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		The	impact	of	different	voting	systems	on	the	type	of	government,	party	representation	and	voter	choice	

	

	Q1	 																																																																						 	True	or	False?	

		A	 The	FPTP	electoral	system	tends	to	result	in	a	two-party	system	in	the	UK	
	

		B	 STV	(Single	Transferable	Vote)	electoral	system	is	likely	to	lead	to	coalition	governments.	
	

		C	 Closed	Party	List	system	allows	for	a	close	link	between	the	MEP	and	the	constituents.	
	

		D	 AMS	(Additional	Member	System)	electoral	system	allows	more	representation	for	smaller	
parties.	 	

		E	 SV	(Supplementary	Vote)	electoral	system	gives	each	voter	two	choices	
	

	

	

	Q2	 Match	the	correct	term	to	the	description	 	Correct	Term	

		A	

Voters	number	candidates	in	order	of	preference	and	all	those	passing	a	defined	threshold	
-	 calculated	by	dividing	 the	number	of	 valid	 votes	by	 the	number	of	 seats	plus	one	 -	 are	
elected.	 Their	 surplus	 votes	 are	 distributed	 to	 other	 candidates	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 other	
preferences	with	 low-scoring	 candidates	 being	progressively	 eliminated.	 The	 system	 sees	
more	than	one	candidate	elected	from	a	single	constituency.		

	

		B	

Some	representatives	are	elected	via	the	traditional	first-past-the	post	method	but	voters	
get	 to	 cast	 a	 second	 vote	 for	 "top-up"	 seats,	 allocated	 in	 proportion	 to	 the	 number	 of	
votes.	These	representatives	are	selected	on	a	regional	basis	from	lists	of	candidates	drawn	
up	by	each	party.	

	

		C	
The	 UK	 is	 divided	 into	 large	 constituencies,	 known	 as	 regions,	 and	 different	 parties	 put	
together	 lists	of	candidates	for	election,	with	their	preferred	choices	at	the	top.	Seats	are	
allocated,	on	a	top-down	basis,	in	proportion	to	parties'	share	of	the	vote.	 	

		D	

Voters	choose	their	first	and	second	preferences	and	a	candidate	can	only	be	elected	in	the	
first	 round	 if	 they	 get	 50%	 of	 the	 vote.	 If	 no-one	 achieves	 this,	 all	 but	 the	 top	 two	
candidates	are	eliminated	and	their	second	preferences	redistributed	to	the	candidates	still	
in	the	race.	The	candidate	with	the	most	votes	is	then	elected.	

	

		E	

Voters	 rank	 candidates	 in	order	of	preference	and	anyone	getting	more	 than	50%	 in	 the	
first	 round	 is	 elected.	 If	 that	 doesn't	 happen,	 the	 candidate	 with	 the	 fewest	 votes	 is	
eliminated	 and	 their	 second	 choices	 allocated	 to	 the	 remaining	 candidates.	 This	 process	
continues	until	a	winner	emerges.	

	

Select	from:																									CPL																									SV																									STV																									AMS																									AV	
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Q3	 Fill	in	the	missing	word	

A	major	criticism	of	FPTP	electoral	system	is	that	it	does	not	accurately	reflect	the	votes	cast.	Many	argue	it	would	be	
fairer	to	have	a	more	_____________	system.	This	could	increase	voter	choice	and	remove	large	number	of	____	seats	
and	 the	 large	areas	of	 electoral	 _______	 	 that	exist	under	 FPTP.	 Furthermore,	 __________	parties	would	gain	more	
representation	and	it	may	become	more	customary	for	governments	to	be	formed	as	____________		in	the	future.	

	

Rather	 than	 elect	 one	 person	 to	 represent	 ___________	 in	 an	 relatively	 small	 area,	 with	the	 Single	 Transferable	
Vote,	bigger	areas	elect	a	small	_______	of	MPs	that	reflect	the	__________	of	opinions	of	the	voters.	Parties	will	often	
stand	more	than	one	candidate	in	each	area.		Transferring	the	________	votes	means	candidates	aren't	punished	for	
having	popular	running	mates.	

