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The God who rescues from impossible situations 

Daniel 6:1-28 
 
The story is told of a young police officer who was scheduled to sit his 
final exams. He turned over his paper and found the following question. 
“You are on patrol in outer London when you hear a powerful explosion. 
A gas main in a nearby street has ruptured leaving a substantial hole in 
the foot path.  You notice a van which has overturned and decide to 
check for causalities. Inside the van there is a strong smell of alcohol 
from the two occupants, an injured man and woman. You recognise the 
woman as the wife of your divisional inspector, who is presently away on 
a police exchange in the USA. A passing motorist stops to offer 
assistance but as he gets closer you realise he is a man wanted for 
armed robbery. Suddenly a man runs from a nearby house shouting that 
his wife is expecting a baby and that the shock of the explosion has 
made the birth imminent. Another man is crying for help, having been 
blown into an adjacent canal by the explosion – and he cannot swim. 
Describe in a few words what action you would take.” So the officer 
thought for a moment, picked up his pen and wrote: “I would take off my 
uniform and mingle with the crowd.” 
 
I don’t know how you respond in a crisis but in Daniel chapter 6 we meet 
a God who is more than able to rescue people from situations that seem 
impossible to change. And because of this we are given fresh 
confidence to never give up regardless of what we have to face each 
day. 
 
To help us understand what is written in this section of the Bible I want 
to focus on four big points.  
 

 The person (Vs 1-5) 

 The plan (Vs 6-9) 

 The response (Vs 10-18) 

 The rescue (Vs 19-28) 
 
First of all, the person (Vs 1-5) 
 
Look at verse 1. Read verses 1-3.  
 
 

The first thing to notice is that Daniel is still there.  
 
So far we’ve met King Nebuchadnezzar, King Belshazzar and now King 
Darius, who is the king of a different empire. The Babylonians have 
gone. They have been removed from the stage of human history. The 
Persians are now in charge. But who’s still there? Daniel. God’s man 
remains in God’s place despite the rise and fall of the people around 
him. 
 
Here’s a quote I read a few weeks ago which I found helpful. It comes 
from a Scottish writer called Sinclair Ferguson who says, “A servant 
of God is immortal until his work has been completed.” We should 
ponder this for our encouragement! 
 
By this point Daniel is a man of senior years, probably in his 70s.  
Forget most of the colouring pictures you will see of Daniel in the lion’s 
den. They often present him as a young man in his 20s. However, by 
this point he is well past official retirement age. And yet what do we 
notice? He still makes an impression on those around him.  
 
Verse 3, Daniel so distinguished himself because of his exceptional 
qualities. This is not just about his giftedness, it’s about his godliness. 
Not just his competence but also his character. 
 
Isn’t this a wonderful testimony of God’s persevering grace? We often 
talk of the Christian life as a marathon, not a short sprint. But long race 
in the same direction as we strive to live for Christ and become like 
Jesus across our decades. And here is Daniel showing us that by God’s 
grace it is possible.  
 
Let me add that it’s not only possible, it’s also necessary for the good of 
the church and our witness to the world.  
 
For the good of the church. We need older models who will spur us on 
to godly living.  
 
For the good of the world. There is no retirement in the Christian life. 
Our lives are always on display. What an encouragement that I will 
always be useful for Jesus no matter how old or infirm I am.  
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It’s obvious as we read this chapter of the Bible that not everyone was 
pleased with Daniel’s recognition by King Darius.  
 
Listen to verse 4. Read verse 4. 
 
Jealously and power struggles are not a modern invention. They have 
always characterised human history.  
 
What we see here is the other politicians trying to dig up any dirt they 
can on Daniel. If they were alive today they would have checked his 
emails, his phone records, his expense forms and his browser history. 
Anything to bring down the golden boy from his high position.  
 
And yet they find nothing. There is no corruption in Daniel. He is a man 
of integrity. He is trustworthy, reliable and true. What a great example of 
what we should long to be as a follower of Jesus.  
 
However, these fellow politicians hate Daniel and so they don’t stop their 
efforts to get rid of him. They can’t find any evidence to disqualify him 
from his job so they decide to set a trap to lead him to his death. 
 
Verse 5. Read verse 5.  
 
They make a bee line for his religion.  
 
They are trying everything they can to make sure Daniel doesn’t walk in 
the halls of power any more.  
 
This is madness. Daniel is a real blessing to this pagan nation. He is a 
good person to have around. And yet despite all this there is a 
determined desire to get rid of him.  
 
