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This student workbook features detailed study notes and a range of activities 
covering the whole of the Education topic in GCSE Sociology. Exam and revision 
advice and practice is featured throughout. 

The book can be used to complement classroom learning or as a self-directed 
study booklet for learning at home.
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School bridges the gap between home life and wider society, according to Parsons. It prepares 
students for life after school and as part of wider society. 

Parsons believed it was essential that schools were based 
on meritocratic principles. This means that pupils would 
be rewarded for their ability and their efforts in class. 
The education system rewards pupils for desirable 
behaviours. In the table below, suggest ways in which 
pupils may be rewarded for desirable behaviours in 
school. 

Meritocracy is where people are rewarded based upon their hard 
work and ability. 

Parsons and Meritocracy  

Evaluations of Durkheim and Parsons 

Behaviour Reward 

Revising for exams

Achievement in sports 

Helping in the school community 

Demonstrating responsibility

• Do students learn the skills they need in school to be part of wider society?  If so, why does the UK have   
 such high youth unemployment? 

• Some sociologists suggest that the norms and values that are passed on are those of the ruling class and 
 do not respect the norms and values of minority-ethnic and working-class cultures. 

• Is our society meritocratic? Some suggest that nepotism and social connections are more important than   
 what you learn in school in order to become successful. A large percentage of politicians in the UK are 
 educated at fee-paying schools rather than state schools. 

• Do schools promote ideas of social cohesion? How does competition with other students for grades 
 suggest this is not the case? 

• In contemporary society, individuals and groups will have a broad range of norms and values. How is it 
 possible for schools to be inclusive and prepare students for this in wider society? 

• Which of the different functions of education is the most important in your opinion? How have recent   
 events, such as school closures, changed the functions of education? 
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Home schooling    
Another alternative to formal schooling is homeschooling. There are numerous reasons why pupils may be home 
schooled, and home schooling has been on the increase in recent years. During the COVID-19 pandemic, most children 
in the UK were home schooled to protect themselves and their families from exposure to the virus, during the national 
lockdown. However, there are other reasons for home schooling. 
 • Parental preferences. Some parents feel that the education system does not sufficiently educate their children 
  in their culture, their beliefs or for their future aspirations.

 • Illness or injury. Many children fall seriously ill or are injured during their education and are taught at home by  
  either tutors or their parents for a period of time.

 • Children may be victims of bullying or have special educational needs that schools cannot cater for and so are  
  taught at home by parents or tutors.

 • Parents may have to be mobile for their employment and so instead of placing their children in a school for short  
  periods of time, have a home tutor instead. 

 • Students may have been excluded from formal education.

However, a disadvantage of home schooling is that 
many parents might not be equipped to educate 
their children to the same level as 
a school. As they receive no funding 
from the government for materials, 
their children may not be able to 
participate in some of the normal school 
events such as enrichment, school trips, 
laboratory lessons, etc. Furthermore, 
home schooling requires the parents 
to submit their planning to the local 
education authority for permission 
and many parents do not have the 
knowledge or time to do this.

Advantages of Formal Education (Schools) Disadvantages of Formal Education 

From your own knowledge and experience, what are some of the advantages 
and disadvantages of not following a formal school curriculum. 
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Cultural Factors     
Cultural factors refer to differences in the upbringing and home life of the pupil. According to some sociologists, the 
education system tends to favour the culture of the white middle class and, as a result, the language, attitudes and 
knowledge of other groups are largely ignored in the education system. There are different cultural factors to consider. 

Linguistic Differences   
In his research, linguist Basil Bernstein suggested that there are two distinct 
language codes: the elaborated code and the restricted code. 

Bernstein suggested that middle-class pupils are more confident than 
working-class pupils in using both the elaborated and restricted code in 
the appropriate settings. As the education system predominantly uses the 
elaborated code, this puts the middle class at an advantage.

In the example below, the exam question has been written in elaborated 
code. Can you translate this into restricted code? 

Exam questions are one example of where the elaborated code is used. Can you think of any other examples in 
school where the language used is elaborated code? 

Elaborated Code

Broader vocabulary 

Grammatically complex 

Universal language 

Used in more formal contexts 

Elaborated Code

Restricted Code

Restricted Code 

Limited vocabulary 

Grammatically simple 

Language based upon specific 
context – slang terms and local 
expressions

Used in familiar contexts

Discuss how far sociologists would suggest that in-school processes and factors influence 
the educational achievement of different social classes. (12 marks)
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Laddish subcultures      
Sociologists such as Epstein et al (1998) found that as a result of the 
increased feminisation of education, many boys, regardless of social 
class, had come to see education as being part of the feminine domain. 
Consequently, boys reacted to the increased number of female teachers 
and feminised activities by reverting to ‘hegemonic male traits’ – i.e. macho 
cultures such as proving themselves to be bold, tough, street-smart and witty. 
Displaying behaviours that were masculine reaffirmed their own masculinity, 
whereas demonstrating characteristics associated with education 
portrayed them as feminine. This was reinforced through boys who did 
well in education being subjected to homophobic insults and questions 
about their masculinity. 

In the table below are traits that are associated with masculinity and 
femininity. Which traits do you think are masculine (M), which feminine (F) 
or gender-neutral (N)? 

Ambition 

Maturity 

Physical strength 

Competitiveness 

Humorous 

Appreciative 

Cooperation 

Confidence 

Listening

Intelligence 

Insecurity 

Communication 

How do you think males in a laddish sub-culture would react to their male peers displaying characteristics 
marked F or N?

How might girls react if their peers were to show characteristics marked M or N? 

Activity continues on next page
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5 Exam Focus   
In this section, we will be examining some of the different types of education questions that 
could appear on the exam. In section 2 of paper 1, the first two questions presented will be 
multiple choice.

Multiple Choice        
These questions will be presented with the command words what or which and you will be expected to identify the 
correct answer from the list.

Identify and describe (3)        
These questions will look for you to identify a reason (name the reason) for 1 mark and the subsequent 2 marks 
will be awarded on the strength of your explanation.

1  Which term describes the process of students being rewarded based upon their ability.    (1 mark)

  a  Meritocracy   
  b  Hierarchy   
  c  Patriarchy   
  d  Correspondence   

2  What term describes the process of a pupil believing in a prediction that has been made 
 about their ability?    (1 mark)

  a  Self-defeating prophecy    
  b  Educational triage    
  c  Self-fulfilling prophecy    
  d  Labelling   

Identify and describe one alternative to formal education. (3 marks)

Identify and describe one way education serves the needs of capitalism. (3 marks)

Sample answer: 
One alternative method to formal education would be home schooling (1 mark). This is where children 
are removed from formal education and taught at home by their parents or tutors in a more informal 
environment that suits the pupil’s needs. (+2 marks) 

Sample answer: 
One way that education serves the needs of capitalism is through the correspondence principle (1 mark). 
This is where features of the education system mirror those of work to prepare students for their future 
roles in employment. An example of this is the way schools are organised based on a hierarchy 
(Headteacher – teacher – pupils) just as workplaces are (CEO – Manager – Employee) (+2 marks) 

✘

✘


