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SOCIAL: TEST 1 
Types and explanations for conformity 
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1 Which of these statements about informational social influence is false? 
 A It often occurs in new or ambiguous situations.  
 B It is more likely to occur if you think that the group knows more than you do.  
 C It occurs because we want to be accepted by the majority.  
 D It does not affect everyone’s behaviour in the same way.   

(1 mark) 
 
2 Which of these is a type of conformity? 
 A Informational  
 B Internalisation  
 C Interference  
 D Interactions  

(1 mark) 
 
3 Briefly explain what is meant by compliance in the context of conformity.   

(2 marks) 
 

 

 
Carl and Jenny meet at a concert. Carl says he is there because his friends told him how good the band 
are. He listened to what his friends said, and now he really loves the band and listens to their music all the 
time. Jenny confesses that she is there because she has just started a new job and her workmates like the 
band and asked her to come along. She is not sure whether she would want to listen to their music or see 
them again. 

 
4 Explain which type of conformity Carl is showing and which type of conformity Jenny is showing. 

(4 marks) 
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5 Explain what is meant by normative social influence in relation to conformity. 

(3 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6 Evaluate informational social influence as an explanation for conformity. 

(4 marks) 
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1 Which one of these statements about the findings of Asch’s conformity research is false? 
 A Approximately 25% of the participants did not conform on any of the trials.  
 B When the participants were interviewed afterwards, most said that they conformed 

to avoid social rejection. 
 

 C The participants conformed to the incorrect answers on ~39% of the critical trials.  
 D Less than 1% of the participants gave an incorrect answer when no confederates 

were present. 
 

(1 mark) 
 
2 Which one of these statements about Zimbardo’s research into conformity to social roles is 

correct? 
 A Zimbardo conducted his research in the basement of Yale University.  
 B The study was stopped on the fifth day.  
 C The prisoners rebelled against the guards within two days.  
 D The prisoners were arrested in their own homes by the New York Police.  

(1 mark) 
 
3 Briefly outline how Asch examined conformity. 

(3 marks) 
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Megan was on the way to college with her friends. They were discussing the answers they had given to a 
psychology homework task they had been set the day before. All three of her friends had given a 
different answer to one of the more difficult questions, so Megan changed her answer to be the same as 
theirs. However, Megan’s friends had also given a different answer to what Megan believed was an 
easier question; she decided to stick to her own answer on that question.  

 
4 Use your knowledge of conformity research to explain Megan’s behaviour.  

(4 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Explain what is meant by the term social roles.      

(2 marks) 
 

 

 
6 Evaluate Zimbardo’s research examining conformity to social roles.  

(4 marks) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


