused because they 

prioritized God and so they were taken to terrible 

conditions in prison camps.   

 

We don’t have it as bad but there is still increasing fear 

for Christians in society.  

There is always pressure for Christians to cease to 

worship God and replace him with a god made in the 

image of man.  The “I like to think of God as …” kind of 

thing 

 

- A God who is not Holy and so does not hold people 

accountable for evil.  

- A God who is happy for people to pledge their 

allegiance to other gods! 

- A God who loves all things we love and hates all the 

things we hate.  

 

Of course this is not the God of the Bible and neither 

was Neb’s image.  

 

So what do people do? 

 

Some of them became …. 

 

Conscientious objectors. V8-15  

 

Neb’s threats to make people worship this golden 

image really worked!  

 

Some people told the King  ….. 

 

V12: “there are some Jews whom you have set over the 

affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your 

Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship the 

image of gold you have set up.” 

 

Remember who these 3 men are? Children maybe can 

you remember their names and write them on your 

sheet? (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego)? 



These are Daniels 3 mates, Jews who have been living 

in Babylon! God had blessed and protected them but 

now they are facing really serious consequences 

because they follow God and not Neb 

 

The Bible is very clear with Christians on the issue of 

obedience to authority.  

We should obey authority! Whether it’s your teacher at 

school, your boss at work or the police questioning 

whether your third shopping trip is legit? 

It is also clear that above all we should submit to the 

authority of Jesus.  

And in some circumstances this will mean, not just 

when you just wanted a particular day of work, Jesus 

authority will challenge other authorities meaning we 

have to follow him.  

Breaking the rules in some cases is the right thing to do.  

 

This can also include cultural rules. The pressure to 

conform to all kinds of pressure to believe or behave in 

ways contrary to Gods 

 

Yet a deep commitment to God means these 3 men 

were willing to lose respect, gain the label, the Bible 

basher, lose their job and even lose their life. 

 

Yet the temptation to cave in in would be strong .. 

 

They are hauled in front of King Neb.  

 

Hear what King Neb says 

V15: Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, 

lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall 

down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do 

not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing 

furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my 

hand?” 

 

 

We find out as we are introduced to the Human saving God.  

 

2. Human saving God v16 – 30 

 



Maybe some of our children have friends that think they are 

best at football or dancing but when it comes to it they aren’t 

as good as others? 

It’s not good been all talk is it.  

Growing up playing Rugby I learnt you can’t be all talk. It 

doesn’t matter how good you say you are if you can’t make 

the tackle.  

 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are in that place now were 

they can’t be all talk. They need to back it up with action.  

 

The God who can do it v17-20 

 

It doesn’t seem to start well in v17 – “If we are thrown into 

the blazing furnace” they say. 

“If” Surely that is not the way to start the defence. Not “if”s 

but pleading with the King – “please don’t kill us”! 

However they know the power of their God so for them this is 

not a case of is he powerful enough but is he willing? 

Listen to v18: “But even if he does not, we want you to know, 

Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the 

image of gold you have set up.” 

They are not doubting Gods power but they have the humility 

to not decide Gods plans for him.  

There are at least 2 lessons for us here … 

A. This is actually a modal for prayer. Its faith filled 

because it believes God certainly can do it!!!  

It’s also humble because it doesn’t demand that God 

does exactly what we want.  

B. It challenges us to consider what we value as most 

precious. What would we give up in order to keep our 

life? These men were willing to lose their life to keep 

their God.  

And so in the immediate it leads them towards the fire.  

It’s at this point in v19 that Nebs attitude changes (he surely 

doubted at first that these highflyers would be “stupid” 

enough.) 

The challenge that these men gave to Nebs key priority in life 

brought out the most violent anger.  



- If you show disrespect to a gang leader whose life is 

built on pride expect to face fury.  

- If you accidently scratch the car that is worshipped by 

its owner expect a disproportionate response.  

 

Worshipping the God of the Bible is a challenge to any 

worldview at some point.  

The incredible thing is that this is the world that God made 

and yet we worship any other than God. Yet just like the 

parent who shows forgiving love to unruly children, this God 

still steps down into this world, not with a stick but with grace.  

 

The God who comes down v21-27 

The furnace is heated 7 times hotter than normal, the soldiers 

preparing it are unprepared and fall to the intense heat! 

Yet what happens next would have caused doubt in the 

hardest sceptic.  

v24-25 “Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in 

amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men 

that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 

They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 

25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, 

unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the 

gods.” 

Who is this fourth figure? What is going on? 

Given what we see in the OT it may well be God the Son pre 

incarnate/ before he came to earth and took on human flesh 

permanently.  

Whatever … 

IT IS God to the rescue!!! 

It is hard for us to imagine this scene YET God comes to rescue 

and protect these 3 people from certain destruction! 

There are some incredible details we read here about this … 

Nebuchadnezzar calls them out of the fire and everyone 

crowds rounds 

V27 says: They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, 

nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not 

scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 

God could do it and God came down and did it!! 



For those skeptic’s among us…. Of course this kind of rescue is 

possible if God is real. They don’t happen every day but they 

happened at key points in the history of Gods people leading 

up to Jesus.   

Let me ask us though … 

What kind of salvation does Jesus offer us? 

We know he is powerful to save and we joyfully look back and 

see he was willing at the cross! 

But these details in v27 tell us: not a hair singed, not a robe 

scorched, not the faintest smell of smoke is a picture for us of 

the cross.  

Where Jesus died he died  not to take some sin, not to take 

the punishment for some evil thoughts, not just some bad 

attitude but he died for a life time of rebellion against God. He 

paid the price. No more debt to pay. Jesus pays the full ticket 

for the heavenly pass we all need. His salvation is full, finals 

and secure. Not even the smell of sin left. A truth for our days 

as we face uncertainty in life and death. Trust him! 

Because this is … 

The God who calls everyone to worship him v28-30 

The key difference between the 27 metre high god of Babylon 

and the God of Shadrach Meshach and Abaednego is obvious.  

One is dead and static 

The other is living and active.  

The 3 men knew this, their trust and this saving power of God 

impressed Neb at least for a moment.  V28 

 “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego” 

You see compromise to the worlds ways don’t make 

Christianity look cool and convincing but powerless.  

Faced with the evidence of the living and active God of the 

Bible Neb does the sensible thing.  

V29 

“I decree that the people of any nation or language who say 

anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into 

piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 

He hasn’t lost his violent edge sadly but he does recognise the 

real rescuing God as the one worthy of worship! The real deal, 

the Coca Cola of praise and life’s priorities and purpose. 



 

I wont cut you to pieces, my Bible won’t let me, nor do I want 

to but consider this, the God of the universe 2000 years ago 

and years after these events came down as the resucer, dying 

and rising from death he won a final salvation for us.  

Investigate the claims, read about it. Worship the God who is 

the real deal.  

 

-  


