
 
 

 
 Trade routes – old and new 

Introduction  

Whilst the nature of goods that are traded has changed over time, many of the trade 
routes today are very similar to those through history. 

This resource provides students with an opportunity to investigate trade routes – old 
and new – and decide for themselves how international trade has changed over 
time. 

Students should study each map (which could be projected onto the whiteboard for 
the class to use together, or printed out in colour for each student), and then answer 
the questions that follow each map – they may need to do some of their own 
independent research to answer all questions. 

 

Warm-Up Starter – 5 minute word association 

Read out each of the following words one at a time, giving students 30 seconds to 
write down as many associated words as possible that come to mind for each word: 

1. Africa 
2. Export 
3. International 
4. Commodity 
5. China 
6. Trade 
7. Port 
8. Slavery 
9. Currency 
10. Smartphone 
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Map One – Slave Trade Routes 1518 to 1850 

 
Source: www.silkroutes.net 

Question Set One 

a. What reasons do you think there might be for the locations of the main 
sources of slaves on the African continent? 
 

b. What reasons do you think there might be for the destinations for imported 
slaves around the world? 
 

c. Read the information on this UNESCO webpage: 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/dialogue/the-slave-
route/transatlantic-slave-trade/.  
 

i. How were slave traders paid? 
ii. Why do you think this was the case? 
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Map Two: luxury items in the 8th century 

 

 

Question Set Two 

a. The map shows the key production areas for a number of sought-after goods 
in the 8th century. 

i. Identify the goods being traded as either “commodities” (or 
unprocessed) or “manufactures” (or processed).  

ii. Explain why some countries might have specialised in producing and 
trading unprocessed goods and others in processed goods. 

 
b. Research the top 3 exported items in the modern world from each of these 

areas. (You may find this website useful: http://www.indexmundi.com/trade/exports/)  
i. India 

ii. Tibet (now part of China) 
iii. Iran 
iv. Burma 
v. Thailand 

vi. Afghanistan 
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Map Three: the ancient incense route 

 

The ancient Incense Route linked early Mediterranean civilisations with incense, spices and 
precious stones from what we know today as Southern Arabia. Among the products traded were 
frankincense, which is a milky sap derived from the Boswellia tree and highly useful in perfumes. 
The scents were highly prized in Ancient Egypt, as they helped hide the stench of the open 
sewage and filth of early cities, but the trees only grew in Eastern Africa and what is now known 
at Yemen, making the product difficult to obtain. The Egyptians built cities and forts in the 
Arabian Peninsula to help protect the trade, which used both land routes, using camel caravans 
and sea routes along the Red Sea. In time other civilisations became involved in the trade, such 
as the Babylonians, Phoenicians and Assyrians, fighting wars and seeking out new routes in an 
effort to control the trade. Source: http://frontiermarketstrategy.com/2013/02/24/five-key-trade-routes-from-history/ 

Question Set Three 

a. Using demand and supply analysis, explain why the price of frankincense was 
high in Ancient Egypt. 
 

b. What “barriers to entry” existed in the production of the Boswellia tree? 
 

c. To what extent was the building of “cities and forts” by the Egyptians an early 
form of protectionist policy? 
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Map Four: old versus new 

Map 4a – Atlantic and Asian trade in the 16th to 18th century 

 
Source: http://www.lasalle.edu/~mcinneshin/325/wk08/mapglobaltrdzones17thc.gif  

Map 4b – main exports in the 21st century 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAMQjRxqFQoTCKb2kbLG_ccCFYTPFAodE28A_A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstorify.com%2FBexpayne%2Fprinciples-of-management-revision-resources&psig=AFQjCNEweHwjl1n6KjSqn64Sx2HvHY2e4g&ust=1442561472111699
http://www.beyondthebike.org/index.php
http://www.lasalle.edu/~mcinneshin/325/wk08/mapglobaltrdzones17thc.gif


 
 

 
  

   

 

Question Set Four 

a. To what extent has the nature of trade changed between the 16th/18th century 
and the 21st century, in the Atlantic and Asian trade areas? 

 
b. What might be the reasons for your answers to question a? 

 
c. What do you think are the main exports of: 

 
i. European countries? 

ii. African countries? 
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