
Daniel 5 
 
Greeting Trinity Church.  It’s an honor to get to share with you the Word of God.  How I would 
rather be in person doing this to greet you and get to know you all by name.  Your pastor Lee 
and Rob have become dear friends and what is so amazing about being in the church is that 
while we are different people in different contexts and in some cases different languages, 
nevertheless we are bound together as one family by the grace and love of God. 
 
On January 29th, the President the US declared a travel ban from both Europe and China to the 
US.  The sense it left us with was foreboding.  This meant something bad is happening.  The 
expansion of cases of COVID-19 in other countries left us all with this sense that “fate” was 
setting in and hard times were coming.  Keep in mind just a few weeks before, our country was 
riding the waves of prosperity, market dominance, and financial military expansion.  But 
something happened and everything was changed very quickly. 
 
Daniel 5 can be likened to a quick drastic world changing event.  In the blink of an eye two of 
the worlds ancient kingdom’s shifted.  From the Babylonian empire to the Persian Empire which 
at its zenith had a 1 million man army.  Daniel 5  contains one of very familiar phrases of 
history: The Handwriting is on the wall.  Your own Shaw and our own Beyonce (don’t see that 
coming did you?) have used this term in their art.  And famously, Rembrandt even painted a 
picture known as the Belshazzar’s Feast with the Aramaic words Mene, Men, Tekel, Parsin 
inscribed on the wall. 
 
While last week’s message from Lee helped us see a GREAT and POWERFUL king who was 
humbled and repented, Daniel chapter 5 will expose us to another King who would not repent 
and truly was humbled.  About 20 years ago I encountered this great passage from one of the 
psalms: “Some trust in horses, some in Chariots, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God” 
(NIV). 
 
Let’s pray that we may insight into this chapter for our knowledge of God and our lives today. 
 
The office of Prophet.   
 
Daniel was a prophet of God.  A prophet’s role is to help the people hear from God.  He speaks 
the Word of God and clarifies truth and error, justice and injustice.  There’s a whole section of 
the bible (the clean part of your bible with both Major Prophets like Daniel and minor Prophets 
like Amos or Obadiah.  While Daniel had been used mightily in previous generations, by this 
chapter (perhaps 20 years after Nebuchednazzar) he was not invited to a big party throw by the 
new King in power. 
 
Verse 1 - King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine 
with them.  I know how much is costs for me to take my family out to dinner.  There are 7 of us.  
But at this party Belshazzar threw the party of parties.  Imagine the food, the wine, the seats, 
the cost.  What a great celebration!  And Belshazzar was celebrating his power.  Historians tells 



us that possibly Babylon, the city, was 40 square miles in circumference.  This is the size of Paris 
today.  Also, they think that Babylon had enough storage of food resources plus its rivers (Tigris 
and Euphrates) to last 20 years.  Babylon was also a military powerhouse.  What party like it’s 
1999 or better yet 539 BC.  It makes me think again “some trust in horses and some in 
chariots”. 
 
In the summer of 2018 Lee and I were in Jerusalem for a Church conference.  And we were able 
to do some touring of Israel and this city.  It was life changing.  My wife, Angela Kaye, and I 
were able to go see some many great places.  Probably my favorite was the Garden of 
Gethsemane, but there were so many other places to name as well.  One night, we listened to 
one of the tour leaders who is a biblical scholar explain to us that this land of Israel was 
plentiful but not easy.  It was a land that provided but the people really had to trust God to 
provide.   
 
It’s very easy to forget God.  It is very easy to turn to horses and chariots.  To our resources, 
talents, and even social standing. 
 
Here’s why Daniel didn’t get invited to this party: Belshazzar rejected the God Most High.    
Listen to His Grandfather  

 

At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was 

restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. 

His dominion is an eternal dominion; 

    his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 

All the peoples of the earth 

    are regarded as nothing. 

He does as he pleases 

    with the powers of heaven 

    and the peoples of the earth. 

