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ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS 

 
1 Outline two ways in which deviant subcultures can lead to crime. 

(4 marks) 
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3 Read Item A below and answer the question that follows: 
Item A 
 
Labelling theory is mainly focused on how society reacts to deviance. It also offers some insight into 
why crimes are committed. Once an individual is labelled as deviant, they may internalise that label 
and adopt it as their master status. 
 
The media may attach negative stereotypes to members of certain social groups in order to generate 
and exaggerate the fear that our shared values are under threat. 

 
 Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which labelling can cause crime. 

(10 marks) 
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1 Outline two ways in which deviant subcultures can lead to crime. 
(4 marks) 

 
QUESTION 
NUMBER MARKING GUIDANCE TOTAL 

MARKS 
01 Two marks for each of two appropriate ways clearly outlined or one mark for 

each appropriate way partially outlined, such as:  
 
h Blocked opportunities can lead to status frustration (1 mark) which in turn 

can lead to crimes, including non-utilitarian crime. (+1 mark). 
 

h Delinquent subcultures might share “focal concerns” such as toughness and 
autonomy. (1 mark) These concerns can increase the likelihood of 
criminality (for example, someone wanting to prove their toughness is likely 
to get in fights). (+1 mark). 

 
h Delinquent subcultures can provide illegitimate opportunity structures. (1 

mark) Individuals who cannot achieve their goals through legitimate means 
might instead join subcultures that engage in criminality or conflict, or drop 
out and take drugs, etc. (+1 mark) 

 
Other relevant material should be credited. 
 
No marks for no relevant points. 

4 

 
 
   



www.tutor2u.net/sociologyPage 4     AQA A Level Sociology Unit Assessment 

3 Read Item A below and answer the question that follows: 
Item A 
 
Labelling theory is mainly focused on how society reacts to deviance. It also offers some insight into 
why crimes are committed. Once an individual is labelled as deviant, they may internalise that label 
and adopt it as their master status. 
 
The media may attach negative stereotypes to members of certain social groups in order to generate 
and exaggerate the fear that our shared values are under threat. 

 
 Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which labelling can cause crime. 

(10 marks) 
 
MARKS LEVEL DESCRIPTORS 

8-10 

Answers in this band will show good knowledge and understanding of relevant material on 
two ways in which labelling can cause crime. 
 
There will be two developed applications of material from the item, e.g. “deviant” can 
become someone’s master status, so primary deviance can lead to secondary deviance; 
and being labelled as a folk devil can lead to deviance amplification, as the media creation 
of a deviant identity can be attractive. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two reasons, e.g. deviance is more than a 
label: crime is a real problem and criminals can choose whether to commit crimes or not; 
or the media reporting on crime does not create the crime, the crime already existed for 
them to report on (even if they then influence how people behave in the future). 

4-7 

Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and understanding of one 
to two ways in which labelling can cause crime. 
 
There will be some successful application of material from the item, e.g. self-fulfilling 
prophesy or labelling can create moral panics. 
 
There will be some analysis/evaluation.  

1-3 

Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and understanding of one to two ways in 
which labelling can cause crime. 
 
There will be limited application of material from the item. Some material may be at a 
tangent to the question, e.g. there may be some drift into material on other causes of 
crime. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis/evaluation.  

0 No relevant points. 
 
Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Becker, Lemert, Cicourel, Cohen. 
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4 Read Item B below and answer the question that follows: 
Item B 
 
Realist sociologists argue that the sociology of crime and deviance should inform policy-makers and 
help to deal with the real social problem of crime. 
 
However, they do not agree about what causes crime, nor the best way to prevent it. Right realists 
take a very different view, and propose very different solutions, from left realists. 

 
 Applying material from Item B and your own knowledge, evaluate left and right realist 

explanations of crime, deviance, social order and social control 
(30 marks) 

 
MARKS LEVEL DESCRIPTORS 

25-30 

Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed knowledge of a range of 
relevant material on left and right realism. 
  
Sophisticated understanding of the question and of the presented material will be shown.  
 
Appropriate material will be applied accurately and with sensitivity to the issues raised by 
the question.  
 
Analysis and evaluation will be explicit and relevant. Evaluation may be developed, for 
example by using left and right realism to evaluate each other, explicitly evaluating points 
using other perspectives or evaluating particular studies or policies (e.g. Broken windows). 
 
Analysis will show clear explanation. Appropriate conclusions will be drawn. 
 

18-24 

Answers in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but incomplete knowledge. 
Understands a number of significant aspects of the question; good understanding of the 
presented material.  
 
Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the question, though some material 
may be inadequately focused. 
  
Some limited explicit evaluation, e.g. some criticisms of a specific study; and/or some 
appropriate analysis, e.g. clear explanations of some of the presented material.  

13-18 

Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but limited range and depth, 
e.g. a broadly accurate, if basic, account of left and right realism. Understands some 
limited but significant aspects of the question; superficial understanding of the presented 
material.  
 
Applying listed material from the general topic area but with limited regard for its 
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QUESTION 
NUMBER AO1 AO2 AO3 TOTAL 

1 4   4 
2 6   6 
3 3 4 3 10 
4 12 9 9 30 
Total 25 13 12 50 

 



More Sociology revision and support at:

www.tutor2u.net/sociology 

@tutor2uSoc

ALevelSocStudentGroup

tutor2uSoc


	11 AQA Sociology UA Crime QP Digital Download
	11 AQA Sociology UA Crime MS Digital Download