	

The	 Additional	 Member	 System	 has	 become	 popular	 due	 to	 its	 position	 as	 a	 ____________	 solution	 in	 terms	 of	
electoral	 system	design.	But,	as	a	 compromise,	 it	 retains	 the	 safe	 seat	 constituencies	of	 first	past	 the	post,	and	also	
uses	 ___________.	 Hence	 it	 is	 argued	 that	 the	 Additional	 Member	 System	gives	 control	 to	 ________	 over	 who	 is	
elected,	rather	than	people.	While	it	does	include	single-member	constituencies	their	size	has	to	__________	to	cover	
a	larger	area.	Although,	the	list	MPs	provide	a	_________	layer	of	representation	allowing	for	alternatives	should	the	
voter	 feel	 their	 MP	 does	 not	 represent	 them	 for	 any	 reason.	 Some	 also	 argue	 that	 the	 Additional	 Member	
System	creates	 _____	 classes	 of	MPs,	 and	 that	 this	 can	 create	 tension.	 For	 instance,	 __________	MPs	 receive	 local	
casework,	whilst	the	party	list	MPs	do	not.	

AV	 is	 not	 a	 form	 of	proportional	 representation	 and	 in	 certain	 conditions,	 such	 as	 the	 2015	 General	 Election,	 it	
can	produce	 a	 more	 ________________	 result	 than	 First	 Past	 the	 Post.	In	 2011	 the	 British	 public	 voted	 against	
replacing	First	Past	the	Post	with	the	Alternative	Vote.	The	Alternative	Vote	can	use	the	same	constituencies	we	have	
today.	 For	 voters,	 there	 is	 less	 need	 for	 _________	 voting,	 as	 voters	 can	 cast	 a	 vote	 for	 their	 favourite	
candidate	without	worrying	that	their	_______	will	be	wasted.	Also,	unlike	hosting	a	_______	vote	to	decide	the	winner	
the	Alternative	Vote	uses	a	single	________	and	avoids	the	need	for	tactical	voting	to	stop	a	disliked	candidate	getting	
into	 the	 final	 round.	 Candidates	 are	 also	 incentivised	 to	 run	 less	__________	campaigns,	 as	 candidates	 will	 want	to	
become	their	opponent’s	voters	second	favourite	candidate	

	

Select	from:																			diversity																		disproportional																parties																		second																run-off															

																					smaller																			team																		safe																		compromise												surplus														divisive												everyone																			

																																											coalitions																			constituency																	ballot													proportionate											deserts																				

																						closed-list																increase														two																			tactical																		vote	
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	Q4	 			One	sentence	or	example	is	incorrect	in	each	of	the	explanations.	Identify	the	wrong	one	

		A	 The	STV	electoral	system	was	deliberate	chosen	to	elect	the	Northern	Ireland	Assembly	has	it	creates	strong,	
stable	one-party	government.	

		B	 The	CLP	list	electoral	system	as	used	to	elect	MEPs	allows	the	electorate	to	see	the	names	of	the	candidates	
on	the	ballot	papers.	

		C	 In	Scotland	and	Wales	using	the	AMS	electoral	system	there	are	equal	number	of	constituency	MPs	and	
those	elected	from	the	party	list.	

		D	 As	used	to	elect	the	Mayor	of	London,	voters	have	as	many	preference	votes	as	they	wish	on	the	ballot	
paper.	

		E	 The	AV	system	for	electing	MPs	to	Westminster	was	rejected	by	the	public	in	a	referendum	that	was	held	in	
2014.	

	

Q5	
For	each	of	the	factors	listed	below,	decide	for	which	electoral	system	they	provide	a	critique.	Some	
factors	may	be	used	more	than	once.	

AMS	 	

AV	 	

STV	 	

CPL	 	

SV	 	

• Smaller	parties	are	disregarded	

• Could	lead	to	a	rise	in	the	number	of	extremist	parties	who	have	members	elected	

• May	lead	to	coalition	government	of	many	parties	

• Constituencies	become	larger	so	MPs	may	have	to	spend	more	time	on	constituency	issues	and	less	on	wider	issues	

• Creates	two	tiers	of	MPs		
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• Breaks	the	link	between	a	constituency	and	its	representatives	

• Can	lead	to	‘donkey	voting’	as	voters	do	not	know	enough	about	all	candidates	

• Unlikely	to	result	in	proportional	representation	

• Voters	can	only	select	parties	but	not	individual	members	of	that	party	

• Doesn’t	remove	the	possibility	of	tactical	voting	

• Half	of	MPs	are	not	accountable	directly	to	voters	

• The	method	of	counting	votes	can	be	difficult	for	voters	to	understand	
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Case	study:		Electoral	Outcomes	in	the	2015	General	Election	

The	Electoral	Reform	society	released	a	report	on	the	May	7th	2015	General	Election,	‘A	Voting	System	in	Crisis’.	And	it	
makes	for	worrying	reading	for	fans	of	democracy.	

