
Daniel 8:1-27 

What is going to happen? 

 

Growing up in Hull, Hull Fair was something you had to visit 

every year! 

You need to imagine  a huge area filled with extreme rides 

that fling you in all directions at all kinds of speeds, bumper 

cars, lights, noise, people, then Walton Street!  

You have heard of streets paved with gold but what about a 

street paved in grease, the grease of the thousands of 

fish/Pattie and chips and burgers and hot dogs but as you slide 

along don’t let the grease put you off as your eyes land on the 

sights of sugary goodness and sweets in all directions, it’s all 

for you! 

How tempting!  

Yet as you walk through this fair of fun, this carnival of chaos, 

this den of delights there is something else there that draws 

people in, there is something else that many people are lured 

by.  

The opportunity to see into your future! 

Children – What do you think you might be when you grow 

up? Did you see the astronauts going to space recently? That 

could be you one day surely? (maybe your parents would love 

to send you to space for a week?) 

You see at Hull Fair as you walk down Walton street you will 

meet people in caravans who will claim to be able to tell you 

things about your past and your future. Your future!  

Let me tell you about another place! A place where peoples 

mysteries are solved, a place where lives get changed forever, 

a place where you can find the deepest joy ever, a place  that 

is real, reliable and relevant and the place where the future is 

revealed by the one who really knows it and planned it. The 

Bible! And through God who really knows 

In Daniel 8 we get a reality check of what the future is really 

like 

It is both harrowing and hopeful.  

We will get to see events predicted that are now in the past 

those events show us patterns and realities that impact our 

present and future.  

Our first we will see Daniels vision and then the second we will 

understand it with him. 



The future we can see! V1-14 

Picture of reality v1-2 

Read v1 

“In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had a 

vision, after the one that had already appeared to me.  

Daniel is given a vision! He is shown a vivid action movie in his 

mind of events to come.  

Before Jesus came God communicated to his people through 

prophets 

(Numbers 12:6) 

“When there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, reveal 

myself to them in visions, I speak to them in dreams.” 

This is great, you see … 

I could read on a bit of paper that the This orange is orange 

and ripe and that would be true.  

But ultimately I know the banana is yellow because of the full 

experience of touching it, seeing it and tasting it. In a vision 

Daniel was taken to almost see and touch these events for 

himself even if they came in the form of symbols.  

Some people might question the idea of a vision but as we 

shall see later, what is revealed to this prophet Daniel, like 

many others, is proven to be historically real.  

Firstly we see this vision is a … 

Picture of power v3-8 

Read v3-4 

“I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, 

standing beside the canal, and the horns were long. One of the 

horns was longer than the other but grew up later. 4 I watched 

the ram as it charged toward the west and the north and the 

south. No animal could stand against it, and none could rescue 

from its power. It did as it pleased and became great.” 

As this vison begins we are given what seems like an image of 

anarchy at the zoo with all these animals charging round! You 

can imagine the news “Animals have taken over at the 

National Persian Wildlife Par in Susa” 

Children - I wonder what you think is the most powerful 

animal in existence?  



These animals in this vision represent power! 

Look closely! 

V3 “there before me was a ram with two horns” 

Horns in the Bible are a picture of power!  

And you can see in v4 the destruction this ram caused and 

how it became GREAT 

In v5 we see the 1 horned Goat! 

It attacks the ram and wins and …. 

V8 It became VERY great! 

It’s Chaos at the National Persian Wildlife Park! 

But it’s Chaos that symbolizes the chaotic nature of the rise 

and fall of rulers and power in our world.  

Worldly power represented by the horns wants control!  

It is self-serving; it seeks only its own greatness. Worldly 

power is limited, it rises and falls.  

Whatever you think of Donald Trump’s administration, good 

or bad, he will rise and fall like all world powers! 

Compare world power with Gods power! 

Richard Dawkins (Atheist) says  “God … is arguably the most 

unpleasant character in all fiction:  

Yet in the book of Daniel we have seen how God’s power 

condescends (comes to our level), it reveals truth to us, its 

rescues us, its serves us, its gives joy and help and strength, it 

pours itself out! Why did Jesus come?.  

