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North and South 
Daniel 11:2-35 

 
One of the facts of living in this country is the banter and rivalry 
between those who live in the north and those who live in the south. 
 
There are many differences between the north and the south. 
 

 We all know about temperature. It’s obviously warmer in the north. 
 

 And house prices. You do get a bit more for your money up here. 
 
The differences have also been captured in many jokes. Here’s my 
favourite I read this week.  
 
A bloke comes through to his wife and says, “Put your coat on dear.” 
The wife says brightly, “Why? Are we going out?” “No”, he says, “I’m 
going out. So I’m switching off the central heating.” 
 
The rivalry we see between northerners and southerners today is 
nothing when compared to the battles that we see between north and 
south in Daniel chapter 11.  
 
At first sight this part of the Bible might leave you confused about what 
it’s all about. However, even if you don’t get all the details it’s not hard to 
see the repeated battles between the north and the south. 
 
We see the same pattern again and again. The king of south battles the 
king of the north. Or the king of the north does this against the king of 
the south. And on it goes.  
 
There is battle after battle between those up here and those down 
here. 
 
Last week in Daniel chapter 10, an older Daniel, now probably in his 
mid-80s, has a personal encounter with a very powerful and pure 
heavenly messenger. I suggested this was most probably the pre-
incarnate Jesus, the divine Son of God appearing to people before he 
was born as a human 2000 years ago.  
 

We had a wonderful time as we gazed at the awesomeness and 
tenderness of Jesus. However, a question I didn’t really deal with last 
week was why Jesus appeared to Daniel.  
 
The answer is in Daniel 10:14. Read Daniel 10:14.  
 
The point of the appearance was not simply to give Daniel a surprise or 
a sneaky peak into the unseen spiritual world. But to tell him ahead of 
time what would happen in the future. This is what we find recorded for 
us in Daniel chapter 11. 
 
This is not a new scene. It’s not like a fade to black and change of 
location moment in a movie. No, this is the same scene with the camera 
on the same person, as we listen to the same voice.  
 
All of us are rubbish at predicting the future. You might think this is a 
bit harsh but it is true. Yes, our weather presenters might get their 
forecast right for a day or two but nobody is able to predict the details of 
human history hundreds of years in advance.  
 
Apart from God. And this is what we are presented with in Daniel 
chapter 11. This is God’s future forecast for his people.  
 
These words were originally spoken in the year 534BC. However, they 
predict with detailed accuracy events that take place hundreds of years 
later.  
 
This is very impressive! It’s not just vague predictions that there will be 
some battles at some point in the world. That’s not very spectacular. 
Anyone can do this. This would be like saying it might rain at some point 
in the year ahead.  
 
Instead this is a detailed description about what will happen, who will be 
involved and where the events will take place. All this long before they 
happen! 
 
My plan this morning is to take us on a tour of this chapter and along 
the way I’ll draw out some big lessons for our lives. There are three 
stages in our journey.  
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 The time from Cyrus to Alexander (Vs 2-3) 

 The time after Alexander (Vs 4-20) 

 The time of Antiochus Epiphanes (Vs 21-35) 
 

First, the time from Cyrus to Alexander (Vs 2-3) 
 
Listen to verse 2. Read verses 2-3. 
 
The message starts with King Cyrus. This is who is in charge as Daniel 
listens to these words. However, next we are told about the ultimate 
demise of the Persian Empire at the hands of a new kid in town. A 
new ruler from the kingdom of Greece who is described as ruling with 
great power.  
 
This was Alexander the Great, who at the ripe old age of 26 
conquered Persia in the year 330 BC. After this he continued his 
conquests until he reached as far as India. But then he died in 323 BC.  
 
What happed after Alexander’s death is described in verses 4-20.  
 
Second, the time after Alexander (Vs 4-20) 
 
Listen to verse 4. Read verse 4.  
 
We know from history that after Alexander’s death, his empire was 
eventually divided into four sections and each section was led by one of 
Alexander’s four leading generals. 
 

 Macedonia, ruled by Cassander 

 Thrace and Asia Minor, ruled by Lysimachus 

 Syria under Seleucus 

 Egypt under Ptolemy 
 
Amazingly this is all predicted in verse 4 long before it actually 
happened.  
 
You’ll notice that in verses 5 to 20 only two of these ‘kingdoms’ are 
mentioned - the kings of the north and the kings of the south. The other 
two sections of Alexander’s broken empire disappear out of view.  
 