The	 report	 hit	 the	 headlines	 quickly,	 with	 ERS	 Chief	 Executive	 Katie	 Ghose	 appearing	 on	 BBC	 Breakfast,	 the	 Today	
programme,	Daily	Politics,	Radio	5	Live,	Sky,	ITN	and	Channel	5	to	discuss	it	already.	The	ERS	found:	

• 50%	of	votes	in	the	election	(15m)	went	to	losing	candidates,	while	74%	of	votes	(22m)	were	‘wasted’	–	i.e.	they	
didn’t	contribute	to	electing	the	MP	

• 2.8m	voters	were	likely	to	have	voted	‘tactically’	–	over	9%	of	voters	
• Under	a	more	proportional	voting	system	–	the	Single	Transferable	Vote	–	the	Conservatives	would	have	won	

276	 seats	 to	 Labour’s	 236,	while	 the	 SNP	would	 have	 secured	 34,	UKIP	 54	 and	 the	 Lib	Dems	26.	 The	Greens	
would	have	won	two	more	seats	–	in	Bristol	and	London	

• The	ERS	was	 able	 to	 call	 the	winner	 correctly	 in	 363	of	 368	 seats	 –	 a	month	before	polling	day	 –	due	 to	 the	
prevalence	of	‘safe	seats’	under	First	Past	the	Post	

• This	election	saw	an	MP	win	on	the	lowest	vote	share	in	electoral	history	–	24.5%	in	South	Belfast	
• 331	of	650	MPs	were	elected	on	under	50%	of	the	vote,	and	191	with	less	than	30%	of	the	electorate.	

The	problem	goes	deeper	than	these	shocking	statistics	though.	First	Past	the	Post	is	artificially	exaggerating	divides	in	
the	UK	–	giving	the	SNP	nearly	all	Scottish	seats	on	half	the	vote,	while	excluding	Labour	from	the	South	of	England	and	
over-representing	them	in	Wales	and	under-representing	the	Conservatives	in	the	North	of	England	and	Scotland.	At	the	
same	 time,	 cross-community	 parties	 in	Northern	 Ireland	 got	 a	 tenth	 of	 the	 vote	 and	 no	 seats,	 yet	 the	DUP	 received	
nearly	half	the	seats	on	just	a	quarter	of	the	vote.	This	situation	is	unsustainable	if	the	Prime	Minister	truly	wants	a	‘one	
nation’	Britain.	

But	it’s	not	all	terrible	news.	There	are	better	ways	of	doing	elections	–	after	all,	we’re	the	last	country	in	Europe	to	use	
the	outdated	and	broken	system	of	First	Past	the	Post.	We	commissioned	YouGov	to	find	out	voters’	party	preferences	
so	that	we	could	work	out	what	the	results	might	have	looked	like	under	different	voting	systems:	

	

Source-based	question:	With	reference	to	the	source,	outline	the	likely	impact	on	Westminster	if	the	electoral	system	
was	changed	from	FPTP.	
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Worksheet	suggested	solutions		
	
	

	Q1	 																																																																						 True	or	False?	

		A	 The	FPTP	electoral	system	tends	to	result	in	a	two-party	system	in	the	UK	 True	

		B	 STV	electoral	system	is	likely	to	lead	to	coalition	governments.	 True	

		C	 Closed	Party	List	system	allows	for	a	close	link	between	the	MEP	and	the	constituents.	 False	

		D	 AMS	electoral	system	allows	more	representation	for	smaller	parties.	 True	

		E	 SV	electoral	system	gives	each	voter	two	choices	 True	

	
	

	Q2	 																																												Match	the	correct	term	to	the	description		 Correct	Term		

		A	

Voters	number	candidates	in	order	of	preference	and	all	those	passing	a	defined	threshold	
-	 calculated	by	dividing	 the	number	of	 valid	 votes	by	 the	number	of	 seats	plus	one	 -	 are	
elected.	 Their	 surplus	 votes	 are	 distributed	 to	 other	 candidates	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 other	
preferences	with	 low-scoring	 candidates	 being	progressively	 eliminated.	 The	 system	 sees	
more	than	one	candidate	elected	from	a	single	constituency.		

STV	

		B	

Some	representatives	are	elected	via	the	traditional	first-past-the	post	method	but	voters	
get	 to	 cast	 a	 second	 vote	 for	 "top-up"	 seats,	 allocated	 in	 proportion	 to	 the	 number	 of	
votes.	These	representatives	are	selected	on	a	regional	basis	from	lists	of	candidates	drawn	
up	by	each	party.	

