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This workbook is designed to help students explore concepts and practice exam 
skills in relation to global development, for AQA A-Level Sociology. It can be used 
as a homework or “flipped learning” book, or for extension activities during lessons. 
 
Much time is spent during the A-Level course covering the various studies and 
empirical knowledge required. However, the other skills required (AO2 and AO3) are 
equally as important as AO1 and this is a great way to learn, develop and practise 
them. 

The workbook features a range of activities and questions with space for students 
to add their answers. Each section starts with opportunities to recall and test AO1. 
Much of this will be familiar, but we hope that you also encounter a few new studies 
you have to research, to further enrich your knowledge base. Each section then 
continues with a range of tasks for practising application, analysis and evaluation.
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Theories of Development 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Define key terms associated with theories of development 

Identify features of different theories of development AO
1

There are a range of different theories of development. In the box below, identify some of the 
different theories proposed by the sociologists named.

07

Walt Rostow (1960)

Andre Gunder Frank (1969)

Immanuel Wallerstein (1979)

Arturo Escobar (1995) 

Sociologist 

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

Features Features Features Features Features

Theory

Modernisation Theory 
Modernisation theory has five distinct stages through which nations must pass to achieve 
developed status. In the boxes below, identify the five different stages and briefly outline some 
of the features of that stage. 

08
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Dependency Theory 
Complete the blanks in the following paragraph about dependency theory using the words in the 
table below. 

09

10

Dependency theory argues that developing nations have been kept in a __________
_____________________, based upon the control of the ________________. 
These nations, usually based in the ________________________ hemisphere 
and operating on principles of _____________________, traditionally 
controlled developing nations through _______________________ and 
___________________.  Developing nations were exploited for their 
__________________________ and ____________________, by the more 
powerful nations. Many of the developing nations achieved__________________ 
from their ______________ masters in the mid- ___________________, 
however they remained reliant upon their former masters for both ____________ 
and ____________. Dependency theorists suggest that this process is a form of 
____________________ and now is based upon the control of _____________ 
rather that specific ______________________. 

Nation-states            

Neo-colonialism 

 TNCs 

Twentieth century   

Capitalism

Colonial 

Natural resources       

Trade  

State of dependency    

Western 

Labour

 Aid 

Slavery 

Developed world    

 Independence   

World Systems Theory  
World systems theory is based upon the interdependence of nations in the modern world system. 
The diagram at the top of the next page illustrates the relationship between the core, periphery, 
and semi-peripheral nations. Label the diagram using the labels below to illustrate the 
interdependence of nations in the modern world system. 

Periphery 

Cheap labour 

Semi-periphery 

Raw materials 

Core 

Consumer goods 
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Agencies of Development 

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Define key terms associated with agencies of development 

Identify, using examples, a range of different agencies of development  AO
1

Define what is meant by: 

Briefly outline the role of the following agencies of development in the process of development 
and provide examples of these agencies.

Activity continues on next page

18

19

International 
governmental 
organisation (IGO)

Non-governmental 
organisation (NGO)

Transnational 
corporation (TNC) 

Nation state 

International 
governmental 
organisations (IGO)

Non-governmental 
organisations 
(NGOs) 

Agency of development Brief explanation of what they do Examples 
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Briefly outline the role of these agencies in each of the stages of development. 

Read the items below and identify two hooks that you might be able to use to answer the question. 

21

22

Agency Stage (s) involved Explain their role in the process of development 

Item X
Non-governmental organisations have many advantages over other agencies of development in providing aid 
to those that need it the most. As their work is often based in developing countries, they can utilise networks 
and work with those affected to address problems as they arise. Furthermore, their ability to develop a 
rapport with locals and the ethos of these organisations gives them an advantage over other agencies. 

Item Y
TNCS are often criticised for their role in development as they are seen to be exploiting the deprivation 
that some nations face to maximise their profits. However, many nations actively look to attract TNCs to 
set up production centres in their nations because of the economic and social benefits that TNCs can bring. 

Applying material from Item X, analyse two ways in which NGOs are best placed to meet 
the needs of developing nations. (10 marks)

Applying material from Item Y, analyse two ways in which TNCs can impact on the process 
of development. (10 marks)

Hook

Hook

Explanation

Explanation
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Exam Focus

Industrialisation also has impacts on which of the following areas of development:41

Aid    Trade    Health    Environment    Urbanisation

Population    Conflict    Employment    Gender

Read the item below. Identify two hooks in the item and explain how these hooks can be linked to 
a sociological idea or concept that answers the question. 

42

Item X
The process of industrialisation generates many social and economic changes in a nation. Early sociologists 
studied the impacts of the industrial revolution and how it impacted on where people lived, how they 
acquired skills and how industrialisation shaped communities. 

However, some sociologists have suggested that industrialisation can have negative impacts, including 
large-scale unemployment and damage to the environment. 

Applying material from Item X, analyse two ways in which the process of industrialisation 
can influence the process of development. (10 marks)

Hook Concept/idea

Industrialisation impacts on many other aspects of development. Briefly outline how industrialisation 
might cause the following changes in the developing world. 

Outline how industrialisation might impact on other aspects of development

Outline how agencies of development look to facilitate the industrialisation of 
the developing world  

Analysis 

AO
3

43

Increased environmental 
damage

Increased 
urbanisation 

More formal 
employment 

Increased conflict 

Activity continues on next page
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War and Conflict

Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Identify features of old wars and new wars. 

Briefly outline some of the impacts of wars and conflict in the developing worldAO
1

Kaldor (2006) distinguishes between old wars and new wars. Outline some of the features of old 
wars and new wars in the table below. 

56

Old Wars New Wars

Collier suggests that underdevelopment is partly due to conflicts in the developing world. Briefly 
outline some of the ways in which war and conflict can impact on the following aspects of 
development. 

57

Education 

Employment 

Industrialisation 

Trade 

Aspect of development Impact of war and conflict in the nation 



Page 53AQA A-Level Sociology GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT exam skills workbook

 Photocopying or Digital Copying NOT PERMITTED / Copyright Tutor2u Limited

Evaluation Evaluate the impacts of overpopulation on development 

Evaluate statements made about overpopulationAO
3

Read the following item and question and suggest arguments that you could use on both side 
of the debate. 

79

Item X
Population forecasts suggest that by 2050 the world’s population will have increased to 9.2 billion and 
that 90% of the world’s population will be in a developing nation. Despite recent changes in the demography 
of the developing world, this presents an urgent problem for sociologists due to the limitations on 
resources and land that are available for use. Furthermore, environmentalists warn that this growth will 
lead to increases in environmental degradation. 

Applying material from Item X, evaluate the claim that population growth is the most 
pressing issue facing the world today. (10 marks)

Arguments for Arguments against 


