
 
 

 
 Conflict Minerals in the DRC 

Introduction 

In simple terms, a conflict mineral is a mineral or raw material whose mining and sale 
finances war or conflict. They are usually associated with countries in Sub-Saharan Africa 
such as the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), which has been in the grip of what many 
have called “Africa’s World War”. Technically, as of the end of 2013, the country is no 
longer “at war” – but many civilians living in the DRC would likely disagree.  At the end of 
2014, there were 2.7m displaced citizens still living in the DRC. 

Some years ago, there was great international concern about “blood diamonds”, which 
were causing war in Sierra Leone – different groups were in a bloody battle for these 
valuable resources. You could watch the film Blood Diamond as a way of understanding 
some of the issues. The destruction and violence fuelled by blood diamonds was tackled on 
a global scale by something called the Kimberley Process, in which world leaders vowed to 
trace all diamonds, and banned the trading of blood diamonds. There have been mixed 
results, and disagreements about whether the Kimberley Process has been effective. 

There are some initiatives in place to try and tackle the issue of conflict minerals. Section 
1052 of the 2010 US Dodd-Frank Act requires US companies to determine if any of their 
products contain either gold or one of the 3 Ts – tin, tungsten or tantalum – sourced from 
the DRC or any of its 9 neighbouring countries. Analysis of supply-chains, or due diligence to 
give the process its technical name, is clearly a step in the right direction, although many US 
businesses have complained about the burden and difficulty of analysing their supply chains 
in this much depth. Furthermore, on May 20th 2015, the European Parliament agreed to 
draft a law binding all member states to refuse trade in conflict minerals. 

Warm-Up Starter 

Give students 1 minute to read through the information below on the DRC, and then ask 
them to recall as much as they can on a mini whiteboard or piece of rough paper: 
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Task One – the Kimberley Process 

Watch the following short clip about blood diamonds in Sierra Leone and the 
Kimberley Process, and then answer the questions that follow: 

 
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7Ruj5y9FH4  

 

1. How much was earned by rebel groups as a result of selling blood 
diamonds? 

2. What did the rebel groups use the money for? 
3. What was the impact on family life in Sierra Leone of the civil war and hunt 

for diamonds? 
4. What is the Kimberley Process? 
5. Who is involved in the Kimberley Process? 
6. What are the positive outcomes of the Kimberley Process for Sierra Leone? 
7. What procedures are in place to make the Kimberley Process more likely to 

be successful? 
8. What challenges remain for the increasing the effectiveness of the 

Kimberley Process? 
9. What challenges still remain for Sierra Leone and economic development? 
10. As an extension task, watch this 50 minute film about the story of 

diamonds: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61Vd8amSEFE  
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Task Two – tackling the issue of conflict minerals in the DRC 

For this task you need to watch 4 short videos: 

Video 1: TedX talk on photography of the mineral trade in the DRC 

 
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjVkNxT8Zsg 

 

Video 2: Outline of the Enough Project’s view on DRC conflict minerals 

 
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aF-sJgcoY20  

Video 3: the impact of the Dodd-Frank Act on trade in conflict minerals 

 
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qs-Pm5iKg60  
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Video 4: Modern Slavery in Electronics 

 
Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jd1SOhlTyos  

 

Your task is to write a one-page article summarising the issue of conflict minerals, 
and suggesting possible solutions for the DRC. 
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