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child psychology essays

 1. (b) Assess the usefulness of research into intelligence. (15 marks)

2. (c) Jackie’s four-year-old son Jake was born three weeks early and he seems to have been late for each 
developmental milestone so far. Jackie is now worried that Jake may also have a low IQ and might struggle at school. 

Describe one way in which an intelligence test could be used on Jake to measure his IQ and predict his subsequent 
school performance. (10 marks)

3. (a) Explain how the research by Barkley-Levenson and Galvan (2014) could be used to explain the relationship 
between brain development and risk-taking behaviour. (10 marks)

4. (b) Assess the methodological issues of research into brain development and risk-taking behaviour. (15 marks)

5. (b) Assess the individual and situational debate with regard to perceptual development. (15 marks)

6. (c) Mark is a care worker who works for a company that specialises in providing support for young children with 
mild to severe learning difficulties. Mark cares for a child called Jessica twice a week and has noticed that she 
has major problems with some of her senses. For example, she does not like food with a crunchy texture, has poor 
balance, often bumps into things and does not like being touched. Mark is wondering if he can get some advice about 
the types of activities he could use with Jessica to improve her sensory and visual perception.

What suggestion(s) might a psychologist make to Mark about activities that he could use in sessions with Jessica? 
(10 marks)

7. (a) Using the research by Wood et al. (1976), explain how children’s learning can be improved in an educational 
setting. (10 marks)

8. (b) Assess the reliability and validity of research into cognitive development and education. (15 marks)

9. (a) Explain how research by Ainsworth and Bell (1970) could be used to explain the development of attachment in 
babies. (10 marks)

10. (c) Gracie is a one-year-old who has been very ill. She has had treatment twice for recurrent tumours and now 
needs to be hospitalised for a third time, this time in a new hospital. Her parents are worried about the effects on 
Gracie of being separated from them again in a new unfamiliar environment. 

Discuss how a psychologist can use their knowledge of attachment-friendly environments to suggest one or more 
ways to reduce the effects of Gracie’s separation. (10 marks)

11. (a) Using the research by Johnson and Young (2002), explain the influence of advertising on children. (10 marks)

12. (c) Claire is a nursery manager and has recently introduced 45 minutes of TV time to the preschool class afternoon 
routine at nursery. In-between TV programmes the children are also exposed to TV adverts. However, Claire is worried 
that television advertisements could have a negative effect on the children’s behaviour. 

Discuss how a psychologist could investigate the impact of advertising on children. (10 marks)
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(c) Jackie’s four‐year‐old son Jake was born three weeks early and he seems to have been late for each 
developmental milestone so far. Jackie is now worried that Jake may also have a low IQ and might struggle 
at school. 
 
Describe one way in which an intelligence test could be used on Jake to 
measure his IQ and predict his subsequent school performance. (10 marks) 
	
Intelligence	is	often	described	as	the	ability	to	acquire	and	
use	a	variety	of	cognitive	skills	and	knowledge	and	is	
measured	in	a	variety	of	different	ways.	Raven’s	Progressive	
Matrices	(RPM)	is	one	of	the	most	commonly	used	nonverbal	
tests	of	intelligence.	Due	to	Jackie’s	son	Jake	being	only	four	
years	old	and	his	possibly	not	having	met	language	
development	milestones	thus	far,	this	intelligence	test	would	
therefore	be	a	good	one	to	use	to	indicate	Jake’s	IQ	and	future	
school	performance	as	it	does	not	require	extensive	skills	in	
language.		
	
The	R	P	M	test	is	designed	to	measure	‘educative	reasoning’	
which	is	the	ability	to	calculate	the	answer	based	only	on	the	
information	provided.	The	test	estimates	fluid	intelligence	
which	is	the	ability	to	think	and	reason	abstractly	and	solve	
problems,	and	this	skill	Jake	will	need	in	order	to	perform	
well	at	school	in	subjects	such	as	English,	maths	and	science.	
The	test	consists	of	incomplete,	novel	pictorial	stimuli	to	
which	participants	must	provide	meaningful	solutions.	For	
example,	Jake	may	have	to	select	a	missing	aspect	in	a	series	
of	stimuli	to	complete	a	pattern.	There	are	different	versions	
of	the	test,	based	on	age	and	abilities.	The	version	of	the	test	
that	Jake	would	take,	due	to	his	age,	would	be	the	‘colour	
progressive	matrices’	which	is	designed	for	children	aged	4–7	
years,	the	elderly	and	some	groups	with	mental	or	physical	
difficulties.	To	complete	the	test,	Jake	would	answer	36	items	
(in	three	sets	of	12),	which	are	mostly	in	colour,	but	may	
include	some	that	are	black	and	white.	The	items	on	the	test	
will	become	progressively	more	challenging.	Jake	will	be	
provided	with	verbal	instructions	for	the	test	and	he	can	take	
as	long	as	he	needs	to	complete	each	item.		
	
The	R	P	M	test	would	therefore	be	the	best	test	to	use	with	
Jake	to	measure	his	IQ	and	potential	school	performance.	
However,	although	the	test	does	give	some	indication	of	
intelligence,	educational	influences	can	also	improve	
performance	in	this	area	of	reasoning.	If	Jake’s	schools	place	a	
greater	emphasis	on	teaching	patterns	and	mental	rotation	of	
shapes,	his	ability	in	this	area	will	develop	as	a	response	to	
the	environment.	Therefore,	it	would	useful	for	Jake’s	
intelligence	and	his	future	school	performance	that	he	be	

Good	application	of	
psychological	knowledge	and	
understanding	is	demonstrated	
through	explaining	an	
appropriate	intelligence	test.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
An	appropriate	discussion	has	
taken	place	for	one	way	an	
intelligence	test	can	be	used	
with	Jake	and	this	is	explicitly	
contextualised	to	the	question	
scenario.	
	
		
		
Good	knowledge	and	
understanding	of	measuring	
intelligence	is	demonstrated.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
There	is	a	well‐developed	line	
of	reasoning	which	is	clear	and	
logically	structured.	
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tested	regularly	with,	for	example,	the	WPSSI	which	can	be	
used	for	children	up	to	seven	years	old	and,	after	this,	the	
WISC	could	be	used	to	measure	Jake’s	intelligence	until	he	is	
16	years	old.	
 
[~425	words]	

	
	
Further	ways	to	measure	Jake’s	
intelligence	are	also	discussed.	
	

	
Examiner	Style	Comments:	Mark	Band	4:	9–10	marks		
	
This	is	a	well‐detailed	and	accurate	answer.	The	response	demonstrates	good	application	of	
psychological	knowledge	and	understanding	to	clearly	explain	an	appropriate	intelligence	test	
that	can	be	used	with	Jake	to	indicate	his	IQ	and	subsequent	school	performance.	(A02).	
Furthermore,	the	answer	incorporates	good	use	of	psychological	terminology	throughout.	The	
response	is	explicit,	accurate	and	relevant	to	the	case	of	Jake.	The	information	presented	is	also	
relevant	and	substantiated	through	psychological	evidence.	
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