What kind of power is worth trusting and what kind of power 

do we like? What is the better model?  

 Worldly power leads to the next section in this vision .... 

Picture of persecution v9-14 

The next part of the vision focus’s would have been 

particularly disturbing to Daniel … 

In v8 four horns of smaller power appear after the goat! 

But in v9  

“Out of one of them came another horn, which started small 

but grew in power to the south and to the east and toward the 

Beautiful Land.” 



Children – What would you say is your favourite place in the 

world? 

The beautiful land is a beautiful way of describing the land of 

Israel that the Jews had been kicked out when they were first 

sent off to Babylon. 

Daniel’s heart would have sunk!  Another power to dominate 

us!  

You can imagine learning about the threat of war in 1939 after 

living through war in 1914-1918! 

Yet perhaps most striking in Daniel 8 is how much time is 

given to this final horn and what its focus is! 

V10  

“It grew until it reached the host of the heavens…” 

This attack is pictured as an assault on God and on his 

heavenly realm if that were possible. 

V11  

“it took away the daily sacrifice from the Lord, and his 

sanctuary was thrown down.” 

This attack is an attack on the freedom of Gods people to 

worship in the Temple 

V12  

“truth was thrown to the ground.” 

This attack is an attack on Gods revelation of Truth! 

 

This is a harrowing picture of persecution. 

Persecution of Christians today is something of an endemic if 

not a pandemic.  

(Children – Persecution means when people treat people 

badly for no good reason but for the group the belong to and 

what they believe) 

That’s not my victim mentality speaking.  

That’s what those working on the ground with organisations 

like Open doors, Release International and the Barnabus fund 

will tell you.  

Boris Johnson used part of last year’s Christmas address to 

raise the issue and remember “those Christians around the 



world who are facing persecution. For them Christmas day will 

be marked in private, in secret perhaps even in a prison cell”  

Persecution in China might mean having your online service 

banned or been imprisoned like the Christian Lawyer Zhang 

Kai! 

Persecution in Nigeria might mean having your largely 

Christian village attacked by Fulani Militants! 

Persecution in Pakistan has meant the kidnapping and forced 

conversion of people! 

In Eritrea you could be one of 600 Evangelical Christians 

detained! 

How eye opening to realise not just as we read Daniel 8 but as 

we read the NT, as we read history and as we read, perhaps 

not front page new but internet news that Persecution against 

Christians is normal.  

Why because worldly powers set themselves up against God 

and his power.  

Unless that power submits itself to God it will ultimately stand 

against God and the things God stands for, truth, justice, love, 

service, his people!   

This will lead to persecution. All persecution against God’s 

people is ultimately an attack on God! 

We mustn’t be naïve to the reality of persecution so we have 

the right expectations for our lives as Christians and the right 

love for others in the world today who face the sharpest teeth 

of persecution.  

However …. 

As we turn now away from just seeing what Daniel saw to 

understanding it further we are not left without hope.  

V14 This persecution “will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; 

then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated” 

 

The future we can understand v15-27 

God has a plan for history!  

In v15-16 Daniel is scratching his head wondering what this 

vision has all really meant! 

And that’s when we are introduced to a Christmas Character!  



God speaks and says v16 “Gabriel tell this man the meaning of 

the vision” 

We have seen the vision with Daniel and learnt what we can 

but now we need God, the author of the vison, to pull back he 

curtains and let the light of understanding shine through. 

The Angel Gabriel doesn’t just work on the heavenly maternity 

ward.  

V17 - “Son of man,” he said to me, “understand that the vision 

concerns the time of the end.” 

“time of the end” – As Christians this might lead us to jump to 

all kinds of images people have about the end of the world but 

for Daniel it referred to a time in history when the particular 

events predicted in this vision would be done.  

As we saw in our recent Trinity Tuesday on You tube there are 

many reasons we can trust the Bible, not least its accurate 

predictions.  