AMS	

		C	
The	 UK	 is	 divided	 into	 large	 constituencies,	 known	 as	 regions,	 and	 different	 parties	 put	
together	 lists	of	candidates	for	election,	with	their	preferred	choices	at	the	top.	Seats	are	
allocated,	on	a	top-down	basis,	in	proportion	to	parties'	share	of	the	vote.	

CPL	

		D	

Voters	choose	their	first	and	second	preferences	and	a	candidate	can	only	be	elected	in	the	
first	 round	 if	 they	 get	 50%	 of	 the	 vote.	 If	 no-one	 achieves	 this,	 all	 but	 the	 top	 two	
candidates	are	eliminated	and	their	second	preferences	redistributed	to	the	candidates	still	
in	the	race.	The	candidate	with	the	most	votes	is	then	elected.	

SV	

		E	

Voters	 rank	 candidates	 in	order	of	preference	and	anyone	getting	more	 than	50%	 in	 the	
first	 round	 is	 elected.	 If	 that	 doesn't	 happen,	 the	 candidate	 with	 the	 fewest	 votes	 is	
eliminated	 and	 their	 second	 choices	 allocated	 to	 the	 remaining	 candidates.	 This	 process	
continues	until	a	winner	emerges.	

AV	
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Q3	 Fill	in	the	missing	word	

A	major	criticism	of	FPTP	electoral	system	is	that	it	does	not	accurately	reflect	the	votes	cast.	Many	argue	it	would	be	
fairer	to	have	a	more	proportionate	system.	This	could	increase	voter	choice	and	remove	large	number	of	safe	seats	
and	 the	 large	 areas	 of	 electoral	 deserts	 that	 exist	 under	 FPTP.	 Furthermore,	 smaller	 parties	 would	 gain	 more	
representation	and	it	may	become	more	customary	for	governments	to	be	formed	as	coalitions	in	the	future.	

	

Rather	 than	 elect	 one	 person	 to	 represent	 everyone	 in	 a	 relatively	 small	 area,	 with	the	 Single	 Transferable	
Vote,	bigger	areas	elect	a	small	team	of	MPs	that	reflect	the	diversity	of	opinions	of	the	voters.	Parties	will	often	stand	
more	 than	one	candidate	 in	each	area.	 	 Transferring	 the	surplus	votes	means	candidates	aren't	punished	 for	having	
popular	running	mates.	

	

The	Additional	Member	System	has	become	popular	due	to	its	position	as	a	compromise	solution	in	terms	of	electoral	
system	design.	But,	as	a	compromise,	it	retains	the	safe	seat	constituencies	of	first	past	the	post,	and	also	uses	closed-
lists.	Hence	 it	 is	argued	that	the	Additional	Member	System	gives	control	 to	parties	over	who	 is	elected,	rather	than	
people.	While	it	does	include	single-member	constituencies	their	size	has	to	increase	to	cover	a	larger	area.	Although,	
the	list	MPs	provide	a	second	layer	of	representation	allowing	for	alternatives	should	the	voter	feel	their	MP	does	not	
represent	them	for	any	reason.	Some	also	argue	that	the	Additional	Member	System	creates	two	classes	of	MPs,	and	
that	this	can	create	tension.	For	instance,	constituency	MPs	receive	local	casework,	whilst	the	party	list	MPs	do	not.	

AV	 is	 not	 a	 form	 of	proportional	 representation	 and	 in	 certain	 conditions,	 such	 as	 the	 2015	 General	 Election,	 it	
can	produce	a	more	disproportional	 result	 than	First	Past	the	Post.	In	2011	the	British	public	voted	against	replacing	
First	Past	the	Post	with	the	Alternative	Vote.	The	Alternative	Vote	can	use	the	same	constituencies	we	have	today.	For	
voters,	 there	 is	 less	need	 for	tactical	 voting,	as	voters	can	cast	a	vote	 for	 their	 favourite	candidate	without	worrying	
that	 their	vote	will	 be	wasted.	 Also,	 unlike	 hosting	 a	 run-off	 vote	 to	 decide	 the	winner	 the	Alternative	Vote	 uses	 a	
single	ballot	and	avoids	the	need	for	tactical	voting	to	stop	a	disliked	candidate	getting	into	the	final	round.	Candidates	
are	also	incentivised	to	run	less	divisive	campaigns,	as	candidates	will	want	to	become	their	opponent’s	voters	second	
favourite	candidate	
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	Q4	 One	sentence	or	example	is	incorrect	in	each	of	the	explanations.	Identify	the	wrong	one	

		A	 The	STV	electoral	system	was	deliberate	chosen	to	elect	the	Northern	Ireland	Assembly	has	it	creates	strong,	
stable	one-party	government.	

