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When Charlie was younger, he was very close to his mother and would follow her around asking for 
cuddles and kisses. However, he is now three and a half years old and is showing a very clear 
preference for his father. If his mother tries to cuddle and kiss him, he pushes her away and goes to 
his father instead. He follows him around and has started to say he likes football and cricket like his 
dad.                                                                                                       

 
5 Briefly outline Freud’s psychoanalytic theory of gender development. With reference to the 

theory, explain why Charlie appears to have rejected his mother and is now much closer to his 
father. 

(8 marks) 
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6 Discuss one strength and one limitation of Freud’s psychoanalytic theory of gender 
development. 

(6 marks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
7 Briefly evaluate Bem’s Sex Role Inventory. 

(4 marks) 
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When Charlie was younger, he was very close to his mother and would follow her around asking for 
cuddles and kisses. However, he is now three and a half years old and is showing a very clear 
preference for his father. If his mother tries to cuddle and kiss him, he pushes her away and goes to 
his father instead. He follows him around and has started to say he likes football and cricket like his 
dad.                                                                                                       

 
5 Briefly outline Freud’s psychoanalytic theory of gender development. With reference to the 

theory, explain why Charlie appears to have rejected his mother and is now much closer to his 
father. 

(8 marks) 
 
Marks for this question: AO1 = 4 marks and AO2 = 4 marks 
 
LEVEL MARKS DESCRIPTION 

4 7–8 
Knowledge of Freud’s psychoanalytic theory of gender development is 
accurate with some detail. Application is thorough and effective. Minor detail 
and/or expansion is sometimes lacking. The answer is clear, coherent and 
focused. Specialist terminology is used effectively. 

3 5–6 
Knowledge of Freud’s psychoanalytic theory of gender development is evident 
but there are occasional inaccuracies/omissions. Application is mostly effective. 
The answer is mostly clear and organised but occasionally lacks focus. Specialist 
terminology is used appropriately. 

2 3–4 
Limited knowledge of Freud’s psychoanalytic theory of gender development is 
present. Any application is of limited effectiveness. The answer lacks clarity, 
accuracy and organisation in places. Specialist terminology is used 
inappropriately on occasions. 

1 1–2 
Knowledge of Freud’s psychoanalytic theory of gender development is very 
limited. Application is limited, poorly focused or absent. The answer as a whole 
lacks clarity, has many inaccuracies and is poorly organised. Specialist 
terminology is either absent or inappropriately used. 

 0 No relevant content. 
 
POSSIBLE CONTENT: 
h Freud believed that children were born gender-neutral and during the phallic stage of development 

(aged 3–5 years) they would develop a masculine or feminine gender identity. 
h According to Freud, an individual constructs their gender identity after experiencing the Oedipus or 

Electra complex. 
h Freud outlined the Oedipus complex, where a young boy desires his mother and has sexual feelings 

toward her. At the same time, the young boy fears his father due to castration anxiety. Eventually, 
the boy will resolve his Oedipus complex by identifying with his father and internalising his 
behaviours and attitudes, leading him to develop a masculine gender identity. 
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h The Electra complex (proposed by Jung but similar to Freud’s ‘feminine Oedipus attitude’) is where 
the young girl is initially attracted to her mother, but then finds out she does not have a penis. The 
girl blames her mother for her lack of a penis. She believes that she has already been castrated, 
which results in her experiencing penis envy. This is resolved when the girl converts her penis envy to 
a wish to have a baby, leading to identification with her mother resulting in a feminine gender 
identity. 

 
POSSIBLE APPLICATION: 
h Charlie is three and a half years old and is, therefore, in the phallic stage of development. 
h He is in the process of resolving his Oedipus complex. Initially, he was very close to his mother and 

wanted her full attention, suggesting that he desired his mother and was worried that his father 
would find out and castrate him.  

h So that his father will not find out about his unconscious desires, he now rejects his mother and 
pushes her away when she tried to kiss and cuddle him.,. 

h He is also starting to identify with his father and so is much closer to him than he was before. He is 
internalising his father’s attitudes and behaviours (such as liking football and cricket) and through this 
process will develop a masculine gender identity. 

 
Credit other relevant material. 
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6 Discuss one strength and one limitation of Freud’s psychoanalytic theory of gender 
development. 

(6 marks) 
 
Marks for this question: AO3 = 6 
 
LEVEL MARKS DESCRIPTION 

3 5–6 Discussion of one strength and one limitation is clear and effective. The answer 
is coherent and well organised with effective use of specialist terminology. 

2 3–4 

Discussion of one strength and one limitation is evident although one or both 
lack detail. The answer is mostly organised with some appropriate use of 
specialist terminology. 
OR 3 marks for either a strength or limitation discussed at the top of Level 3. 

1 1–2 

A strength and a limitation are presented but discussion is limited/muddled. 
The answer lacks organisation and specialist terminology is either absent or 
inappropriately used. 
OR a strength or a limitation discussed at Level 2. 

 0 No relevant content. 
 
POSSIBLE STRENGTHS: 
h Freud offered the case study of Little Hans as support for the Oedipus complex. Hans developed a 

fear of horses biting him, which represented his fear of his father castrating him for desiring his 
mother. He eventually came to identify with his father. 

h Freud’s psychoanalytic theory has generated other research. For example, Melanie Klein (1920s 
onwards) specialised in psychoanalytic theories of gender and built on Freud’s work. 

 
POSSIBLE LIMITATIONS: 
h There is evidence from other theories (e.g. Kohlberg) that gender identity happens before the age 

that Freud suggests. As there is empirical evidence for this, doubt is cast on Freud’s theory. 
h Freud’s theories lack empirical evidence to support or even disprove them (they cannot be falsified). 

There is no scientific evidence to suggest that little boys fear castration, especially at the hands of 
their fathers. This suggests that his theories lack validity. 

h Freud’s theory is based on his clinical experience and case studies. These tend to be unique 
examples, and as Freud was so involved in and responsible for the reporting of them, they are likely 
to be biased and are highly subjective.  

h When comparing children reared in atypical families, for example, single-parent or same-sex 
couples, gender identity does not seem to be affected, as Freud’s theory would suggest.  
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QUESTION 
NUMBER AO1 AO2 AO3 TOTAL 

1 1   1 
2 2   2 
3   3 3 
4 3  5 8 
5 4 4  8 
6   6 6 
7   4 4 
8 6 4 6 16 
Total 16 8 24 48 
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