No one can hold back his hand 

    or say to him: “What have you done?” (Daniel 4.34-35). 

 

So, Belshazzar does what any autonomous self-trusting person would do, he defied God. 

 
While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver 
goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the 
king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them. 3 So they brought in 
the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his 
nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them. 4 As they drank the wine, they praised 
the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. 



 
Belshazzar was rejecting the God Most High.  The same God who miraculously humbled and 
even restore his Grandfather1.  This is the danger of wealth and power, “Some trust in horses 
and some in Chariots”.  I have found it to work this way, when my bank balance is low, I pray 
more.  When it is high, I pray less. 
 
So, Belshazzar rather than walking in the way of his grandfather, rejected God. 
 
Handwriting on the Wall 
 
While the party is happening, all the sudden handwriting appears on a wall.  A few weeks ago, 
during our Zoom meeting, we put our service guide on the screen, all the sudden writing 
started appearing.  And I couldn’t stop it.  We are saying prayers together.  And all of the 
sudden a smiley face appears.  Now, I assume is was a child or perhaps a grown child at heart.  
We have since turned off the annotations feature in Zoom.  But for a brief second, I had a 
moment of panic.  The same happened to Belshazzar.  In the midst of his party, handwriting.  
Let’s look again at the text: 
 
 Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the 

lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote.  His face turned pale and 

he was so frightened that his legs became weak and his knees were knocking.  The king 

summoned the enchanters, astrologers and diviners. Then he said to these wise men of 

Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing and tells me what it means will be clothed in purple and 

have a gold chain placed around his neck, and he will be made the third highest ruler in the 

kingdom.”  8 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or tell the 

king what it meant. 9 So King Belshazzar became even more terrified and his face grew more 

pale. His nobles were baffled. 

The great and mighty Belshazzar experienced fear.  Which leads me to believe this – most 
people never really believe they are invincible.  But their pride makes them mask invincibility.  
Have you encountered a really arrogant person only to discover later that they were a very 
insecure person?  Pride is a mask for weakness. 
 
So, Belshazzar promises fortune to anyone who can interpret the passage.  And now the 
prophet enters. 
 
Belshazzar’s own mother reminds him of Daniel, “There is a man in your kingdom who has the 
spirit of the holy gods in him. In the time of your father he was found to have insight and 
intelligence and wisdom like that of the gods. Your father, King Nebuchadnezzar, appointed him 
chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners.” 
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So, Belshazzar asks Daniel to come and ‘do his thing’.  He says, “If you can read this writing and 
tell me what it means, you will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around your 
neck, and you will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” 
 
But Daniel, so well aware of the things of God and the heart of man, says, “No thank you.  Keep 
your [horses and chariots].  But I will tell you the meaning. 
 
Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin 
 
If your own handwriting on the wall would come to you, what would it say?  We see 4 Aramaic 
words that have tremendous meaning.  What words could God say to you that would blow you 
away.  To be honest, I am not sure I would want it. 
 
But isn’t that in our nature? 
 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 

and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  8 If we 

claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Very few of us in general want the truth.  The whole truth.  So, help me God.2  One TED Talk I 

recently watched says that Americans (now be nice my cousins from the UK) tell 10 lies per day.  

Some are told to avoid conflict or prolonged conversation (e.g. How you are doing?  You have 

just had the worst week of your life.  You say, “Fab”.  We say “good” here in the states.  But 

some things we say we know are outright dishonest.   

Another passage tells us the condition of our hearts as well: 18 For, as I have often told you 
before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 
Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their 
shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his 
glorious body. 

In the blink of an eye four words appear Mene, Mene, Tekel, Parsin.  You might ask, why 

couldn’t anyone but Daniel understand.  Several reasons: it’s Aramaic terms, Hebrew/Aramaic 

writing does not have vowels, and in some cases ancient languages are squished together 
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without spaces.  But the point is that the people needed a prophet to tell them the meaning of 

the handwriting.  Three nouns of measurements but turned into verbs.   