		B	 The	CLP	list	electoral	system	as	used	to	elect	MEPs	allows	the	electorate	to	see	the	names	of	the	candidates	
on	the	ballot	papers.	

		C	 In	Scotland	and	Wales	using	the	AMS	electoral	system	there	are	equal	number	of	constituency	MPs	and	
those	elected	from	the	party	list.	

		D	 As	used	to	elect	the	Mayor	of	London,	voters	have	as	many	preference	votes	as	they	wish	on	the	ballot	
paper.	

		E	 The	AV	system	for	electing	MPs	to	Westminster	was	rejected	by	the	public	in	a	referendum	that	was	held	in	
2014.	

	

Q5	
For	each	of	the	factors	listed	below,	decide	for	which	electoral	system	they	provide	a	critique.	Some	
factors	may	be	used	more	than	once.	

AMS	

• Could	lead	to	a	rise	in	the	number	of	extremist	parties	who	have	members	elected	

• May	lead	to	coalition	government	of	many	parties	

• Half	of	MPs	are	not	accountable	directly	to	voters	

• Creates	two	tiers	of	MPs		

AV	

• Smaller	parties	are	disregarded	

• Unlikely	to	result	in	proportional	representation	

• Can	lead	to	‘donkey	voting’	as	voters	do	not	know	enough	about	all	candidates	

STV	

• Could	lead	to	a	rise	in	the	number	of	extremist	parties	who	have	members	elected	

• May	lead	to	coalition	government	of	many	parties	

• Breaks	the	link	between	a	constituency	and	its	representatives	

• Constituencies	become	larger	so	MPs	may	have	to	spend	more	time	on	constituency	issues	and	
less	on	wider	issues	

• The	method	of	counting	votes	can	be	difficult	for	voters	to	understand	

CPL	

• Could	lead	to	a	rise	in	the	number	of	extremist	parties	who	have	members	elected	

• May	lead	to	coalition	government	of	many	parties	

• Voters	can	only	select	parties	but	not	individual	members	of	that	party	

• Breaks	the	link	between	a	constituency	and	its	representatives	

SV	 • Doesn’t	remove	the	possibility	of	tactical	voting	



Worksheet:	Pearson	Edexcel	A-Level	Politics																																																																																																																	Component	1																																																																																																													
UK	Politics:	Electoral	Systems	

www.tutor2u.net/politics	 	 [Type	here]	

Case	study	suggested	answers:	

Source-based	question:	With	reference	to	the	source,	outline	the	likely	impact	on	Westminster	if	PR	was	introduced	as	
the	electoral	system.	

Under	List	PR:	

• reduction	of	seats/MPs	for	the	two	main	parties:	Conservative	331	to	242	and	Labour	parties	232	to	208	

• Smaller	parties	e.g.	UKIP,	Greens,	Lib	Dems	would	gain	significant	numbers	of	seats,	apart	from	the	SNP	which	
was	significantly	over-represented	in	Westminster	following	the	2015	election	and	demise	of	Labour	in	Scotland	

• This	would	necessarily	result	in	coalition	government	because	the	Conservative	party	would	have	considerably	
less	than	326	seats	–	assuming	they	wouldn’t	operate	with	a	minority	government	–	more	consensual	politics?	

• Possibly	less	tactical	voting	and	fewer	safe	seats,	so	MPs	more	active	and	potentially	do	a	better	job?		

• Removes	the	‘winner’s	bonus’	

Under	AV	

• Hardly	any	change	at	all	compared	with	FPTP	in	terms	of	number	of	seats,	so	would	have	had	little	effect	on	
Westminster	–	provides	good	evidence	of	the	result	from	the	AV	referendum	being	the	‘right’	one	

Under	STV	

• Clear	evidence	of	it	being	a	compromise	between	FPTP	and	PR;	the	main	two	parties	would	still	be	dominant	
although	there	would	still	be	a	need	for	coalition	government,	as	with	PR,	although	compromise	would	possibly	
be	more	straightforward	to	reach	because	the	Conservatives	would	have	been	50	seats	short	of	a	majority	under	
STV	compared	with	84	seats	short	under	PR	

	

	

	

	


