Global Climate Change Summit – November/December 2015
During the week beginning 30 November 2015, representatives from all of the major industrial countries from around the world will be attending a summit on climate change in Paris.  Many hope that that this is a new opportunity for the major world economies to genuinely attempt to reduce carbon emissions and slow down the increase in average global temperatures.
If leading scientists are to be believed, the increase in global temperatures has been caused almost exclusively by economic activity.  For economists, if the costs of global warming are not being totally borne by the producers and/or consumers, and other people (a third party) are left to deal with the issues, the activity is generating negative externalities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Governments (and their representatives) are attempting to reduce the output of carbon emissions so that the eventual impact is not felt as severely as scientist predict without intervention.  Many argue that a reduction in greenhouse emissions will not be achieved if left to market forces.
Activity:  Look at this list of the world’s 10 biggest emitters of greenhouse gases:
	Brazil
	China
	EU
	Indonesia
	Russia

	Canada
	DR Congo
	India
	Japan
	USA


 
Place these countries in the table below, using your knowledge and intuition to guess which order the countries rank – starting from the lowest of the top 10 to the highest.
	Lowest
	9th
	8th
	7th
	6th
	5th
	4th
	3rd
	2nd
	Highest

	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Your teacher will now read out the actual ranking.  Make sure that you record the order and the level of emissions (as a percentage of the world’s overall greenhouse emissions.  How many did you get right?
	
	Lowest
	9th
	8th
	7th
	6th
	5th
	4th
	3rd
	2nd
	Highest

	Country
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Percentage
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Calculate:
1. The overall percentage of greenhouse emissions from the top 10 countries in the world.
2. The mean, median and mode figures from this data.
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Answers:
	
	Lowest
	9th
	8th
	7th
	6th
	5th
	4th
	3rd
	2nd
	Highest

	Country
	Indonesia
	DR Congo
	Canada
	Japan
	Russia
	Brazil
	India
	EU
	USA
	China

	Percentage
	1.5
	1.6
	2
	3
	5
	6
	6
	9
	12
	24



Mean: 		12.75%
Median:	5.5%
Mode: 		6%
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