First word Mene: To be measured or weighed. 

Belshazzar, you have been weighed (measured by God).  God looks not at the outward 
appearances of man (1 Samuel 16) but rather the heart.  He saw Belshazzar’s heart over his 
lifetime (not just this night).  And his heart rejected God.  The great apologist CS Lewis once 
said, “Heaven is this ever-increasing, further up, further into joy, into God, into life. Hell is 
the opposite of that. It’s an everlasting movement away from God.”  
 
To be weighed is to be judged.    God judged his grandfather as well.  God will judge all of 
us in the end.  Hebrews 9.27 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 
judgment.  We will all give an account for our life. 
 
Second word: Tekel.  To be found wanting.  It’s a currency term.  Like Pound, or Quid, or pence.  
I googled British currency and I am more confused than before: 
 
You have Gold Guinea, Gold Sovereign, Pound, Mark, Crown, Shilling, Sixpence, Three pence, 
Penny, Halfpence, and Farthing  
 
Oh my.  Let’s try this… a Sixpence is half of shilling.  A tekel is half of a shekel (biblical weight for 
currency).  The point is this, “Belshazzar, you will be torn in two”.  What you have or maybe 
even who you are will be split.   
 
The last word is Parsin.  This word refers to the Persians and the Medes.  For a time these two 
kingdoms worked together but eventually they became one Kingdom, the Kingdom of Persia.In 
Belshazzar’s area, you could say is was the crossroads of the world’s ancient kingdoms.  And the 
new star on the block was the Persians and the Medes.   
 
Let’s think again, Belshazzar hears very clearly… your time is over.  Rather than repent and listen 
to the God Most High, he probably was mocking Daniel by giving him honor and a gold necklace.  
While Daniel cared little for prestige, Belshazzar cared solely for these  Remember from earlier: 
the Gold and silver vessels.  Belshazzar had in mind the supremacy of the Babylonian "gods" over 
the God of the Israel and Judah. This mistake was his attempt to mock the Lord God.   
 
Preacher Ray Pritchard sums up the message of Daniel 5… 
(1) Babylon became great because of the sovereign blessing of God. 
(2) When they became great, their pride made them forget God. 
(3) When they forgot God, they began to take Him for granted. 
(4) When they took Him for granted, God judged them and they were no longer a great nation. 
 
Thoughts For Us 

 



Well how does this relate to me? 
 
First, God truly is sovereign over the affairs of humanity.  The most consistent thing among 
civilizations is that they don’t last.  History is full of one Kingdom after another.  On our 25 
anniversary my wife Angela Kaye and I spent a week in Rome.  All these great buildings we see 
in movies, were clumps of stone and dirt.   
 
Isaiah 40:6-8 
 
A voice says, “Cry!” 
    And I said,[c] “What shall I cry?” 
All flesh is grass, 
    and all its beauty[d] is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades 
    when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 
    surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 
This whole pandemic has in one sense reminded every nation how truly fragile and vulnerable 
we are as humans. 
 
Second,  yet… God is mindful of us.  You don’t have to be King or powerful person to know that 
God cares for you.  One of the endearing promises of the bible: God is with you and he keeps 
his promises.  He kept them for Daniel.  Daniel survived at a front and center seat two of the 
worlds most menacing and cruel Kingdom’s.  No matter what happens, God is with us through 
it. 
 
Third, see the immense influence that humility and repentance does for our hearts, our homes, 
our communities.  The great British writer wrote The Tale of Two Cities one of my favorite 
books.  Chapter 4 and 5 presents the Tale of Two Men.  One who repented and one who double 
down on himself. 
 
I have seen this truth at work.  God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.  Will you 
turn into humility?  Amen and God’s blessing to you. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40&version=ESV#fen-ESV-18427c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40&version=ESV#fen-ESV-18427d