Let’s remember this when we experience similar attitudes in our country. 
We are to be a blessing to our country. Our beliefs in the God of the 
Bible lead to behaviour which is for the good of the nation. But not 
everyone loves having Christians around. Some will want to keep 
Christian behaviour without Christian beliefs, which is impossible. Some 
will just want to get rid of Christians from public. Often it won’t make any 
sense to us. Surely we are doing good? Yes, that’s true but not 
everything makes reasonable sense in our mad world! 

Let me show you the plan to get rid of Daniel.  
 
Second, the plan (Vs 6-9) 
 
Look at verse 6. Read verses 6 to 9.  
 
This is a very clever plan.  
 

 It stroked the ego of this new king. 

 It was temporary. Only for 30 days.  
 
Of course what they said to the king was a lie. Not everyone had 
agreed. Daniel would not have been at their Board meeting when the 
voting happened. 
 
But they’re not worried about that. All the need is for the king to issue 
the decree in writing and the trap will be set. And that’s exactly what he 
does. 
 
How would Daniel respond? 
 
Third, the response (Vs 10-18) 
 
We’re told in verse 10. Read verse 10. 
 
The crucial phrase is just as he had done before.  
 
Daniel didn’t decide to do something new in order to make a point. No, 
he continued what he had always done.  
 
Three times a day he had set prayers. He went to the upstairs windows 
and got down on his knees to pray. Then he prayed towards Jerusalem 
He was an exile and this was a powerful way to remember God’s 
promises to bring his people home.  
 
How would you have advised Daniel in light of the Darius’ decree? 
It’s only 30 days, why not change your location? Downstairs maybe? 
Not by a window? And if you insist on sitting upstairs at that window, 
why not put a magazine on your lap to make it look like you’re just 
reading?  
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Daniel would have ignored all of this advice but he continued to do the 
same things. The question is why? 
 
Part of it is to do with the power of habits. Our behaviour is often 
driven not by our quick choices but by our deeper habits. If we want to 
see long lasting change then we need to get our grace-filled disciplines 
right.  
 
But it’s not just habits. This is a test of loyalty. You see those trying to 
trap Daniel know exactly what he normally does. If he stops now it will 
be a sign that he is wavering in his commitment to his God. That he 
would rather save his life than stay loyal to his God.  
 
The tests of our loyalty to the God of the Bible will come in different 
ways.  
 

 Sometimes from government.  

 Sometimes from radio. You can’t say Jesus is the only way to God 
or else you won’t get on.  

 Sometimes from family. We’ve arranged a get together on Sunday 
morning?  

 Sometimes from friends.  
 

o We’d love to stay the weekend. Will you to come to church? 
 

o You get an invitation to a birthday party at Mini Monzsters 
on a Sunday morning. Will you go? 

 
Let’s pray for the courage to stay loyal in the small decisions so we are 
ready for the big decisions.  
 
Not surprisingly the politicians who want Daniel dead are waiting at his 
window to catch him in the act. And as soon as they do they rush back 
to King Darius and spring their successful trap.  
 
According to verse 14, Darius is powerless to help. Listen to this. Read 
verse 14.  
 
What a picture for us to ponder! The most powerful man in the world 
is powerless to save Daniel from this impossible situation.  

Friends, how often do we spend hours and days and sometimes 
months in frantic and futile activity as we seek help from those who are 
powerless to change our situations? 
 
Maybe we are looking to ourselves. Maybe we are looking to a family 
member. Maybe we place all our confidence on a political leader. Who is 
it for you? 
 
We need to learn this lesson. No human being has the power to 
change our situations in the way we desire.  
 
At the end of the day, we all end up like King Darius in verse 14. Busy 
but helpless and full of anxiety. 
 
However, before you despair let me show you the one who can save us 
from impossible situations. Let’s look at the rescue of Daniel.  
 
Fourth, the rescue (Vs 19-28) 
 
Listen to verse 19. Read verses 19-22a.  
 
The king is absolutely delighted by Daniel’s rescue from the lion’s den 
and as a response he writes to all the citizens in his vast empire.  
 
Listen to this. Verse 26. Read verses 26 and 27. 
 
Do you see the big point that gets repeated? Daniel’s God is alive and 
he’s not distant. No, he is the God who rescues. He is the God who can 
save us from impossible situations.  
 
As I finish let me apply this truth in two ways.  
 
Our sin. Left to ourselves we are in an impossible situation. We are 
spiritually polluted and lack the perfection we need. But what do we 
know about God? He is the God who rescues and saves. Jesus has 
done what is impossible.  
 
Our struggles. What do you desire to change? Stop wasting time by 
looking to anyone else. Turn to Jesus and cry out to him to change you 
from the inside out. Let’s pray.  


