
Matching the 
Clinical Terms 

PSYCHOLOGY

Resources for Courses

Overview
The aim of this activity is to help students develop their knowledge and understanding of the 
specific symptoms of schizophrenia, while understanding the distinction between positive and 
negative symptoms.

Resources Required

 •  Matching the Clinical Terms Handoutt

Teacher Instructions
Teaching and Learning Strategy A – Matching Task 
Hint: It’s important to note that AQA details four symptoms in the specification, including: 
Alogia (Speech Poverty), Avolition, Delusions and Hallucinations, therefore you may wish to 
highlight the importance of these particular terms, or even only use these terms in your lesson. 

There are two ways that you can deliver this activity depending on the time you have available 
and your teaching style. You can either go with a matching task, where you will require one 
handout per student, or a sorting task, where you will require one handout per pair/group. 

SAMPLE



Matching the Clinical Terms Resources for Courses

Provide each student with a copy of the Matching the Clinical Terms handout. Ask the students 
to match the key clinical terms on the left, with the definitions on the right. Once the students 
have correctly matched the key terms and the definitions then ask the students to highlight the 
positive symptoms in one colour and the negative symptoms in another. 

Teaching and Learning Strategy B – Kinesthetic Task 
Provide each pair/group of students with a Matching the Clinical Terms handout. The students 
need to cut out the key terms and the definitions and the match the key terms with their 
definitions. 

Once the students have correctly matched the key terms and the definition ask the students to 
sort the terms into one group of positive symptoms and one group of negative symptoms. 
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Task: Draw a line to match the key terms on the left with the definitions 
on the right. Then highlight the positive symptoms of schizophrenia in 
one colour and the negative symptoms in another colour.

Alogia (Speech 
Poverty)

This is when a person experiences a reduction 
in the range of their emotional expressions, for 
example: tone of voice, facial expressions, eye 
contact.

These are false perceptions that can affect 
the different senses. For example, they can be 
auditory (hearing voice), visual (seeing faces 
or objects), tactile (feeling like someone is on 
or under the skin) or even olfactory (smelling 
things).

These are bizarre beliefs that a person believes 
are real. In schizophrenia these beliefs can be 
paranoid in nature or can be self-directed and 
involve an inflated sense of power.

A reduction in, or inability to initiate or engage 
in goal-directed behaviors. For example, a 
person might just sit in their house without 
doing anything.

A generally loss of interest or pleasure in 
everyday life and activities.

Where a person loses their ability to speak 
fluently and is believed to occur due to slowing 
or blocked thoughts.

This is characterized by abnormal motor activity 
where a person may experience loss or motor 
skills or extreme hyperactive motor activity.

Affective 
Flattening

Anhedonia

Avolition

Catatonic 
Behaviour

Delusions

Hallucinations
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Task: Answer sheet
The key terms highlighted in green as examples of positive symptoms and those 
highlighted in red are negative symptoms.  

Alogia (Speech 
Poverty)

Where a person loses their ability to speak 
fluently and is believed to occur due to slowing 
or blocked thoughts.

This is when a person experiences a reduction 
in the range of their emotional expressions, for 
example: tone of voice, facial expressions, eye 
contact.

A generally loss of interest or pleasure in 
everyday life and activities.

A reduction in, or inability to initiate or engage 
in goal-directed behaviors. For example, a 
person might just sit in their house without 
doing anything.

This is characterized by abnormal motor activity 
where a person may experience loss or motor 
skills or extreme hyperactive motor activity.

These are bizarre beliefs that a person believes 
are real. In schizophrenia these beliefs can be 
paranoid in nature or can be self-directed and 
involve an inflated sense of power.

These are false perceptions that can affect 
the different senses. For example, they can be 
auditory (hearing voice), visual (seeing faces 
or objects), tactile (feeling like someone is on 
or under the skin) or even olfactory (smelling 
things).

Affective 
Flattening

Anhedonia

Avolition

Catatonic 
Behaviour

Delusions

Hallucinations
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