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UK Government: The Constitution 

 

Devolution in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland since 1997 

 

 Q1                                                                       True or False? 

  A Wales has more devolved powers than Scotland  

  B Originally, devolution to Wales was unpopular in Wales  

  C 
In Northern Ireland, elections to the devolved assembly are set up to create a power-
sharing government 

 

  D 
Out of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, Wales is the only state to have a Parliament, 
the other two are assemblies. 

 

  E The Northern Ireland assembly building is called Stormont  

 

 Q2                                             Match the correct term to the definition    

  A 
The common name for the 1998 arrangement in Northern Ireland that brought about 
peace in the region and devolved powers. 

 

  B 
In order to allow devolved powers in Scotland and Wales, these were needed. Wales only 
voted for devolution by 50.3% of the votes 

 

  C 
As a way of creating a government in a divided society, different sections of society are 
invited to take seats in government to create widely agreed policy 

 

  D The electoral system used in elections to the Northern Ireland assembly   

  E Scotland has the ability to enact these, whereas Wales does not.  

 

Select from:      Power Sharing        Good Friday Agreement        STV        Primary Legislation        Referendums 

 

Q3               Fill in the missing word 

Britain has the undergone the greatest _______________ changes in the years after 1997 probably since 1832; it came 

about after New Labour won the General Election promising a _______________ ________________. Before the 

promised devolution could take place, referendums were required, in Scotland, the turnout was only 60%, just enough 

to make the result valid. Only 50.3% of people in _________ voted for devolution, but the government approved both 

results. Devolution in ______________ ______________ was different, it was part of the ________ ____________ 

__________________ in 1998 also known as the Belfast Agreement. A key difference in Northern Ireland is that unlike 

the rest of the UK, elections are not intended to provide a clear majority, however like Scotland, they are allowed to 

pass _____________ __________________.  

 

Choose From:        Good Friday Agreement        Constitutional        Wales        Devolution Revolution  
                                 Primary Legislation                 Northern Ireland 
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Q5  What forms of devolution do Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland have? 

Country Administrative devolution Legislative devolution Financial devolution 

Scotland    

Wales    

Northern Ireland    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q4  Which policy areas and powers are devolved to Scotland, and which are not? 

Devolved 

 

 

 

 

 

Not devolved 

Choose from:  

• Education 

• Can create legislation conflicting with UK law 

• Can raise or lower income tax by up to 3% 

• Raise its own national taxes, apart from income tax 

• Health  

• Legislation doesn’t have to conform to the European Convention for Human Rights (ECHR) 

• Transport  

• Amending Devolution legislation 
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Case Study: Devolution in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland since 1997 

 
Adapted from: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/tony-blair/11839841/Tony-Blair-admits-mistake-over-Scottish-devolution.html  

 
Tony Blair has admitted his government made a "mistake" by failing to do enough to ensure that devolution of powers 

to Scotland did not undermine the United Kingdom's national identity. The former Prime Minister insisted that he still 

believes he was right to create national assemblies in Edinburgh and Cardiff in 1999, arguing that resisting demands for 

the devolution of power would have stoked up demand for outright independence. But, in a new book entitled British 

Labour Leaders, he acknowledged that he did not understand at the time the importance of maintaining cultural unity 

between the different parts of the UK.  

 

Mr Blair admitted in his 2010 memoirs that he was “never a passionate believer” in devolution and he always thought 

creating a Scottish Parliament was a dangerous path. Mr Blair said: "I did feel that we made a mistake on devolution. We 

should have understood that, when you change the system of government so that more power is devolved, you need to 

have ways of culturally keeping England, Scotland and Wales very much in sync with each other. We needed to work 

even stronger for a sense of UK national identity. But I don't accept the idea that we should never have done devolution. 

If we had not devolved power, then there would have been a massive demand for separation – as there was back in the 

60s and 70s."  