The question is why? The answer is because these are the only two 
sections of Alexander’s broken empire that impact the life of God’s 
people in the Promised Land.  
 
In fact, the very reason that they are called the kings of the north and 
the kings of the south is because they are north and south of Israel.  
 
Have you ever wondered what stories get to appear on a TV news 
programme? There are loads of things that happen each day. For 
example, on Friday I took our kids to find crabs on North Bay. But as far 
as I know our story of finding a dead crab and a live crab never made it 
onto the main news. I know we never emailed the BBC to tell them the 
exciting news but even if we had you wouldn’t have seen my smiling 
face on the TV holding a dead crab. The reason is because you can’t 
talk about everything. You have to be selective. And you select 
depending on what you think is important.  
 
During the time of human history described in verses 4-20, lots of things 
happened in the world. But do you see what God has selected for his 
TV channel? He talks about key events and key people that have an 
impact on his people.  
 
Which is another way of saying, the people of God are hugely 
important to the God who loves them and protects them.  
 
This is wonderfully comforting and tremendously challenging. 
 

 Are you a member of God’s people? Take your cue from the Bible 
not the BBC. 

 

 Are you not yet a Christian? There is nothing more important in all 
your life but to follow Jesus and join his people. This is where the 
divine spotlight is focused.  

 
 
I’m not going to go through all the details of the predictions in these 
verses. But let me say two things. 
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 The kings of the north were known as the Seleucids. The kings of 
the south were known as the Ptolemies. 

 

 The details of these events match the history that has been 
recorded. This is extraordinary! It doesn’t mean that God is a great 
guesser. It means he is completely in control.  

 
 

Wouldn’t you love for God to give you a detailed timetable for the 
months and years ahead? Telling us what will happen at this point and 
where it will all end. However, that’s not what he promises. He wants us 
to be people of faith. 
 
Please don’t misunderstand this. Being a person of faith doesn’t 
mean being a person without logic or any reason. Faith is about 
trusting in what God has promised. It is a response to his revelation. It is 
a leap into the light not a leap into the dark.  
 
Here is an example of one promise from God. God has promised to 
prosper us so that we will become more like Jesus. He will use every 
circumstance to do this.  
 
Don’t you find the doubts come sometimes? Is God really in charge? 
Was he caught off guard? 
 
A passage like Daniel chapter 11 is so encouraging because it clearly 
shows us that God knows exactly what he is doing. This should inspire 
us with fresh confidence to trust him for our unknown futures. Because 
the great news is that our future is not unknown to him.  
 
Third, the time of Antiochus Epiphanes (Vs 21-35) 
 
The pace slows down at this point and we focus more on one particular, 
a king called Antiochus Epiphanes. 
 
You might recognise the word Epiphanes – it sounds like epiphany. He 
liked to think of himself as a manifestation of God. 
 

He came to power in 175BC. During his kingship he made several 
attacks on Egypt and two of these are described for us in this section, 
one in verses 25-28 and then another in verses 29-35.  
 
Let me read what we’re told in verses 29-35. Read verses 29-35.  
 
This all started to happen in 168 BC. Antiochus once again set out to 
invade Egypt. However, this time he was humiliated by a delegation 
from Rome. They were the rising superpower of the day. It is reported 
that one of the Romans drew a circle around Antiochus and told him to 
decide his movements before he stepped out of it.  
Antiochus was deeply humiliated and, as a result, he decided to vent his 
anger on the people of God  
 
This resulted in the temple being defiled, the daily sacrifice abolished, 
an altar or an image of the false god Zeus was set up on the altar of 
burnt offering.  And to cap it all off a pagan sacrifice was also offered on 
the altar of burnt offering.   
 
This desecration of the temple happened in 167 BC. This is what is 
meant by the abomination that causes desolation in verse 31. This 
situation lasted for about three and a half years until a group of Jewish 
resistance fighters called the Maccabees took control of the temple once 
again. 
 
How should these verses be applied?  
 
Let me pick up one big idea. 
 
Those who are wise will instruct many.  
 
It was a terrible time for God’s people. God used his people to 
strengthen each other. They did this through instruction.  
 
Will you be an instructor of many? We need each other as we live out 
our lives in spiritual Babylon. We need each other to speak the word of 
God to each other.  
 
Let’s pray. 
 


