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Pressure group methods for exerting influence 

 

 Q1                                                                        True or False? 

  A 
A difference between a political party and a pressure group is that pressure groups never 
put up a candidate in an election  

  B 
A pressure group that gains the support of the media and public sympathy is more likely to 
succeed such as the Snowdrop campaign following the Dunblane massacre.  

  C 
Trade Unions lost a great deal of power under the government of Margaret Thatcher; this is 
known as the end of corporatism.  

  D 
Pressure groups that have conflicting ideologies with the current Government are still likely 
to succeed in their aims.  

  E 
The increased use of social media has enabled pressure groups to mobilise support on a 
much larger scale including e –petitions such as the Justice for the 96 campaign.  

 
 
 

 Q2 Put the celebrity with the correct pressure group campaign 

  A Ghurka campaign 
 

  B Remain in the EU 
 

  C Make Poverty History 
 

  D Healthy school meals  
 

  E Gay rights 
 

Select from:            Jamie Oliver            Bob Geldof             Joanna Lumley             Sir Elton John             Daniel Craig 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tutor2u.net/politics


Worksheet:  Pearson Edexcel A-Level Politics                                                                                                                Component 1                

UK Politics: Democracy and Participation                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

www.tutor2u.net/politics  [Type here] 

  

 

Q4    
Match the most likely method of seeking to influence the decision makers that the following type of 

pressure group will use 

A pressure group that will have closed membership and act in the self-interest of their members. They 
are likely to have direct links with government but could take also take direct action – notably trade 
unions who organise strikes and other industrial action. 

 

This type of pressure group has no direct links with the policy maker and try to gain influence by 
mobilising public opinion. They often organise media campaigns or public demonstrations or use stunts 
which gain publicity. 

 

Pressure groups which have an open membership and are not based on self-interest but seek to 
promote their cause. This can be achieved through media campaigns and celebrity endorsement. 

 

These pressure groups work closely with governments and may have direct influence on policy and 
decision making including the drafting of legislation for example the national Consumer Council or the 
Law Commission. 

 

A pressure group that may represent a set of services for their members but also promote or campaign 
for their  members. Examples include trade unions and motoring organisations such as the RAC and 
AA. 

 

Select from:               insider               sectional             dual function              promotional               outsider 

  

 

 

Q3 Fill in the missing word 

Many pressure groups, especially cause groups which do not have _________  status, have to resort to other methods 

of influencing the decision making process. This can be by influencing   __________opinion with the intention that, in 

time, this will in turn influence opinion formers and decision makers. 

 

Increasingly, pressure groups have sought to use the   __________  as a means of challenging the decisions of the 

__________. For example:  the Countryside Alliance challenged the fox-hunting ban in the High Court and Court of 

Appeal 

 

The European Court of _______ _______ has also proved to be very useful to pressure groups, both in reversing 

decisions of the executive, in embarrassing the government and in enforcing changes in policy or practice. Recently 

there has been a dispute between the British government and the ECHR over giving __________   the right to vote. 

 Select from:             public              prisoners             insider              courts               Human Rights              executive 
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Q5 
Use the following acronym for Pressure Groups to give reasons as to why they may have success and be able 

to exert influence 

S Size 
 

 

O Organisation 
 

 

F Finance 
 

 

T Timing 
 

 

M Media 
 

 

I Insider 
 

 

C Cause  
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Case study: The CBI - an insider pressure group: taken from the CBI website. 

With over 50 years of experience, we are the UK’s most effective and influential business organisation. We provide our 

members with the influence, insight and access they need to plan ahead with confidence and grow. We represent their 

views as we work with policymakers to deliver a healthy environment for businesses to succeed, create jobs and 

ultimately, drive economic growth and prosperity. 

The CBI speaks on behalf of 190,000 businesses of all sizes and sectors. Together they employ nearly 7 million people, 

about one third of the private sector-employed workforce. 

With 13 offices around the UK as well as representation in Brussels, Washington, Beijing and Delhi, the CBI 

communicates the British business voice around the world. 

We provide our members with three core benefits: 

Influence: By harnessing the collective strength of our members, we create a formidable force – keeping business at the 

heart of policy in Westminster, across the UK, the EU and overseas. We successfully shape the pro-enterprise policies 

that firms need to seize opportunities and tackle barriers to growth. 

Insight: With the largest policy team outside Whitehall, we provide members with a wealth of cross-sector expertise to 

help their companies grow – from market leading surveys, forecasts and analysis to practical support and advice on 

policy changes and the issues that impact on business success. 

Access: Our unrivalled networks enable members to meet and hear from senior business and political leaders, potential 

customers and suppliers. And our local, national and international meetings and events put members in touch with each 

other to share ideas, experiences and new market opportunities – providing them with the connections they need to 

compete and prosper. 