 

An Ipsos MORI poll (for STV) in 2015 was thought to be the first poll to show a majority for independence among all 

those questioned as previous polls in the run-up to the 2014 referendum excluded those who were undecided.  

Half of those questioned said they would like to see another referendum within five years while 58 per cent said they 

would be in favour of having one in the next 10 years. Derek Mackay, the SNP’s business convener, described the results 

as “sensational”. He said: “We warned the Tories that support for independence would only grow if they continued to 

ignore Scotland’s voice – and this poll proves that, as people question Westminster's ability to represent Scotland's 

interests at all.” 

 

 

Source-based question:  

Using the source and your own knowledge, evaluate the pros and con of devolution for Scotland since 1997. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/tony-blair/11839841/Tony-Blair-admits-mistake-over-Scottish-devolution.html
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Solutions: Devolution in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland since 1997 

 

 Q1                                                                       True or False? 

  A Wales has more devolved powers than Scotland False 

  B Originally, devolution to Wales was unpopular in Wales True 

  C 
In Northern Ireland, elections to the devolved assembly are set up to create a power-
sharing government 

True 

  D 
Out of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, Wales is the only state to have a Parliament, 
the other two are assemblies. 

False 

  E Northern Ireland assembly building is called Stormont True 

 

 Q2                                             Match the correct term to the definition    

  A 
The common name for the 1998 arrangement in Northern Ireland that brought about 
peace in the region and devolved powers. 

Good Friday 
Agreement 

  B 
In order to allow devolved powers in Scotland and Wales, these were needed; Wales only 
voted for devolution by 50.3% of the votes 

Referendums 

  C 
As a way of creating a government in a divided society, different sections of society are 
invited to take seats in in government to create widely agreed policy 

Power Sharing 

  D The electoral system used in elections to the Northern Ireland assembly  STV 

  E Scotland has the ability to enact these, Wales does not. 
Primary 
Legislation 

 

 

 

Q3                Fill in the missing word 

Britain has the undergone the greatest constitutional changes in the years after 1997 probably since 1832; it came 

about after New Labour won the General Election promising a Devolution Revolution. Before the promised devolution 

could take place, referendums were required, in Scotland, the turnout was only 60%, just enough to make the result 

valid. Only 50.3% of people in Wales voted for devolution, but the government approved both results. Devolution in 

Northern Ireland was different, it was part of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998 also known as the Belfast 

Agreement. A key difference in Northern Ireland is that unlike the rest of the UK, elections are not intended to provide 

a clear majority, however like Scotland, they are allowed to pass primary legislation.  
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Q5  What forms of devolution do Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland have? 

Country Administrative devolution Legislative devolution Financial devolution 

Scotland Yes Yes Yes 

Wales Yes Yes No 

Northern Ireland Yes No No 

 
 

 

Source-based question 

 

From the source: 

 

Cons 

• Undermines UK national identity 

• Devolution stokes further demand for independence 

• Tony Blair used it for political capital over ideology 

 

Pros 

• Offering devolution meant there would be fewer calls for independence 

 

Own Knowledge: 

 

Cons: 

• Increases bureaucracy 

• Probable increased taxes or reduced services in Scotland 

• Arguable that devolution does not go far enough e.g. a voice in Europe; need to follow these developments post 

Brexit! 

• Led to the West Lothian question, although this has been somewhat tackled by EVEL (English Votes for English 

Laws) 

Q4  Which policy areas and powers are devolved to Scotland, and which are not? 

Devolved 

• Education 

• Raise or lower taxes by up to 3% 

• Health 

• Transport 

Not devolved 

• Conflicting to UK law 

• Conflicting to ECHR 

• Raise own national taxes 

• Amend devolution legislation 
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Positives 

• Scotland has different needs to England and therefore deserves local government e.g. emphasis on oil sector, 

very rural and disparate population 

• Reduces workload on British Parliament 

 

 

Other areas to consider include the need for an English Parliament, adjustments to the Barnett formula and funding, the 

impact of declining North Sea oil industry, Brexit implications etc. 


