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Introduction 
1. Thanks Lee for sacrificing preaching on this glorious passage for me to 

attempt to preach it for the first time – Good to be ‘with’ the folk of 

Trinity Scarborough on Trinity Sunday – sorry not to be present in 

person and experience the wonderful hospitality of Tony and Liz – so 

many others – encouraged to hear the news from Trinity relayed 

through Lee and Rob in various ways. 

2. Prayer 

3. Not difficult to be anxious when looking out at the world today – 

believer in Christ or not – not difficult for me to scare us all without 

needing the aid of ‘fake news’ - as we think about the virus 

remorselessly spreading around the world, pushing health systems to 

limits and beyond, causing grief and bereavement without comfort of 

proximity, social distancing and lockdown which is yet to reveal its 

harvest of impacts – mental health problems – conflict – children 

growing without many interactions, exams missed – older people 

even more isolated – economies in meltdown, unemployment, real 

hardship & uncertainty – a Scarborough that desperately wants and 

needs tourist season but nervous of what that might bring with it – all 

this on top of racial and immigration tensions in US and across the 

world, sharply divided communities and politics, wars in Syria and 

Yemen, ructions in Hong Kong, locust plagues and famine in E Africa, 

global climate trends, malaria…. 

4. Then for Christians added issues of living in increasingly secularised 

and hostile societies, Islamist violence in Nigeria, Mozambique, 

restrictions on free speech or liberty in China or even this country – 

reminds us, as NT does, that Christians are ‘resident aliens’, 

‘sojourners’, ‘exiles’ in the world – temporary stopover/stay - as when 

we go and stay somewhere (not currently allowed!) – so in 1 Peter 

2:11 he says ‘Dear friends , I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to 

abstain from sinful desires…’ -   

‘11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth 

….12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded 

from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, 

without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you 

who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. … 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but 

fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household,.’ So 

we are as God’s people aliens whatever our context – our citizenship is in 

heaven where we belong with the Lord, whose we are. 

5. As you have been working your way through Daniel 1-6 you will 

have learned some things about living as aliens in a foreign land 

which is what Daniel and his three friends were doing – we live in a 

spiritual Babylon as Daniel lived in the physical one. 

6. Daniel 7 begins like earlier chapters by giving the context (1). We are 

in first year of Belshazzar – King-regent of Babylon under Nabonidus – 

Belshazzar is the king after Nebuchadnezzar who was slain by Darius 

the Mede in C5 after the writing on the wall interpretation – so gone 

backwards chronologically to the first year of that reign – Like Daniel 

2, Daniel 7 involves a dream, but this time it is Daniel’s own dream 

needing interpretation – Daniel has been in exile for more than forty 

years now but not yet the old man of the Lions’ den in Ch6. 

7. What was the dream? Not sure what your dreams are like or whether 

you even remember them when you wake up but this dream is 

described in different form to the narratives you have looked at in 1-6 

– called apocalyptic literature and you will see it frequently in 
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Revelation and elsewhere too – biblical apocalytptic literature 

‘communicates [its] message through the use of wild, scary, 

imaginative, bizarre and head-scratching imagery’ – we are not 

supposed to try to interpret all the details (in fact it can be dangerous 

to read too much into them) but to imagine the picture being 

described and let the words create an overall impression – so what 

was the dream? – in brief run-through he dreams of a number of 

different interwoven scenes like a play where one focuses on 

different things interspersed throughout:  

a. First Scene  - The Beasts interwoven throughout 4 great ones 

coming out of the sea 

i.  one like lion but with wings like eagle – has its wings 

torn off and then stands on two feet like human and 

has mind of a human given to it (3-4)  

ii. then one like a lopsided hungry bear – like the myth 

of the haggis which has 2 short legs on one side to 

enable it to contour on hills! – this bear is munching a 

barbecue and is told to get up and eat more flesh! (5) 

iii. Thirdly, one like a leopard but with four wings on its 

back so it is mobile and helped by four heads  ‘and 

was given authority to rule’ (6). 

iv. Fourthly, a beast which attracts our attention, more 

than the others – it is not like anything we know – 

just ‘terrifying and frightening and very powerful’ –

‘large iron teeth’ to crush and devour victims and 

then trample what was left ‘different from all the 

former beasts’ (7, 19 where the frightening 

description is repeated, and emphasised its 

difference in the interpretation (in 23, and 24) – apart 

from lack of comparison because different it had 10 

horns then loses three as a ‘little horn’ with human 

eyes and mouth emerges and speaks ‘boastfully’ – 

the is dramatic change of scene in 9-10 before we 

come back to the little horn which gets slain, 

destroyed and thrown into the fire (11) whilst the 

other beasts are stripped of their authority but 

allowed to live on for a while) – - then dramatic 

change of scene (13-14) -back to focus on the 

meaning with a helpful chap who just happened (16) 

to be ‘standing there’- (17) ‘four beasts are four kings 

that will rise from the earth’ (traditionally Babylonian, 

Medo-Persian and Greek Empires with the fourth 

sharing something of Roman empire but going 

beyond) – (19) focus back on the fourth beast and 

particularly on the imposing little horn which wages 

war (22) and then the explanation (23) which adds 

the detail that the fourth beast will devour the whole 

earth – 10 horns = 10 kings in this kingdom and an 

11th will subdue three of the earlier ones and make 

war and speak against the most high – will prevail as 

the ‘holy people will be delivered into his hands for a 

time, times and half a time’ (25) – then he gets 

judged and destroyed by the Most High.  