The CBI is a not for profit, non-political Royal Charter company that is run by its members for its members 

Exam question: 

Using the source material and your own knowledge explain the methods that enable the CBI to be an effective insider 

pressure group. 
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Worksheet suggested solutions 

 

 Q1                                                                       True or False? 

  A 
A difference between a political party and a pressure group is that pressure groups never 
put up a candidate in an election 

False 

  B 
A pressure group that gains the support of the media and public sympathy is more likely 
to succeed such as the Snowdrop campaign following the Dunblane massacre. 

True 

  C 
Trade Unions lost a great deal of power under the government of Margaret Thatcher, this 
is known as the end of corporatism. 

True 

  D 
Pressure groups that have conflicting ideologies with the current Government are still 
likely to succeed in their aims. 

False 

  E 
The increased use of social media has enabled pressure groups to mobilise support on a 
much larger scale including e –petitions such as the Justice for the 96 campaign. 

True 

 
 
 

 Q2 Put the celebrity with the correct pressure group campaign 

  A Ghurka campaign Joanna Lumley 

  B Remain in the EU Daniel Craig 

  C Make Poverty History Bob Geldof       

  D Healthy school meals  Jamie Oliver      

  E Gay rights Sir Elton John     

Select from:           Jamie Oliver          Bob Geldof          Joanna Lumley          Sir Elton John          Daniel Craig 
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Q4 
Match the most likely method of seeking to influence the decision makers that the following type of 

pressure group will use 

A pressure group that will have closed membership and act in the self-interest of their members. They 
are likely to have direct links with government but could take also take direct action – notably trade 
unions that organise strikes and other industrial action. 

Sectional  

This type of pressure group has no direct links with the policy makers and try to gain influence by 
mobilising public opinion. They often organise media campaigns or public demonstrations or use stunts 
which gain publicity. 

Outsider 

Pressure groups which have an open membership and are not based on self-interest but seek to 
promote their cause. This can be achieved through media campaigns and celebrity endorsement. 

Promotional 

These pressure groups work closely with governments and may have direct influence on policy and 
decision making including the drafting of legislation for example the national Consumer Council or the 
Law Commission. 

 

Insider 
groups 

A pressure group that may represent a set of services for their members but also promote or campaign 
for their members. Examples include trade unions and motoring organisations such as the RAC and AA. 

Dual function 

  Select from:              insider              sectional              dual function              promotional              outsider 

  

 

 

Q3 Fill in the missing word 

Many pressure groups, especially cause groups which do not have insider status, have to resort to other methods of 

influencing the decision making process. This can be by influencing public opinion with the intention that, in time, this 

will in turn influence opinion formers and decision makers. 

 

Increasingly, pressure groups have sought to use the courts as a means of challenging the decisions of the executive. 

For example:  the Countryside Alliance challenged the fox-hunting ban in the High Court and Court of Appeal 

 

The European Court of Human Rights has also proved to be very useful to pressure groups, both in reversing decisions 

of the executive, in embarrassing the government and in enforcing changes in policy or practice. Recently there has 

been a dispute between the British government and the ECHR over giving prisoners the right to vote. 

Select from:              public             prisoners             insider             courts             Human Rights              executive 
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Q5 

 

Use the following acronym for PGs that may give reasons to why they may have success and be able to exert 
influence 

S Size 
Size can be a factor as it can equate to more finance and more media coverage. However, it is 
not always the case as the 2003 march against the Iraq war evidences. 

O Organisation 
A well organise group will be able to use access points more effectively and communicate the 
groups intentions effectively. 

F Finance 
A group that has large funding will be able to mobilise, use the media, and, potentially afford 
either lobbyists or launch legal action. 

T Timing 
If the government or public view the pressure group activity as being important or the timing 
coincides with public sympathy- the Snowdrop campaign following the Dunblane shootings-
then it is more likely to be influential. 

M Media 
Media coverage or support can assist the pressure groups influence as was the case with Joanna 
Lumley’s campaign for the Ghurkhas. 

I Insider 
The most important factor for a pressure group is to have access to the policy and decision 
makers and be able to “stalk the corridors of Whitehall”. 

C Cause 
If the cause gains the sympathy of the public and support of the media it has greater leverage to 
exert influence.  
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Case study suggested answers 

From the source: 

50 years of experience. 

Large membership base of 190000 businesses which employ nearly 7 million people. 

13 UK offices including Westminster but also internationally including Brussels and Washington. 

Involved directly in policy making by providing expertise. 

Ability to network. 

 

Own knowledge: 

CBI is a very powerful insider that has direct access to government and is particularly influential when the government is 

Conservative. 

CBI has impact and therefore influence over economic policy. 

CBI may be considered an example of elitist as they have a privileged position to negotiate with the government. 

The CBI also have the financial backing to gain and exert influence. 
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