
 Spot the Difference  

 

 Task One 

Study the photos below, and answer the associated questions 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Shenzhen in 1986 

What do you notice about the transport 

being used?  

 

Source of photo: http://www.businessinsider.com/old-

photos-of-shenzhen-2013-2?IR=T 

2. Shenzhen in 1982 

How would you assess the level of 

development from this picture? 

 

Source of photo: http://www.china.org.cn/photos/2010-

08/24/content_20779323.htm#p=1&r=0.76962219892845

53  

3. Shenzhen’s Yantian Port in 1986 

What does this image suggest about the 

amount and nature of trade taking place? 

 

Source of photo: http://www.china.org.cn/photos/2010-

08/24/content_20779323.htm#p=1&r=0.76962219892845

53  
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Task Two 

Read the information below, and then sketch how you think Shenzhen might look today – think about how 

it might be different from the images on the previous page. 

It seems that Shenzhen is the fastest growing city in the world – the population has grown, on 

average, 21% annually from 1979 to 2015. It has rocketed from being a small fishing village, which 

could see the affluent Hong Kong across the water, to a city of around 16m inhabitants. In 1979, 

though, everything changed when it was designated as China’s first Special Economic Zone. These 

zones are areas in which investment and entrepreneurial activity are encouraged. Surprisingly for 

the Chinese government at the time, the area was open to Foreign Direct Investment, and to date 

over $30bn of inwards FDI has been received in Shenzhen alone.  

Shenzhen has been known as the home of giant tech companies such as Foxconn for a good decade 

or so, although mostly with disdain for its “copycatting” approach. However, Shenzhen is now 

increasingly known for innovation and software development. Huawei produces the Xiaomi 

smartphone – in 2010 they only sold 3m units but that number had soared to nearly 60m by 2013. 

Indeed, the Huaqiangbei shopping district houses one kilometre of tech stores, many of which are 5 

storeys high.  

By 2015, Shenzhen’s GDP was larger than that of the Republic of Ireland and Portugal. There are 

around 60 buildings that are over 200m high. At one point in the 1990s, it was estimated that every 

3 days a new high-rise building and new boulevard was being built.  

Sources: http://www.techrepublic.com/article/shenzhens-transformation-from-chinese-fishing-village-to-global-gadget-factory/  

My image: 
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Task Three 

Look at the pictures below of Shenzhen today. Compare and contrast the pictures of today’s Shenzhen 

with those of Shenzhen not long after it was designated as an SEZ. 
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