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The Bigger Picture 

Daniel 9:20-27 
 
I’ll never forget the first film when I saw dinosaurs for the first time.  
 
I know this is pretty common place nowadays and we take it for granted 
these days but back in 1993 it was revolutionary.  
 
Many of you will remember the film. Jurassic Park.   
 
Since then we’ve had loads of Jurassic Park sequels and loads of other 
films and TV documentaries using the very best computer technology to 
recreate these magnificent creatures. However, I still remember the 
impact of the original Jurassic Park in 1993. 
 
In fact, one scene in particular stands out for me. It’s when the two 
paleontologists see walking dinosaurs for the first time. They are a jeep 
and one of them is excitedly looking down at a plant that should be 
extinct. But the other one, Dr Grant, has seen a huge Brachiosaurus 
walking past. He reaches down to his colleague, grabs her head and 
turns it round so she won’t miss out on the magnificent creature walking 
past. She needs to see the bigger picture. 
 
We don’t see any dinosaurs in Daniel chapter 9. However, this chapter 
is all about the importance of seeing the bigger picture of God’s plans in 
human history. 
 
Last week we focused on the first 19 verses of the chapter. We rejoiced 
at the great and awesome God of heaven who longs to hear our prayers 
and answer them in ways that are for our good and his glory.  
 
You may remember that the focus of Daniel’s prayers was the return 
from exile for the people of God. They had been taken out of the 
promised land in three stages by the Babylonians. 605, 597 and 587 
BC. However, God had promised this would only last for 70 years. This 
is what prompted Daniel to pray. He had been reading the book of 
Jeremiah, found the promise for 70 years, and started to pray for God to 
act in accordance with this promise.  
 
 

How quickly do you expect people to answer you when you send them 
a message? It might be a verbal instruction to the children. Or maybe an 
email or a text message. Or even a Whatsapp so you can tell if the 

person has read it 😊 

 
What about a prayer? How quickly can we expect to God to answer?  
 
Look at verse 20. Read verses 20-23. 
 
There is a difference in the Bible between what is descriptive and what 
is prescriptive.  
 

 Descriptive – it’s a description of what happened.  
 

 Prescriptive – it’s a promise that it will happen to us.  
 
God’s quick response to Daniel’s prayer is definitely descriptive. We all 
know from experience that God often chooses to delay his answer to our 
request to increase our trust in his goodness and wisdom.  
 
However, for Daniel in chapter 9, God’s answer is quick and clear. The 
angel Gabriel is immediately summoned on a new mission to bring a 
message that will provide insight and understanding.  
 
This is really important to remember. The information we read in this 
chapter should be like turning the light on in a dark room rather than 
being plunged into a Scarborough sea fret. 
 
Gabriel’s message is designed to bring clarity not confusion.  
  
The message has two main parts. 
 

 The big headline (Verse 24) 
 

 The particular stages (Verses 25-27) 
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First, the big headline (Verse 24) 
 
Look at verse 24. Read verse 24.  
 
I suspect that for many people their first response to this will simply be, 
“What? What is this talking about?” 
 
Let me walk you through it in stages. 
 
First, notice the number 70.  
 
This is a number we know something about. Remember the promised 
length of the exile. God said it will last for 70 years and then he will bring 
his people home. And this of course is the number that is buzzing 
around Daniel’s head as he looks forward to the imminent return of 
God’s people to the promised land.  
 
This is an amazing day in the history of God’s people. However, it is not 
the ultimate day. And so what God does is send the angel Gabriel with a 
message to give Daniel, and us, a bigger vision of God’s purposes in the 
world.  
 
This starts with a new kind of date. Not seventy years but seventy 
sevens. 
 
You might be thinking, “I know what a day is. I know what a week is. I 
know what a month is. I know what a year is. But what is a seven? 
 
Seven is a very important number in the Bible. It is the number of perfect 
fulfilment. It is the number of perfection. 
 
What we have in Daniel chapter 9 is like that scene I love from Jurassic 
Park, when Dr Grant grabs hold of his colleague’s head and shows her 
the bigger picture. She is preoccupied with a small leaf but is missing 
out on grand scene. 
 
The same is true with Daniel. He is rightly excited about God’s people 
returning to the Promised Land after 70 years of exile. But he is in 
danger of missing out on God’s bigger plan and purposes for his people.  
And so Gabriel is sent with a new timescale for Daniel to think about. 

Forget 70 years. Think about 70 ‘sevens’. Think about the time when 
God’s perfect plans for his people will be beautifully fulfilled.  
 
Some of the details of what God is planning to do are listed in verse 24.  
 
Let me read them again. Verse 24. What will be the features of God’s 
perfect plan for his people and the city of Jerusalem at the end of 
seventy sevens? Read verse 24. 
 