b. Second Scene – Heavens Throne room also interwoven - 

intentionally, dramatically different: 

i. First glimpse (9-10) – much more controlled and less 

jerky – Ancient of Days (not senile but great) on his 

throne – white divine clothing like Jesus in 

transfiguration of – white hair - fiery judgement – 

attended by great crowd – court in session and books 

are opened  
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ii. Second glimpse after (11-12) – destruction of beasts 

– (13-14) – one like a son of man (human) coming in 

clouds of heaven (signified deity in the Bible) calmly 

approaches the Ancient of Days (surprising because 

people warned not to in much (OT)- he is welcome in 

the presence of the Ancient of Days – and in 14 he is 

given all authority over everyone for ever and is 

worshipped. 

iii. Third glimpse. (26-27 back to the court room and the 

power and greatness of the earthly kingdoms is 

handed over to the holy people of the Most High. 

c. Third Scene – Response of Daniel both to the dream and its 

interpretation – (15) ‘troubled in spirit …and disturbed’ – (28) 

‘I, Daniel was deeply troubled by my thoughts, and my face 

turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself’ . 

Well, what are we to make of all this?  
8. We started with me pointing out that there are plenty of possible 

reasons to be anxious in the world we live in today – gave all the 

examples – even more reason as Christians – Daniel’s era was no 

different and it was no different for God’s people then. 

9. Struck by the contrasts as Daniel takes us from Beasts to Courtroom 

and back – 

a. the beasts emerge from the sea, traditionally a place of chaos 

and darkness – churned up by the four winds – then in 9 the 

throne room/courtroom is one of order, measured, 

deliberate and under control. 

b. The beasts and the humanity of the divine Son of Man – 

horror story and humanity with the only blurring being the 

little horn that has human features but otherwise he is 

beastly (!) but the Son of Man is welcome in the purity of the 

presence of the Ancient of Days. 

c. The beasts are temporary and are disposed of after a time, 

even the little horn who is the most monstrous and powerful 

of all is ‘slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the 

blazing fire’ – the kingdom of God is eternal and without end. 

d. The beasts scramble for authority which they seize and the 

little horn is most successful – in the presence of of the 

Ancient of Days all is calm and under control and he gives 

authority to the Son of Man and to the holy people. 

e. The beasts are condemned – the Son of Man and the holy 

people are vindicated. 

10. It doesn’t take the ‘brains of an archbishop’ to work out who the key 

characters are – Ancient of Days/Most High is God – Son of Man = 

Jesus’ favourite title and he was given all authority in heaven and on 

earth – Daniel and the holy people are God’s people – in NT times 

these are believers scattered throughout the world as resident 

aliens/sojourners. 

11. Three things to take away as we like Daniel and the People of God 

face times of turbulence etc: 

a. Things will get worse. ‘Tony Blair – Things can only get better 

in 1997 after the sleaze of the tory government – but they 

didn’t and they don’t – as Barbara Tuchman perceptively 

observed in her book on the American Revolution – 

‘Revolutions produce other men, not new men – end of the 

Cold War Euphoria – New World Order – Daniel may have 

hoped for a return from exile after many years in Babylon – 

and that was to happen but earth’s kingdoms rolled on and 

crushed and enslaved God’s people – Name many candidates 

but the trend is clear and seems to be downwards to the 

fourth beast and then the frightening little horn who wages 
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war on God’s people (NT knows this as the AntiChrist in 1 

John 2) or the Man of Lawlessness in 2 Thess 2 – the devil is 

powerful and active – things will probably get worse so be 

warned – don’t be surprised. 

b. Before things get better, but they will. There is clear hope 

for citizens of heaven – everything is always under control of 

the Most High – he destroys the beasts (11) he allows them 

to live for a time (12) but stripped of their authority by the 

Son of Man – ‘since the children have flesh and blood, he too 

shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break 

the power of him who holds the power of death – that is , the 

devil – and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 

by their fear of death’ (Hebrews 2:14-15) in union with Christ 

‘all the kingdoms under heaven will be handed over to the 

holy people of the Most High, his kingdom will be an 

everlasting kingdom and all ruler will worship and obey him’ 

(27). So don’t despair! 

c. Suffering is part of the plan for Christians now. There is no 

escaping (21) that ‘the horn was waging war against the holy 

people and defeating them’ and (25) ‘the holy people will be 

delivered into his (little horn’s) hands for a time, times and 

half a time’. God is in control but his people will suffer, just as 

the Lord Jesus suffered and was exalted – so will we – the 

servant is not greater than the master as Jesus said and he 

was made perfect by suffering. There are many professing 

Christians who believe the lie that Christians should not suffer 

– but have prosperity – indeed there is much joy in Christ – 

along with suffering – it is part of his way of making the 

Daniels and us more like his Son – So don’t be fooled!. 

Conclusion 
12. Plunged into a very different literature type as we have entered into 

Daniel 7 – this is ‘prohecy that seeks to enlighten and encourage a 

people despised and cast off by the world with a vision of the God 

who will come to impose his kingdom on the wreckage and rebellion 

of human history’ – many truths are the same as Daniel 1-6 but just 

portrayed vividly in images that capture our imagination. 

13. Seen:  

a. Things will get worse – not surprised 

b. Before they get better – not despairing. 

c. Suffering is part of God’s plan – so don’t be fooled! 

14. Prayer 


