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The Hidden Battle 
Daniel 10:1-11:1 

 
One of the TV programmes that I used to love when I grew up was 
called Through the Key Hole. It has been reinvented more recently with 
a Keith Lemon as the presenter but I grew up it was David Frost and 
Lloyd Grossman. Lloyd would take us behind the scenes of big and 
luxurious celebrity houses and would then finish with his famous 
catchphrase, “Who lives in a house like this?” I used to love this 
programme as it gave me access to a world that wasn’t visible in my 
daily life. 
 
In Daniel chapter 10 we are given with a spiritual Through the Key Hole 
experience. We are taken behind the scenes to the real spiritual world 
that always exists but which normally we cannot see with our earthy 
eyes. 
 
The reason why this happens is to stretch our brains and encourage 
our faith.  
 
To help us navigate through this chapter I’m going to ask three 
questions. 
 

 When did this event take place? 

 Where did this event take place? 

 Who is the main presenter?  
 
First, when did this event take place? (10:1-3)  
 
Look at verse 1. Read verses 1-3.  
 
This event took place in the third year of Cyrus king of Persia.  
 
This date is important because it is three years after the Jewish exiles 
were allowed home by the Persian King Cyrus. However, instead of 
rejoicing and celebrating Daniel is feeling sad and concerned.   
 
Why? Why were his prayers not filled with hallelujahs? Surely the 
people of God were back in the promised land and everything was fine.  
 

Not according to what we read in the book of Ezra. Yes, they had 
returned to the promised land but they were facing opposition as they 
tried to rebuild the temple. In fact, the opposition got so bad that the 
work ceased.  
 
As a result of this news, Daniel gets on his knees and seriously prays 
that God will give him insight and understanding about what is going on. 
 
What happens next in Daniel chapter 10 is God’s answer to this prayer.  
 
This is when this spiritual through the keyhole event takes place.  
 
Second, where did this event take place? (10:4) 
 
Look at verse 4. Read verse 4. 
 
The important point is not where he was but where he wasn’t.  
 
We don’t have to get stressed trying to work out the precise GPS 
coordinates for the Tigris River. No, a better question to be asking is 
why was Daniel here and not back in Jerusalem with the returning 
exiles? It had been on his heart all the time and now the opportunity 
had been given by a new king to return his beloved country and yet here 
he was, still far away from home.  
 
He was certainly an older man by the point, probably in his late 80s. So 
perhaps he wasn’t well enough to travel. Or maybe he wasn’t allowed by 
the authorities. The truth is, we will never know for sure.  
 
However, here is something significant that I want to point out. He might 
have been far away from where the action was but he was still actively 
involved through prayer. 
 
Daniel had learned many lessons through his 8 decades of discipleship. 
But one of the things that jumps out on page after page of his story is 
that he is a man of prayer. Throughout his life he has become 
increasingly convinced that speaking to God was not the equivalent of 
talking to the ceiling. No, prayer was asking the God of infinite resources 
to act in his world for the good of his people and the glory of his name. 
 



 2 
Daniel knew that it worked. 
 
When I say this I don’t have in mind a vending machine view of God. We 
don’t put in the coin, push the button and wait for the things we want to 
come flooding out. No, God is too wise and too good to always give us 
what we want.  
 
But he has ordered the world in such a way that he acts in response to 
our prayers.  
 
So let’s be bold and let’s be often as we pray for the kingdom of God to 
advance.  
 
Third, who is the main presenter? (10:5-11:1) 
 
Look at verse 5. Read verses 5-9. 
 
This is not the kind of person we normally see walking on the streets of 
Scarborough. And that’s even if we head out shopping during the 
Scarborough Sci-Fi weekend.  
 
Who is this? At the very least it must be a very powerful angel as we 
look at the description and the way Daniel responds to his appearance.  
 
However, like many others, I think this is actually an appearance of the 
second member of the Trinity, the Son of God who 2000 years ago was 
born as real human baby. 
 
I think this is the case for two big reasons.  
 
This is a very similar description to the one we find in Revelation 
chapter 1 that Tiffany read for us. And in Revelation the figure is clearly 
the person of Jesus.  
 
And three times in this chapter in verses 16, 17 and 19, Daniel refers to 
this figure as Lord, which seems to put him on a higher level than one of 
the angels.  
 
 
 

I want to highlight four things that left an impression on me from this 
appearance of Jesus in Daniel chapter 10.  
 
First, his awesomeness 
 
Daniel’s first response to the appearance of this divine figure is not to 
say, “At last you’ve arrived as I’ve got a few questions for you.” 
 
Not at all. An encounter with the perfect God who is completely powerful 
and pure leaves Daniel drained of strength and put in his place.  
 
It reminds me of what happens in Luke chapter 5 when Jesus takes his 
disciples fishing. Peter says, “Lord get away from me I am a sinful man.” 
 
Let’s allow this vision to give us a more accurate picture of who Jesus is. 
He is completely powerful and pure.  
 
Second, his tenderness 
 
Look at what happens in verse 10. Read verses 10-12a. 
 
He is Almighty God but he is not an Almighty Tyrant. 
 
Jesus is strong and kind.  
 
In the Gospels he repeatedly touches people and issues these tender 
words, “Do not be afraid.” 
 
The reason he can say “Don’t be afraid” is not because we are 
somehow better than we think or that he is somehow less than we think. 
No, he is all-power and all-pure. But he is also filled grace and 
tenderness.  
 
Third, his message 
 
Listen to how verse 12 continues. Read verses 12b-14. 
 
This is our spiritual through the key hole moment.  
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What we are presented with here is a glimpse into the unseen spiritual 
battle that is raging behind the scenes.  
 
It’s what Ephesians 6 refers to as the struggle against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  
 
Now what we’re being told in Daniel 10 is that what happens there has 
an impact on our experience here.  
 
Friends this is not a call for us to try to work out the exact dynamics of 
the spiritual conflict. Remember this is a through the keyhole moment 
not a moment when we are given the keys to permanently live in the 
other realm.  
 
However, let me point out three implications for us as a church. 
 
First, it helps us understand some of the delays, some of the divisions 
and some of the disasters that seem to come our way in gospel ministry.  
 
Jesus is not powerless but for reasons we cannot understand he 
sometimes permits the evil one to advance a little on the boardgame of 
life.  
 
Second, it is a reminder to the church not to think that we will advance 
the kingdom through our cleverness and strategies. We are engaged in 
a spiritual war. Therefore, we need to pray.  
 
Third, let us not play around with hearing the word of God.  
 
Remember the Parable of the Sower in Mark chapter 4. What 
happens to the seed sown on the first soil? The path. The birds came 
and ate it up. Later we’re told the meaning. Some people are like seed 
sown along the path. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes 
away the word that was sown in them. So let’s listen up when the word 
of God is given out.  
 
 
The last thing that I want to mention about this appearance of Jesus is… 
 

Fourth, his strength 
 
Listen to how Daniel describes himself in verse 15. Read verses 15-19. 
 
The key thing to notice is that the touch of Jesus and the words of 
Jesus give Daniel strength. 
 
The body of Christ is the church. We need each other to be 
strengthened.  
 
We need the words of the Bible to be strengthened for life.  
 
In the week ahead, where will we turn? Many of us are fatigued and 
downhearted. Let me encourage us to believe that what we need most 
are the touch and the words of Jesus.  
 
Let’s pray.  
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