 An end to sin 

 Atonement for wickedness 

 The arrival of everlasting righteousness 

 A significant change to vision and prophecy 

 A beautiful new stage of God’s presence with his people – which is 
what anointing the Most Holy Place is all about.   

 
This is the headline of Gabriel’s message to Daniel. It’s really 
encouraging for us to hear about it because it’s all about God bringing 
people home in a grand and glorious way. 
 
Many of us have watched the film Lion in recent days. A young boy from 
India who gets lost and is eventually adopted by a couple from Australia. 
But as he grows up there is a sense of dislocation in his heart and a 
strong desire to find home.  
 
This is the universal story of the human heart. We are lost from God and 
we need to come home. There are all sorts of pretend ‘homes’ that we 
think will give us what we crave. However, the teaching of the Bible is 
that only a divine home coming will truly satisfy. 
 
This is what we are being presented with in Daniel chapter 9. The exile 
of God’s people in Babylon and their return to the promised land is but a 
shadow of God’s bigger plan to bring lost sinners from around the world 
home to him. Or using the language of verse 24, after seventy sevens 
God will sort out our sin problem and our separation problem. The 
punishment we deserve will be removed, godly behavior will become a 
feature of our lives and God will be present with us in a special way.  
 
We are supposed to respond with a wow! Praise God. Because this is 
what we need. How will God do it? Let’s look at the particular stages. 
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Second, the particular stages (Vs 25-27) 
 
Look at verse 25. Read verse 25. 
 
This doesn’t need to be mysterious and confusing.  
 
What we’re being told is that the period of the seventy sevens is going to 
be broken down in stages. We’ll see in a minute that there are three 
stages but the focus in verse 25 is on stages 1 and 2. 
 

 Stage 1 – 7 sevens 

 Stage 2 – 62 sevens 
 
Or in other words, a relatively short period of time comes first and this is 
when Jerusalem will be rebuilt (that’s what it means when it talks about 
streets and a trench). This shorter period of time will then followed by a 
much longer period of time, the 62 sevens, which will take us to the 
arrival of the Anointed One, or what we call the Messiah, the promised 
Christ, the Saviour King. 
 
In real life history, stage 1 runs from the proclamation of King Cyrus in 
539BC that the Jewish people could go home until Nehemiah rebuilds 
the city in 445BC.  
 
Stage 2 then runs from the time of Nehemiah until the public start of the 
ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 
The focus of verses 26 and 27 is on what happens at this point, when 
Messiah arrives. This is stage 3, the last seven. The very short period 
that brings God’s promised plan to bring people home to perfect 
fulfilment.  
 
Remember what we’re expecting? An end to sin. Atonement for 
wickedness. The arrival of everlasting righteousness. A significant 
change to vision and prophecy. A beautiful new stage of God’s presence 
with his people.  
 
What happens in stage 3? Listen to verse 26. Read verses 26 and 27. 
 
Let me point out three things from these verses.  

First, here is a description of the Anointed One being put to death. 
Here is a promise that sacrifices and offerings will be stopped. Do you 
remember what happened to the curtain of the temple when Jesus 
died on the cross? It tore from top to bottom. No more sacrifices were 
required. A new access to God was now available because of Jesus’ 
death. 
 
Second, we’re told that the Anointed One will confirm a covenant with 
many. Jesus didn’t come to start something new. He came to fulfil the 
ancient promises and open them up to many.  
 
Third, after the death of Jesus the destruction of the temple is predicted. 
A new ruler will come with his army and bring desolation and destruction 
to the temple rebuilt after the exile. These words are picked up by Jesus 
in the New Testament (see Matthew chapter 24). They happened in AD 
70 when the Roman armies destroyed the temple after a painful siege in 
Jerusalem.  
 
Why mention the destruction of the Jewish temple in a passage 
about the perfect fulfilment of God’s plans to bring people home? 
Remember the temple itself was only a shadow of the promised reality. 
It was only a sign pointing to something greater. It was a symbol of 
God’s intention to dwell with his people and his way of dealing with their 
sin. But with the coming of Jesus, everything is now focused on him.  
 
What does all this mean for us? 
 
Let me finish with two big truths.  
 
First, everything is about Jesus. Let us unashamedly point people to 
him and put him in the spotlight. Let’s not just talk about church or God 
but talk about Jesus.  
 
Second, home coming is possible. Jesus offers a way home for those 
who are lost and dislocated.  
 
And yet even though relationship with Jesus brings us home, it is still 
true that we are not truly home until we arrive in heaven. This will 
produce a tension. But if we embrace the tension it will make us useful 
for Jesus as we wait to see him face to face. Let’s pray. 