So let’s follow along as our good friend Gabriel guides us 

through the true meaning of the animal anarchy! Children 

maybe you can write down the meanings of each one 

V20 “The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of 

Media and Persia.” 

The shorter horn we saw probably represented media and the 

longer and later one representing the Kingdom of Persia which 

came together to form a United Kingdom under a man 

mentioned elsewhere in the Bible, called Cyrus who would 

sweep in from the East.  

 V21 “The shaggy goat is the King of Greece, and the large 

horn between his eyes is the first King” 

This would turn out to be the famous Alexander the great. The 

famous King of Greece who was undefeated in battle. He 

ended up with one of the largest Empires in the ancient world.  

And died at just 32!! 

And then we come to the final horn after 4 horns in the 

middle.  

Read v23-25 

“a fierce-looking king, a master of intrigue, will arise. 24 He 

will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will 

cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he 

does. He will destroy those who are mighty, the holy people.” 

It is almost unanimously agreed that this final horn represents 

King Antiochus Epiphanes IV, the Seleucid King who rose up 

and took great power in the void left in in 175 BC and reigned 



until 164 BC and one of his targets was the beautiful land, 

Judah, and centrally the city of Jerusalem.  

- He certainly reined terror on Jerusalem/astounding 

devastation. 

 

-  According to a Jewish account at least 40, 000 were 

killed and 40, 000 taken into slavery … 

 

 

- The daily Sacrifice in v11 was indeed stopped and 

worse. The Temple was defiled in every way and even 

dedicated to the Greek god Zeus after it was left empty 

of all the items to help in their worship.  

 

- In v12 we were told that truth would be thrown to the 

ground which seems to be a reference to the burning of 

the OT Law and the banning of its reading.  

 

 

- And in this persecution it was without doubt true that 

this King was taking a mighty stand against the Prince 

of Princes, God himself! V25 

It was an extremely dark period of history which you can read 

about it in the Jewish writings of the time. 

It is easy in such times and even times as ours to wonder 

where God is in all of this. Daniel knew the future of his 

people would not brighten immediately , the people after 

Daniel would experience the horrors of these empires.  … 

Yet as Daniel vision pulls back the curtains to the light of 

understanding we are given some clues … 

1. Firstly we can’t fail to notice the reality that God knows 

what is happening, even to the point of predicting the 

rise and fall of rulers, the prince of princes knows and 

this must wake us up to the reality that he is there.  

2. In v24 we are told that King Antiochus would become 

strong, but not by his own power and then in v25 he 

will be destroyed but not by human power. God not 

only knew about each kingdom but was reigning over 

them and working through them. His throne is above 

them all.  

We need to know these things because it helps us in the 

present.  

We are dealing with is a God who deals with human history. 

He sees, he knows. He knows about Covid-19.  We don’t know 



all his reasons for allowing it but we can trust him and as we 

do that we can trust what God is doing as we have an 

opportunity to get to know him and to help others do the 

same.   

What a great time we having connected through seeing 

people connect on Sundays or Trinity Tuesdays. This has been 

a chance for people to slow down and take the time to think it 

through more deeply. If that’s you then good on you! 

God has a hope for his people! V25-27 

We were left in v14 with a glimmer of hope in a vision that 

understandably left Daniel exhausted and ill v27.  

The glimmer of hope was that it would take 2 300 evenings 

and mornings for the sanctuary to be reconsecated. Incredibly 

its seems that was the roughly the right amount of time 

before the death of King Antiochus and restoration of worship 

through Judas Maccabeus, something Jews celebrate even 

today. 

There was an end and therefore there was a glimmer of hope 

for Daniel and his people in the future that mean he could get 

up and go about the Kings business v27 

What is it that means that in the face of struggles on every 

side, personal, persecution, pandemics we can go about in the 

service of our King Jesus? 

It is our hope that this world is not all there is for us but one 

day God will gather his faithful people in his place, enjoying 

life with him forever, free from personal trial, persecution and 

pandemics.  

 


